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KUALA LUMPURv  S E P T . 1 8  (BERNAMA)---  D A T U K  SERI D R .  MAHATHIR.
HOHAMAD EXPRESSED REGRET TONIGHT THAT THERE HAS BEEN VERY LITTLE
‘CH64NGE  IN  MALAYSIA’s  SHARE OF  T H E  BR I TI S H  M A RK E T  F O R  M A N Y  Y EA R S
RESULTING IN THE’BALANCE OF TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO COWTRIES  ALWAYS
I N  B R I T A I N ’ S  F A V O U R .

,

THE PRIME MINISTER EMPHASISED THAT THIS SITUATION MUST NOT BE
A L L O W E D  TD PERSfSTv  OTHERWISE IT WOULQ NEGATE ALL THE EFFORTS THAT
HAD BEEN PUT IN TOGETHER TO CONSOLIDATE AND STRENGTWEN~RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE -TWO COUNTFl1ES.

~ HE SAID THAT BRITAIN WAS TODAY ON,C GF M A L A Y S I A ’ S  L A R G E S T  S O U R C E S

OF CAPITAL XNVESTHEtiT IN THE MANUFACTURING BECTORo  RANKING SECOND
ONLY TO SSNG.4PORE.

BUT,  HE ADDED,  BRITAIN NOW RANKED ONLY AS THE SIXTH LARGEST
T R A D I N G  PARTNERq ACCOUNTING.FOR  A B O U T  T H R E E  FJER  CENT OF MALAYSIA’S
TOTAL TRADE, COMPARED WITH NEAR',.Y 'EIGHT PER CENT 10 YEARS AGo.

S I M I L A R L Y  3 .THE  IMPORTANCE OF. MALJ~YSIA lAS: BRITAIN’ 5 T R A D I N G
PARTNER HAL’, DECLINED OVER THE YEARS, WITH.  MALAYSIA ACCOUNTING FOR
LESS THAN 0.9 PER CENT OF SRITAIN ‘s TOTAL TRADE9  C O M P A R E D  W I T H  F I V E
PE,R  CENT A DECADE AGO3  HE ADQED W H E N  I N A U G U R A T I N G  T H E
M A L A Y S I A N - B R I T I S H  S O C I E T Y  A T  A  D I N N E R  H E R E .

I +WHILE  I  AM HAPPY TO RECGGNJSE  T H E  P O S I T I V E  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  O F  T H E  -
BRITISH G O V E R N M E N T  A S  Wf$L A%THE BUSfNESS COMMUNITY  T O W A R D S  M E E T I N G
T H E  &$3PIRATIONS OF THE NEW SCONOMIC POLICvr'I  L E A R N  W I T H  R E G R E T  T H A T
T H E R E  H A S  B E E N  V E R Y  L I T T L E  CH,ANGE;,IN  M A L A Y S I A ’ S  S H A R E  O F  T H E  B R I T I S H
MARKET FOR MANY YEARS.

+I AM DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS,  BEARING IN
MIND THAT -i-HE BAiANCE OF TRADE WITH BRITAIN HAS NEVER BEEN IN OUR
FAVOURI+ HE TOLD MEMBERS OF. THE MALAYSIAN-BHPTISH  AND
BRITISH-MALAYSIAN SOCIETIES WHO ATTENDED THE DINNER.

DATUK SERI DR MAMATHIR HOPED THAT BOTH SOCIETIES WOULD GIVE
+THIS I M P O R T A N T  ISSVE+  D U E  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  I N  T H E I R - F U T U R E

D E L I B E R A T I O N S  A S  H E  BELIEVED.,THAT  THE SO0NER.A  S O L U T I O N  W A S  F O U N D  T O
THE PROBLEM OF TRADE IMBALANCE THE SOONER COULD BOTH COUNTRIES
CONCENTRATE ON OTHER AREAS OF COOPERATION.

MEETINGS WERE HELD YESTERDAY BETNEEN  THE TWO SOCIETIES AND AREAS
OF COOPERATION~  INCLUDING iNVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITIES9 TRAINING AND
TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY WERE EXAMINED AND PROGRAMMES OUTLINED FOR

: FUTURE ACTION; '
T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  R E I T E R A T E D  T H A T  M A L A Y S I A  W E L C O M E D  B R I T A I N ’ S

GROWING INTEREST IN MALAYSIA AS SHOWN BY THE NUMBER OF VISITS MADE
BY BRITISH LEADERS AND PERSONALITIES IN THE PAST YEAR.

