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Sat. ~- Umno is ready’
to debate with Pas on
the latter’s allegation
that  Umno and i t s
members are “kafir”
(infidc ),
Minister Datuk SwJ__t

P r i m e
____~__

Dr  Mahathir  Moha-
k%&Td-tzdyy?

The. dcbatc  will bc li-
mitcd to this issue.

L!;,&;fi  ~0~~~~~~~
1s

the serious charge m a d e
a g a i n s t  Umno that it is
kafir.  Pas will have to
prove  i t s  a l l ega t ion  in ’
front of the rakyat.

“The  basis of this alle-
ga t ion  should  be  made
known publicly, to the ra-
k y a t .  Wc arc  ready  to

to people,
says P M

that IJmno is kafir is ser-
ious. We want to pin them
down so that they repeat
the charge in front of the
people .” D r  M a h a t h i r
sa id

A s k e d  w h y  U m n o  i s
now ready to trpke on Pas
after Pas had on numcr-
ous occasions made ,thc

. .
herring... don’t find an ex-
cuse to cvndc  the debate.”

Earlier. Dr Mahathir said
s e v e n  new m e m b e r s  t o o k
their oaths before the council
this morning.

ThdSupremc  Council also,
approved the  a
four deputy d

pointment  of’
tate  l iaison

chiefs. They  are Tcngku Ah-
m a d  R i t h a u d d e e n  (Ke-
lantan),  D a t u k  Shahrir  Sa-
mad (Johore).  Datuk’ Wira
Ahmad  Nordin  (Malacca)
and Shamsuri Sulleh (Pen-
ang).

. On the cal l  by Malacca
Umno  to ban the use of the
word “Islam” for names of
polit ical  parties ,  Dr Ma-
hathir said the Supreme
Council had decided that it ’
was not necessary to do S O

for the time being.
He also said the meeting

did not discuss the amend-
ments to the Umno  const i tu-
tion.

,
.

have the p u b l i c  debate
anytime. WC are not fix-
ing a date. Pas has only
lo say that they accept
and WC will arrange for it
to DC tclcviscd live.

“ WC all know the allc-
gations are baseless, but
W C  need lo tell this to the
pcoplf2,” D r  M a h a t h i r ,
who is also Umno prcsi-
‘dent, told a Press confcr-
cncc af te r  cha i r ing  the
Umno Supreme Council
mccting this morning.

“ WC  have reached a
s,tagc whcrc wc c a n n o t
allow a political party to
use its influence to wea-
ken the faith of Muslims
lo  ill, cxtcnt that lhcy su-
Inctimcs deviate from Is-
lam.”

Dr  Maha th i r  c i t ed  as
a n  example  the allcga-
tion thnt only those who
join Pas were Muslims.

“This is far from the Is-
lamic teaching...  as W C
know,  Prophet  Muham-
mad is not a Pas
m c m b c r . neither w a s
Imam Ghazali  o r  I m a m
Shafic  and others... ”

Dr Mahathir also said
P a s  w a s  w e l c o m e  t o
name three  reprcscnta- ,
tivrs it considered suita-
ble and who had credibi-
l i t y .  Umno w i l l  do’
likcwisc. A-chairman will
also be chosen.

Hc a l s o  s a i d  t h a t ’
Tcrcngganu  Mentcri  Hc-
sar Datuk  W a n  Mokhtm
Ahnlnd. who is the Umno
re l ig ious  bureau  cha i r -
m a n ,  h a d  already  ex-
prcsscd his wish;  to take
part.

“Thisis not a &ma.  I
know some pcoplc think
it is... but the a l l e g a t i o n

challenge, hc said: “WC
now have a specific issue.
They want a debate as a
Wity  to attract attention...
W C  don’t want to have it
for this reason. WC w a n t
to determine the truth of
the matter.

“In fact WC have in the past
offcrcd  to have a debate. Now
that WC have an issue we will
take  them on. Pas has a dif-
tcrent  intention... they will
bring as many of their people
to witness the debate and
thcsc  people will  shout Alla-
ILZL~II&IV...  but they do this
not to praise the greatness of
G o d . . .  onlv to drown the

The committee on the con-
stitution was now studying
Lhc matter and will be sub-
mitting a report to the spe-
cial  committee  set  up to
study Umno’s  selection and
administrative process.

Also present at the Press
conference  w e r e  D e p u t y
Prime  Minister Datuk Muss
tiitam,.wbo  is Umno  deputy
presidcnt.‘-and  National and
Rural Development Minister
D a t u k  Sanusi  Junid.  who is
Umno  sccrctary-general.

speakers’ &ices.”
A s k e d  w h e t h e r  UmnO

would respond to the condi-
tion suggcstcd  by Pas for the
debate to touch on the rcnd-
ing and intcrprctation  ot the
Al ~aqc~r'ctlr and Al Folrhuh
vcrscs  of the Quran.  Dr Ma-
hathir said: “To each his own
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  A s  w e  a11
know,  in Islam we have dif-
fcrent  m~~ztrcrbs  (schools of
jurisprudence). What they
w a n t  will  bring us no solu-
tion. They have said we are
kafirs... now prove it. Don’t
bring other matters...  no red

.
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