Fondat SED H8Y,
koadaty R, t§\ﬁs
— Datuk Seri gr Mabhathir
Mohamad warféd Govern-
‘ment_officers that if their
political actions jeapor-
dised the country’s security
they would be branded as
traitors.

The Prime Minister said
that athough government
officers were not” dlowed to
be active in politics they
were not prevented from °
sympathisiniz with political
parties, including that of
the_opposition.

“This is not a problem. In
fact, in a country which
practises democracy this is
our right and they ‘can vote
for the party of their
choice,” he said at the clos-
ing of atwo-day seminar for.
armed forces religious
‘teachers at the Defence
Ministry  here.. .

"~ «But’ if, their sympathies
‘turned “into actions which
;affect.the country's securi-
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ty, wesken and parayse it
and make it an easy prey;-'!_
for its enemies. then they
are not mere politica  syms=
pathisers but are traitors.”

e said.

“There is a limit to such
sympathies,” he said.

Dr Mahathir adso stressed
that freedom of worship
practised in the country
must be defended.

He said there were coun-
tries which did not allow
their people to practise
their respective relieions
and belief’s.

“There is no such restric-
Hons in this country and as
such it is important that we
protect religious freedom
and defend it.

“That is why we have the
army, not only to defend the
country from’”its enemies or
merely to protect epiece of
our land but aso the free-
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dowtBt¥Worship,” he said.

Dr Mahathir ‘cited an ex-
ample where an outsider
who was invited
tak a an armed
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not only be betraying the
countrK and_the people but
also the rdigion. They are

fto.give -a living in a country in which-~~
OrCeS ges- ¢ they-are free.to preach and

minar incited the. soldiers’ Yet are helpin(%hothers to

fi htin%i_n the jungle to dis-
ol their officers.

The Prime Minister said
that the lecturer concerned
alleged that the soldiers
were not Muslims because
they had nojtime to ?erfqrm
their prayers while fighting
the commuijists-<ip- the jun-
gles.

Dr Mahathir said that this
would not only wesken their
spirit but also their resi-
lience to fight the enemy.

He added that their un-
willingness to fight could

lead the country to fal into
_tgte hands of the commun-
ists

“It would not be wrong
for me to call such people
traitors because they would

gain control of the country
and oppress us,” he said.

He warned that actions
would be taken against
those who incite mémbers
of the armed forces from
carrying out their responsi-
bilities.

In this context, he
stressed that religious
teachers played an_impor-
tant_role in instilling the
spirit of “patriotism in the
soldiers.

As  people well-versed in
the religion, they could pro-
vide the necessary spiritual
enrichment . to them apart
from helping to boost their .
morale. )

Dr Mahathir also said
that an armed forces reli-
gious corp would be set up
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soon to enable these reli-
gious teachers to play a
more effective role.

He added that it was time
that such an organised body
be set up to cary out reli-
glous work and provide the
necessary reiigious leader-
ship.

“There is no other motive
except to plan the best ways.
on how we could ingtil spiri-,
tual enrichment to the
members of the armed
forces when discharging
their duties,” he said.

He said it was aso to give
the rellrg|ous teachers a
>sense Of belonging to the:
armed forces and not con-
sider themselves as a sepa
rate entity.

A well disciplined and or-
ganised armed forces with
a deep understanding of re-
ligion. would be of great
be;:iefit to the country, he
said.
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