HE BELIEVED THAT THESE CONTACT 8 ‘AND CONSULTATIONS WOULD AUGUR
W E L L  F O R  B I L A T E R A L  C O O P E R A T I O N  B O T H  FOR NOW AND THE FUTURE,3  BESIDES
S E R V I N G  T O  F U R T H E R  C O N S O L I D A T E  T H E  C L O S E  T I E S  B E T W E E N  T H E  T W Q
C O U N T R I E S .

DATUK  SERI DR MAHATHXR  S A I D  M A L A Y S I A  H A D  B E N E F I T E D  GREATLi FROM
THE A S S I S T A N C E  G I V E N  B Y  T H E  B R I T I S H  G O V E R N M E N T ,  P A R T I C U L A R L Y  I N  T H E
FIELD OF TECHNOLOGY AND INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION.

+WE APPRECIATE THE STEPS THAT HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO ALLEVIATE THE
H A R D S H I P S  F A C E D  B Y  O U R  S T U D E N T S  I N  T H E  U N I T E D  K I N G D O M  A N D  W E  W E L C O M E
T H E  HOVE BY T H E  BRXTISH  G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  P R I V A T E  I N S T I T U T I O N S  TQ
PROVIDE S C H O L A R S H I P S  A N D  A W A R D S  IN VAR.IOUS  kIELDS  AT BOTH GRADUATE
AND POST-GRADUATE LEVELS.+

THE PRIME MINISTER NOTED THE INITIATIVE TAKEN BY BOTH SIDES TO
DEVELOP STRONG TIES BETWEEN THE RESPECTIVE COLLEGES AND

,’ U N I V E R S I T I E S 9  I N C L U D I N G  T H E  B R I G H T O N  P O L Y T E C H N I C  A N D  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y
GF S U S S E X  T O G E T H E R  W I T H  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  MALAYA!  U N I V E R S I T I
TEKNOLOGI  M A L A Y S I A  A N D  INSTITUT  TEKNOLOGI.  MARA. .._.

HE SAID MORE SUCH TIES WOULD BE NEEDED IN FUTURE AS-MALAYSIA
INTENDED TO REDUCE THE BURDEN OF OTHER‘COUNTRIES  FOR UNIVERSITY
.“LACES.  By CONDUCTING THE FIRST’  AND SECOND YEAR COURSES .AS.  WE.LL  AS, : ,..
FRE+NIVERSITY  T R A I N I N G  W I T H I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y . - - - M O R E



M A H A T H I R - B R I T I S H  ‘:i KUALA  CUriPlJR (EMBARGO1 -..I

O N  T H E  B R I T I S H - M A L A Y S I A N  A N D  M A L A Y S I A N - B R I T I S H  SOCIETIESr DATUK
SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  SAID H E  H A D  P L E D G E D  SUPPaRT F O R  THEIR SETTlNG-UP A T
A  D I N N E R  W I T H  HIS B R I T I S H  C O U N T E R P A R T  M A R G A R E T  T H A T C H E R  D U R I N G  HIS t
P R I V A T E  VISIT TO BRITASN’IN M A R C H  L A S T  Y E A R .

H E  W A S  S U R E  T H A T  T H E  SETTlNG  O F  T H E S E  S O C I E T I E S  R E F L E C T E D  T H E *
C O N C E R N  O F  T H E PEOFL E B O T H  I N  M A L A Y S I A  A N D  BRSTAXNr  P A R T I C U L A R L Y
T H O S E  WHO,HAD BUSXNESS  D E A L X N C S  I N  E A C H  O T H E R ’ S ’  COVNTRYv  F O R  T H E
P R O M O T P O N  O F  C L O S E  A N D  HARl’?ONXOUS R E L A T I O N S  B E T W E E N  T H E  T W O  ” ’
C O U N T R I E S .

T H E  S O C I E T I E S  A R E  MEADED  B Y  T H E  COCINTRIES’ F O R M E R  C E N T R A L  B A N K _ ’
GOVERNORSr TWN IS.MAIL  AL1 AND L O R D ’  RICdARDSON.

T H E  PRPME MINSS’I’E:H H O P E D  T H A T  U N D E R  THEIR  L E A D E R S H I P  A&&D”
G;i)P DANCE 9 T H E  T W O  S O C I E T I E S  tJOWLD  P L A Y  A  D Y N A M I C  R O L E  I N  FOSTERXNG.
FRTENDSHZP  A N D  ?ROt&TINC. B E T T E R  C U L T U R A L  5 E D U C A T I O N A L ,  E C O N O M I C  ANti ,,’ f

Ti?RDE lX.LAYlONC; BETWEEN MALAYSIA AND BRITAIN.-y_yef  RNAMA-_
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