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K U A L A  L U M P U R ,  S E P T . 1 9  (BERNAMAI -- DATUK SERL DR’_M_H!!T%l.X.R
tlOH~M_AD  SAID .ToDAY  T H A T  H E  W O U L D  M A K E  T H E  A R R A N G E M E N T S  F O R  L I V E
TELECAST OF THE PROPOSED DEBATE BETWEEN PAS AND UMNO ONCE H E
R E C E I V E D  O F F I C I A L  N O T I F I C A T I O N  F R O M  P A S  A G R E E I N G  T O  T H E  D E B A T E .

H O W E V E R !  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  M A D E  I T  C L E A R  T H A T  .UMNO  W O U L D  N O T
A C C E P T  T H E  P A S  P R O P O S A L  T H A T  T H E  D E B A T E  BE,TWEEN  THE TWO PARTIES BE
O N  T H E  A C C U S A T I O N S  O F  K A F I R  ( I N F I D E L )  B E T W E E N  P A S  A N D  U M N O .

HE SAW NO REASON WHY OTHER ISSUES SHOULD SE BROUGHT INTO THE
DEEATE  E S P E C I A L L Y  A S  U M N O  H A D  N E V E R / M A D E  A N Y  I N S I N U A T I O N  O F  P A S
M E M B E R S  B E I N G  K A F I R .

UMNO WOULD AGREE TO DEBATE ON ONLY ONE TOPIC -- THE PAS
ACCUSATION THAT UMNO MEMBERS WERE KA,FIR, HE TOLD BERNAMA AFTER
CHAIRING THE WEEKLY CABINET MEETING AT HIS O F F I C E  H E R E .

+THE TOPIC OF THE DEBATE WILL BE CONFINED TO WHAT I SAID EARLIER
( P A S  A L L E G A T I O N S  T H A T  U M N O  M E M B E R S  A R E  K A F I R . )  U M N O  H A D  N E V E R  S A I D
P A S  M E M B E R S  A R E  KAFIRI  SO WHY SHOULD THE DEBATE BE ON THE ACCUSATIONS
O F  K A F I R  B E T W E E N  P A S  A N D  U M N O ? +  - - M O R E
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D A T U K  SERI OR M A H A T H I R  W A S  C O M M E N T I N G  O N  A  S T A T E M E N T  B Y  P A S
‘ S E C R E T A R Y - G E N E R A L  H A J I  H A S S A N  S H U K R I  T H A T  T H E  T O P I C  F O R  THE’DEBATE
SHOULD BE THE ACCUSATIONS OF ,KAFiR  BETWEEN PAS AND’  UMNO.

I T  W A S  R E P O R T E D  T H A T  P A S  H E A D Q U A R T E R S  H A D  S E N T  A N  O F F I C I A L
LETTER TO UMNO SECRETARY-GENERAL DATUK SERI' SANUSI JUNID AGREEING TO
THE PROPOSED DEBATE ON THE TOPIC SUGGESTED BY UMNO.

THE UMNO PRESIDENT SAID HE HAD NOT RECEIVED ANY OFFICIAL
R E S P O N S E  .YET FROM PAS AGREEING TO THE DEBATE AND .NEITHER  HAD HE SEEN
T H E  L E T T E R  S E N T  BY T H E  O P P O S I T I O N  P A R T Y .

O N  P A S ’ .  W I L L I N G N E S S  T O  N O M I N A T E  I T S  P R E S I D E N T ?  D E P U T Y  P R E S I D E N T
AND ONE OF .ITS VICE,-PRESIDENTS TO TAKE PART IN T H E  D E B A T E  O N
C O N D I T I O N  T H A T  U M N O  D I D  L I K E W I S E ,  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D .  P A S  &S
WELCOME TO DO SO ‘BUT IT DID NOT NECESSARILY MEAN THAT UMNO WOULD

,  F O L L O W  S U I T .
+THEY  A R E  W E L C O M E  T O  S E N D  T H E I R  THREE’TOP  L E A D E R S  ,.. BUT IT JS

' N O T  N E C E S S A R Y  T H A T  W E  T O O  D O  SOg+.  H E  A D D E D ,  - - M O R E5 I
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“‘+WE:‘$ILL  S E E  T H E I R  (PAS)  R E P L Y  F I R S T , +  H E  SiID W H E N  A S K E D  W H O
“‘W0UL0  %E TH&?HREE  ,L’IKELY  UMNO  C A N DI D AT E S  ~0 06 NOMINATED  T O  T A K E

RT IN THE DEBATE,
T:!.D,bTUK  SERI  OR MAHA.THIR  H A D  S A I D  A F T E R  T H E  U M N O  SUPREME  C O U N C I L
:C~%I$I.G,~LAST  SA TU R D A Y  T H A T  T H E  R EA S ON  FO R  T H E  PR.OPOSED  D E B AT E  WA S

‘CAUSti  PAS, HAD MADE-THE  SERIOUS CHARGE THAT UMNO WAS KAFIR ANU U M N O
WANTED TO PIN DOW! PA? BY ASKING I'T TO PROVE ITS ALLEGATION IN FRONT
O F  T H E  P E O P L E  O V E R  A  N A T I O N - W I D E  L I V E  T E L E C A S T .

I T  W A S  D E C I D E D  T H A T  B O T H  P A R T I E S  B E  R E P R E S E N T E D  B Y  T H R E E  L E A D E R S
EACH AN D  THE DEBATE  SHOULD  B E  C H A I RE D  BY SOMEONE  AC C E P T AB L E  T O  BOTH
P A R T I E S .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T O D A Y  H E  H A D  N O T  F I X E D  T H E  D A T E  F O R  T H E
D E B A T E  A S  H E  N E E D E D  T I M E  T O  M A K E  T H E  N E C E S S A R Y  A R R A N G E M E N T S .

+IT DOES NOT MEAN THAT, IF PAS RE’PLIES  TODAY THAT THEY AGREE TO
1 THE ,DEBAT,El  I WILL IMMEDIATELY SAY THAT WE. ARE GOING fO DO IT NOW.

+WE HAVE TO MAKE THE NFCESARY  A R R A N G E M E N T S  F O R  T V  T E L E C A S T  A N D
O T H E R  P R E P A R A T I O N S . +  --BERNAMA
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