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Mahatiir_ _&Iohamad_(
tonight called for con-
ccrtcd effort by all
partics to promote the
dcvclopmcnt of  the
arts and culture.

“It is not confined to
arts and culture fans and
the Government. The pri-
vate sector must also be
involved by providing
financial or other forms
of assistance,” said -the

Prime Minister.
Dr Mahathir, launch-

ing the Yu,yasa,n  Seni
(Arts Foundation) at the
City Hall auditorium
here. added: “It is our
task to look for new ta-
Icnts and to groom them
for their cvcntual  expo-
sure to society.”

Hc said the mass me-
dia, especially television,
should be involved in the
enhancement and preser-
vation of the country’s
arts and culture.

f arts’ and culture would
“TV3 should assist arts’help.the  country mould a

and ,-ilture organlsa_,national  culture and not
tlons such as Yuyusan;through  policie%  regula-
Scni  by broadcasting’tions,  and laws. ’
their performances’ Dr Mahathlr said he
which are of high quality will  pleased with the for-

and those that reflect the/  mation of the yayasan
national identity,”
said.

he 1 Seni  in an age where “too

He felt that such a
move would encourage
thcsc organisations to
better their performance.

He stressed that perva-
sivc exposure to such

few among us are willing
to give time and energy
in a task that has no fin-
ancial return.”

Hc said “that there are
a few among us who arc
willing to give moral sup-
port to the development
of the arts and culture”
was’most encouraging.

He ad&d that there
was no shortage of facili-
ties to house arts and cul-
ture displays and perfor:
mantes. I
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” “The problem of paying
for these facilities should
not arise as sponsors can
get money through sales
of tickets, advertising

and so on.”
The Prime Minister ob-‘

.servcd that creativity in
the  arts and culture  has
to be stepped up.

He urged :that  creati-
., vity be present not only in
:story lines, but also
among the producers,
directors, actors, and
,danccrs.  s
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