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H~~~~~~~S’~~~~R~u$E?T”  1-’ ~BERNAMA)  - -  T H E  M O U E  T O  P R I V A T I S E
tiEAN hAT T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  I S  A B O U T  T O  D E P R I V E  T H E

POOR OF, FREE  MEQiCkL PiiEATMENTr P R I M E  MPNSSTER  DATUK SERf D R .
MkMATHIR  MGHAi=iAD SAID TODAY._ _-- _____.__ _ _-

’ - T H E  MOVE  W A S  A I M E D  A’; C U T T I N G  D O W N  T H E  R A P I D  E S C A L A T I N G  COSTSy
HE SAID.

H E  S A I D  T H E  GOVE3NtiEN.T DECLDED  T O  PRIVATISE.SOME O F  I T  S O C I A L
FAC’ILITIES  O N L Y  AFTER  P A Y I N G  SERICUS A T T E N T I O N  T O  T H E  +TECHNOLOGY  O F
C U T T I N G  Y)OWN  2OSl.E G +

O P E N I N G  THE S!ZCOWG  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  CWlIBXNED  SCIEtdTIFIC  M E T I N G  -
HEREr HE E:nlD THA’T  bITti T H E  PRIVATXSATION  O F  T H E  H O S P I T A L S  O N L Y  T H E

I N E E D Y  WWLD  BE ACCORT)Ec  F R E E  T R E A T M E N T .
T H E  M E E T I N G  t4AS OiiGhNLSEQ  SY T H E  C O L L E G E S  O F  G E N E R A L .

Pf(A~T~ONERS,  P H Y S I C I A N S  A N D  SURGEQNS.
D A T U K  SERI DR, MAHATHIR  S A I D  T H A T  U N D E R  T H E  PRESENT.SYSTEMEVEN

THOSE  WHO COULD  AFFORD P A Y M E N T  W E R E  AVOIDING  P A Y M E N T .
EVEN FIRMS  OJH~CH SHOULD  HAVE  T A K E N  M E D I C A L  I N S U R A N C E  F O R  THEIR

EMPLOYEES  WERE AVAILIIJG  T,HEMSELVES  T O  F R E E  TREATMENT,-  HE ADDED-
E X P L A I N I N G  F U R T H E R  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  MOVE?  H E  S A I D  T H A T

PRIVATPSATION  GF HQSPZTALS W O U L D  I N I T I A L L Y  M E A N  M A K I N G  GOVERNMEN,T
H O S P I T A L  FACILITtES  A V A I L A B L E  TQ’PRSVATE DOCT0RS  F O R  A  F E E .

T H E  ~OVERtiMENTy  HOWEVERy  W O U L D  M O T  BE A&E T O  R E C O V E R  A L L  I T S
C O S T S  ANDr IN FACTy  A N  E L E M E N T  O F  S U B S I D Y  W O U L D  B E  C O N T I N U E D . ’

DATUK S E R I  D R .  MAHATHIR,  T R A C I N G  T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  P R E S E N T ’
M E D I C A L  SYSTEMy SAID T H E  C O L O N I A L  G O V E R N M E N T  S T A R T E D  G O V E R N M E N T 4
HOSPITALS TO PROVIDE FREE FACILITIES FOR. ITS OFFI'CERS AND ALSO TO
E N C O U R A G E  T H E  LOGALS 7.0 S W I T C H  T O  W E S T E R N  M E D I C I N E .

C O M P A R E D  T O  T H O S E  D A Y S  W H E N  M I X T U R E S  A N D  P O W D E R S  C O S T  O N L Y  A  F E W
CENTSr M E D I C A L  C O S T S  T O D A Y  H A D  BECOME EXTREMELY.EXPENSIVEy  H E  A D D E D .

H E  SAID.THE C O U N T R Y ’ S  F R E E  W E D P C A L  T R E A T M E N T  H A D  E E C O M E  A,HEAVY
.BURDEN T O  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  AND.THE  T R E N D  ,WAS  F O R  T H E  B U R D E N  T O  B E C O M E
H E A V I E R . -  .--- ,’

H E  S A I D  I T  HAS N O T  A  P R O B L E M  F O R  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  A L O N E  BUT F O R
T H E  N A T I O N  AS’A WHOLEy  B E C A U S E  T H E  T R E A T M E N T  W A S  N O T  R E A L L Y  F R E E  A s
T A X P A Y E R S  W E R E  P A Y I N G  F O R  X T .

T H E  QUESTION T H E Y  S H O U L D  A S K  W A S  W H E T H E R  T H E I R  M O N E Y  W A S  B E I N G
S P E N T  O N  T H E  D E S E R V I N G  P O O R  O R  C O U L D  I T  B E  P O S S I B L E  T H A T  S O M E
B U S I N E S S  CONCERNSy  I N C L U D I N G  INSURANCE FPRMS~  W E R E  T A K IN G  A  FREE
RIDEy H E  A D D E D ,

:

H E  C A L L E D  O N  T H E  D E L E G A T E S  T O  P O N D E R  O N  T H E  QUESTION  OF
E S C A L A T I N G  FiEDICAL C O S T S . .

R E F E R R I N G  T O  T H E  T H R E E  C O L L E G E S  W H I C H  W E R E  ORGANISING  T H E
MEETING,  H E  S A I D  A  M U L T I P L I C I T Y  O F  ORGANISATIONS W O U L D  O N L Y  CAUjjE
C O N F U S I O N .

I F  T H E  C O L L E G E S  C O U L D  NlOT  MERGE,  T H E Y  S H O U L D  A T  LE,AST  W O R K
’ TOGETHERy H E  A D D E D .

MEDICAL SPECIALISTS ATTENDING THE MEETING INCLUDE THOSE FROM .
SPNGAPOREy T H A I L A N D ,  A U S T R A L I A ,  H O N G  KONG, BRITAIN, S A U D I  ARABIAy
S C O T L A N D  A N D  PiALAYSIA.

T H E  F O U R - D A Y  M E E T I N G  I N C L U D E D  A  P U B L I C  SY3JIPOSIUM T O D A Y ,  I N  WHICH
M A S S  M E D I A  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  W E R E  P A R T I C I P A T I N G .  --.BERNAMA
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