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By NURAINA SAMAD
KUALA LUMPUR,
Sat. — Umno is ready’
to debate with Pas on
the latter’s allegation
that Umno and its
members are “kafir”
(infidel), Prime

Minister (Datuk Seri _

Dr_Mahathir Moha-

mad said today.
‘The, debate will bc li-
mited to this issue.

“The | om‘t\' ht i
xﬂS\T is ‘:Ee‘a {¢] nig@
specific' issu¢ which™1s
the serious charge made
against Umno that it is
kafir. Pas will have to
rove its allegation in’
ront of the rakyat.

“The basis of this ale-
gation should be made
known publicly, to the ra-
kyat. We arc ready to

Pas s’t

RST S.hso'.%‘@: 084

proo
to people,
says PM

that Umno is kafir is ser-
ious. We want to pin them
down so that they repeat
the charge in front of the
people.” Dr Mahathir

said

Asked why Umno is
now ready to take on Pas
after Pas had on numer-
ous occasions made the

afir issue |

4

herring... don’'t find an ex-
cuse to evade the debate”

Earlier. Dr Mahathir said
seven ncw members took
their oaths before the council
this morning.

The Supreme Council also:
approved the appointment of’
four deputy State liaison
chiefs. They are Tcngku Ah-
mad Rithauddeen (Ke-
lantan), Datuk Shahrir Sa-
mad (Johore), Datuk’ Wira
Ahmad Nordin (Malacca)
and Shamsuri Sulleh (Pen-
ang).

. On the call by Malacca
Umno to ban the use of the
word “lslam” for names of

olitical parties, Dr Ma-

athir said the Supreme
Council had decide
was not necessary to do so
o the time being.

He also said the meeting
did not discuss the amend-
ments to the Umno constitu-
tion.

that it

have the public debate
anytime. Woc are not fix-
ing a date. Pas has only
lo say that they accept
and wc will arrange for it
to Dctelevised live.

“ Wc all know thealle-
gations are basecless, but
wc need lo tell this to the
pcople,” Dr Mahathir,
who is also Umno presi-

‘'dent, told a4 Press confer-

ence after chairing the
Umno Supreme Council
mccting this morning.

“ Wc haverecached a
stage where we cannot
allow a political party to
usc its influence to wea-
kenthe faith of Muslims
lo an extent that they so-
metimes deviate from Is-
lam.”

Dr Mahathir cited as
an example the allega-
tion thnt only those who
join Pas were Muslims.

“This is far from the Is-
lamic teaching... as w c
know, Prophet Muham-
mad is not a Pas
mcmbcr. neither was
Imam Ghazali or Imam
Shafie and others... ”

Dr Mahathir also said
Pas was welcome to
name three reprcscnta-,
tivrs it considered suita-
ble and who had credibi-
lity. Umno will do»
likewisc. A-chairman will
also be chosen.

He also said that’
Tercngganu Menteri Be-
sar Datuk Wan Mokhta
Ahmad, who is the Umno
religious bureau chair-
man, had alrcadyex-
pressed his wish to take
part. L

“This.is not a drama. |
know some people think
it is... but the allegation

challenge, hc said: “Wc
now have a specific issue.
They want a debate as a
way to attract attention...
wc don’t want to have it
for this reason. Wc want
to determine the truth of
the matter.

“In fact wc have in the past
offered to have a debate. Now
that wc have an issue we will
take them on. Pas has a dif-
ferent intention... they will
bring as many of their people
to witness the debate and
thesc people will shout Alla-
huakbar... but they do this
not to praise the greatness of
God... only to drown the
speakers' voices.”

Asked whether Umno
would respond to the condi-
tion suggested by Pas for the
debate to touch on the read-
ing and interpretationof the
A~ Bagarah and Al Fatihah
verses Of the Quran, Dr Ma-
hathir said: “To each his own
interpretation. As we all
know, in Islam we have dit-
fcrent mazhabs (schools of
jurisprudence). What they

want will bring us no solu-

tion. They have said we are
kafirs... now prove it. Don't
bring other matiers... no red

The committee on the con-
stitution was now studying
the matter and will be sub-
mitting a report to the spe-
cial committee set up to
study Umno's selection and
administrative process.

Also present at the Press
conference were Deputy
Prime Minister Datuk Musa
Hitam, who is Umno deputy
resident,~and National and
ural Development Minister
Datuk SanusiJunid, who is

Umno sccrctary-general.
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