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NUALA  LUMPUR, S E P T .  1 5  (BERNAMA)  - - -  UMNO ZS R E A D Y  TO D E B A T E  WlTH
PAS BUT ON ONLY ONE TOPIC, THE PAS ACCUSATION OF UMNO MEMBERS AS
+KAFIRS+  tUN8ELIEVERSj  I DATUti SERI D R  _Nbl_j_AJHlR  MOHAf+Ab  SASD T O D A Y ._ _ _  ___. -.

U M N O  C O U L D  A R R A N G E  F O R  LIVE T E L E V I S I O N  C O V E R A G E  O F  T H E  D E B A T E  T O
B E  H E L D  A T  A N Y  T I M E  O N C E  P A S  S T A T E D  I T S  A G R E E M E N T  T O  THIS9  T H E  P R I M E
M I N I S T E R  A D D E D .

+ALL  T H E Y  H A V E  T O  S A Y  I S  T H A T  T H E Y  A C C E P T  U M N O ’ S  S U G G E S T I O N  A N D
WE WILL ARRANGE FOR TELEVISl[ON MALAYSIA TO PROVIDE LIVE COVERAGE OF
T H E  EVENTI*  H E  S A I D .

+THIS I S  T O  G I V E  A L L  MALAYS-IANS  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  HEAR F O R
T H E M S E L V E S  P A S  BELIEFS9  T H A T  A P P A R E N T L Y ,  U M N O  M E M B E R S  A R E  K A F I R S  A N D
SHEDDJNG  T H E  B L O O D  O F  UMNO P E O P L E  I S  HALAL,+ H E  T O L D  ‘ R E P O R T E R S  A F T E R
C H A I R I N G  A  M E E T I N G  O F  T H E  U M N O  S U P R E M E  C O U N C I L  A T  T H E  P A R T Y ’ S
H E A D Q U A R T E R S  H E R E .

D A T U K  SERX DR MAHATHIRr  W H O  IS U M N O  PRESXDENT,  R E C E N T L Y
E X P R E S S E D  U M N O ’ S  R E A D I N E S S  T O  D E B A T E  GlITH  P A S  F O L L O W I N G  A N
+ASIAWEEK+  M A G A Z I N E  I N T E R V I E W  GiUOTING P A S  V I C E - P R E S I D E N T  HAJI HAD1
A W A N C  A S  S A Y I N G  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  A R R O G A N T  A N D  P R I D E F U L  D E S P I T E  P A S
O V E R T U R E S  T O  H A V E  D I S C U S S I O N S  T O  S O L V E  T H E  P R O B L E M S  B E T W E E N  P A S  A N D -
UMNQ  v

H E  C L A R I F I E D  T H A T  HXS S T A N D  W H E N  RESPONDIt\lG  T O  T H E  P & S  C H A L L E N G E
F O R  A  D E B A T E  H A D  A L W A Y S  B E E N  T H A T  T H E  S U B J E C T  SHOULD’BE~CONFINED  TO
THE PAS ALLEGATION THAT UMNO MEMBERS WERE NOT 1SLAMXC.

+WHEN I  M A D E  T H E  A N N O U N C E M E N T  O N  T H I S ,  ,I MiiANT,THAT  UMNO,WAS
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.PREPARED  TO D E B A T E  W I T H  PAS9 .NOT I MYSELF.-.-I- Ati-TtiEREFQRE NOT

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE REPORTS PUT OUT BY THE PRESSI+ HE’ ADDED.
DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID UMNO CHOSE THE PARTICULAR TOPIC

EECAUSE THE ALLEGATiON THAT UMNO WAS A KAFIR PARTY WAS A HEINOUS AND
SERIOUS ACCUSATION AND THE PE9PLE SHOIJLD  KNOW THE BASiS ON WHICH PAS
MADE THE ACCUSATION.

+I AND EVERYONE ElSE  KNOW THE ALLEGATION TO BE WRONG. WHAT WE
WANT IS TO C'MliT  THEM TO REPEATING THE ALLEGATION PUBLICLY ON
TELEVISION.

\

+QJ-HER  QUESTIONS DO NOT ARiSE. THIS IS A SPECIFIC ISSUE IN WHICH
PAS H A S  S A I D  U M N O  I S  KAFIR: THEREFORE PROVE TO THE PEOPLE THAT UMNO

IS KAf iR.+

HE SAID  THE  P O I N T  W A S  T H A T  T H E  P E O P L E  S H O U L D  BE E N L I G H T E N E D  F O R
ALTHOUGH THEY NOW KNEW THE ALLEGATION TO BE FALSE* PAS STILL : ’
CONTINUED MAKING I T .

