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SIBUl  S E P T .  11 SBERNAMA) - -  A  S U M  O F  9 1 2  M I L L I O N  HAS B E E N
APPROVED FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE FEASIBILITY STUDY ON THE BAKUN
H Y D R O - E L E C T R I C I T Y  P R O J E C T  I N  S A R A W A K ’ S  B E L A G A  D I S T R I C T  I N  THE ' ,
SEVENTH DIVIYIi)Nv  DATUK SERI DA MAHATHIR  MOHAMAD.SAID  TODAY.

H O W E V E R ,  ‘ N O  F I N A L  D E C I S I O N ,  H A D  BEEN‘i-KADE-i%l~E  PROJECT9  T H E
PRIHE  M I N I S T E R  S A I D , ‘_ p

H E  S AI D  T H A T  I F  IT W A S  DEC’IDED  THAT  T HE  PROJECT  SHOULD  G O  AHEAD,
AND IF THE FINANCIAL SITUATION PERNITTED,  A C T U A L  W O R K  W A S  E X P E C T E D  T o
COMMENCE IN 1986.

HE SAID THAT THE PROJECT,  EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED IN 1999~ W A S ’
CAPABLE OF GENERATING 29.400  MEGAWATTS OF ELECTRICITY9 THE EQUIVALENT
OF THE PRESENT TOTAL CAPACITY,  IN.PENINSULAR  H A L A Y S I A . ‘,

THE PROJECT COULD BECOME A MAJOR REVENUE EARNER FOR THE COUNTRYI./ ,
HE SAI.D.,,_,

+ldE M I G H T - S E L L  SOME’.OF THE PolJER  T O  I N D O N E S I A  A N D  S I N G A P O R E , +  H E
TOLD A PRESS C O N F E R E N C E  A T  T H E  E N D  O F  A  T H R E E - D A Y  V I S I T  T O  S A R A W A K .  ”
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HE SAID STUDIES SHOWED THAT THE BAKUN PROJECT SHOULD BE THE
F I R S T  IN S A R A W A K  E VE N  THouGH’THREE  O T H E R  A RE A S  W H I C H  COULD GE N ER A T E
SOME ELECTRICITY HAD BEEN IDENTIFIED..

HE ADDED THAT-THE PROJECT WOULD BRING IMMENSE BENEFIT .TO THE
PEOPLE AS BESIDES EARNING FOREIGN EXCHANGE IT COULD ALSO PROVIDE
C H E A P  E L E C T R I C I T Y  A N D  H E L P  A C C E L E R A T E  T H E  GROWTH  OF INDUSTRY.

ON ROADS IN SARAWAKq HE SAID THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WOULD SOON
IDENTIFY THOSE TO BE FEDERALI,ZED  AND HE WAS QUITE SURE IT WOU,LD
I N C L U D E  SOflE  OF THE MAJOR ONES.

H E  SAIdWORKS M I N I S T E R  DATUK  S.SAMY V E L L U  W O U L D  BE V I S I T I N G  T H E
STATE FOR THE PURPOSE. . .

IF N E C E S S A R Y ,  T O L L  W O U L D  H A V E  T O  ‘ B E  I M P O S E D ,  HEADDED.  ‘;
+SABAH HAS ALREADY AGREED TO THE IMPOSITION OF TOLL AND’S0 HAS

PENINSULAR MALAYSIA. IT WOULD SOUND VERY ODD IF WE DO NOT IMPOSE TOLL
FAIRLY THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY r+ HE SAID. -- MORE z:,,,, y;:
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HE SAID THE SEALING.OF  THE TRUNK ROAD IN THE STATE DERENDED  ON ”

T H E  A V A I L A B I L I T Y  O F  F U N D S .
THAT WAS WHY’PROJECTS LIKE THE BAKUN PROJECT WAS IMPORTANT AS

T H E  M O N E Y  S A V E D  C O U L D  BE USED FOR BUILDING ROADS,  HE ADDED. - - 1_
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