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IT MAD BEEN DECIDED THAT THE PANEL
T A K I N G  PART IN T H E  D E B A T E  COtlPRISED  SIX PEOPLEv  THREE EACH.FROM  U M N O
AND PAS, WITH THE APPOINTMENT OF THE CHAIRMAN AGREED TO BY BOTH
SIDES.

P A S  C O U L D  P U T  U P  L E A D E R S  W I T H  CREDIBILSTY A N D  S T A N D I N G  W H I L E
U M N O  W O U L D  A L S O  P R O P O S E  P E R S O N A L I T I E S  W I T H  C R E D I B I L I T Y  A S  I T S  T E A M .

+I MYSELF CAN DECIDE THE LEADERS TO REPRESENT UMNO BECAUSE WE -
H A V E  PEGPLE  W H O  C A N  A R G U E  O N  T H E  K A F I R  A L L E G A T I O N  B Y  PAS,.+

H E  A L S O  R E J E C T E D  T H E  U L A M A K S  ASSOCiAtfON’sS  OFFER TO B E  T H E
C O N V E N O R  F O R  T H E  DEBAfEv S A Y I N G  H E  DiD N O T  F A C E  A N Y  P R O B L E M  I N
F I N D I N G  A  N E U T R A L  T H I R D  P A R T Y  T O  C O N V E N E ’ T H E  D E B A T E . . . .

A S K E D  T O  C0MMEN.T  O N  T H E  CONDITfONS I M P O S E D  B Y  P A S  F O R  T H E  D E B A T E
INCLUDfNG T H A T  YMNO E L A B O R A T E  ON,THE V E R S E S  O F  T H E  ALBAO,ARAHv H E  S A I D

THIS W A S  O N L Y  A  PLOY B Y -  P A S  T O  W R I G G L E  O U T  O F  T H E  DEBATEI  *AS I F  O N L Y
T H E  A L B A Q A R A H  I S  I S L A M I C . +

tTHE I S S U E  N O W  I S  T H E  P A S  A L L E G A T I O N  O F  U M N O  P E O P L E  BEING
K A F I R S .  T H E Y  M U S T  T H E R E F O R E  S U B S T A N T I A T E  T H I S  A N D  N O T  IM‘pOSE
C O N D I T I O N S  F O R  W A N T I N G  T H I S  O R  T H A T  L E A D E R  T O  T A K E  P A R T  IN T H E
D E B A T E  A S  A N  E X C U S E  T O  E S C A P E  F R O M  1T.t

H E  A L S O  S A I D  TERENGGANU MENTERI B E S A R  D A T U K  AMAR HAJI W A N
MDKHTAR AHMADy  W H O  IS U M N O  RELIGXOUS B U R E A U  CHAIRMANs  H A D  I N F O R M E D
HiM O F  HIS R E A D I N E S S  T O  P A R T I C I P A T E  IN T H E  D E B A T E .

A S K E D  W H E T H E R  T H E  D E B A T E  W O U L D ,  R E S O L V E  U M N D - P A S  DIFFERENCES5
D A T U K  SERI DR M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H E  D E B A T E - W A S  N O T  A  tFINAL S E T T L E M E N T +
B U T  O N L Y  T O  E X P O S E  P A S  A L L E G A T I O N S  A G A I N S T  UMNO.

+THIS  IS N O T  A  S T A G E  P L A Y  W H I C H  P E O P L E  W I L L ’ G A T H E R  T O  WATCHBAND,
CLAf’.  THE PEOPLE WANT TO KNOW HOW UMNO MEMBERS ARE KiFlRS AS THIS IS
A SERIOUS ACCUSATION.+ --MORE _ -

M A H A T H I R - D E B A T E  5 K U A L A  LUMPUR  -.’

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR STRESSED THAT UMNO ACCEPTED THE CHALLENGE
‘ T O  G E B A T E  PAS B E C A U S E  THEHE  W A S  A  S P E C I F I C  I S S U E  T O  B E  T H R A S H E D  O U T
A N D  NOT BECAUSE IT W A N T E D  P U B L I C I T Y .

kWE ARE NOT SEEKING PUBLICITY BUT WANT ONLY TO DETERMINE T H E :
T R U T H  O F  T H E  P A S  A L L E G A T I O N .  P A S  WANTS’T.0 D E B A T E  T O  A T T R A C T
ATTENTION TO THEMSELVES.

,+IN FACT9 THEY LOVE DEBATES SO THAT THEY CAN BRING ALONG PEOPLE
T~:J  S H O U T  ’ ALLAHUAKBAR'  ( G O D  IS G R E A T )  v N O T  NiTH T H E  INTENTION O F
PRAISING GOD BUT TO WAKE NOISE,+ HE ADDED. --BERNAMA
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