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A  M A L A Y S I A N  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  - - I S  E X P E C T E D  B Y  I T A L I A N  O F F I C I A L S  A N D
I N D U S T R I A L I S T S  H E R E  T O  B E  , A  T U R N I N G  P O I N T  I N  T H E  HITHERTC.:LOW-KEYED
ITALIAN-MALAYSIAN ECONOMIC AND TRADE RELATIONS.

MALAYSIAN OFFICIALS ARE ALSO OPTIMISTIC THAT THE VISIT, WILL '.
ERING AEOUT A NEW TREND IN BILATERAL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO

I ,_ .

C O U N T R I E S .
T H E  HIGH P O I N T  O F  T H E  V I S I T  I S  T H E  E X P L O R A T I O N  O F  .ECONOMIC  A N D :

T R A D E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  A S  I N D I C A T E D  BY D A T U K  SERI OR M A H A T H I R ’ S
I T I N E R A R Y  A N D  H I S  DELEGATION3  W H I C H  I N C L U D E S  2 7  M E M B E R S  FRO,M  T H E
P R I V A T E  S E C T O R .

,

H I S  O F F I C I A L  P R O G R A M M E  I N C L U D E S  A  C A L L  O N  P R E S I D E N T  S A N D R O
PERTINI  O N  T H E  F I R S T  D A Y  O F  H I S  VISIT3 W H I C H  CO‘INCIDENTALLYr  I S  T H E
E V E  O F  T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  88TH  B I R T H D A Y .

T H I S  W I L L  BE F O L L O W E D :  B Y  A  + F O U R - E Y E D +  M E E T I N G  BETWEENDATUK
SERI D R . M A H A T H I R  A N D  I T A L I A N  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  BETTINO  C R A X I .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R .  M A H A T H I R  I S  E X P E C T E D ‘ T O  B R I E F  H I S  I T A L I A N .,
C O U N T E R P A R T  O N  T H E  P O L I T I C A L  S I T U A T I O N  I N  S O U T H E A S T  ASIA’.AND.  . I_ :-
KAMPUCHEA.

I T A L Y  S U P P O R T S  T H E  ASEAN S T A N D  O N  K A M P U C H E A .
T H E  T A L K S  B E T W E E N  T H E  T W O  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R S  A R E  A L S O  E X P E C T E D  T O

T O U C H  O N  E C O N O M I C  C O O P E R A T I O N .  - -  M O R E
.  D A T U K  S E R I  D R .  M A H A T H I R  I S  B E L I E V E D ’ T O  H A V E  H A D  A  P E R S O N A L  H A N D ’

I N .  PROGRAMM.ING  H_IS V I S I T S  A N D  M A N Y  O F  THEM,HAVE  B E E N  I N C L U D E D  A T  H I S
R E Q U E S T .

TH.ESE  I N C L U D E  S T U D Y  T O U R S  O F  ROBOTISED CHAI.NS  A N D  T E S T I N G
G R O U N D S  O F  LEAbING I T A L I A N  AUTOMdBILE PLANTS3 COMPUTERISATION
S Y S T E M S  1 T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 1  A E R O N A U T I C A L  A N D  S H I P Y A R D  C E N T R E S  I N
TORINO A N D  P I S A .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  I S  A L S O  SCHE.DULED  T O  M E E T  A B O U T  3 5 0
MALAYSIANS WHO ARE WORKING ON A MALAYSIAN NAVAL PROJECT AT THE
I N T E R M A R I N E  S H I P Y A R D  I N  P I S A  O N  T H E  F I N A L  D A Y  O F  HIS VIS'IT.
HE WILL ALSO ADDRESS A JOINT MEETING OF THE ITALIAN AND

M A L A Y S I A N  P R I V A T E  S E C T O R S .
H E R E  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  I S  E X P E C T E D  T O  O U T L I N E  M A L A Y S I A ’ S

LNTERESTS  A N D  O’BJECTIVES.
‘ D I S C U S S I O N S  WI.LL ALSO BE H E L D  O N  T H E  P R O M O T I O N  O F  D I R E C T  TRADE,

INVESTMENTSI J O I N T - V E N T U R E  P R O J E C T S 1  T R A I N I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  A N D !
T E C H N O L O G Y  T R A N S F E R . - - M O R E
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BOTH SIDES ARE ALSO HOPEFUL OF SOME FINAL AGREEMENT OR PERHAPS
E V E N  T H E  S I G N I N G  O F  A N  A G R E E M E N T  O N  T H E  I T A L I A N  O F F E R  O F  A  S E C O N D
L I N E  O F  C R E D I T  F O R  U S 2 0 0  M I L L I O N  ( A B O U T  M B 4 6 8  M,ILLION).

T H E  F I R S T  L I N E  O F  C R E D I T  F O R  U S 9 1 0 0  M I L L I O N  W A S  S I G N E D  I N  1 9 8 1 .
I T A L I A N  T R A D E  S O U R C E S  H E R E  A R E  O V E R W E L M I N G L Y  ENTHUSIAST$C  A B O U T

T H E  V I S I T  A N D  A R E  H O P E F U L  T H A T  S O M E  A G R E E M E N T  ,WOULD  BE REACHED ON
T H E  L A U N C H I N G  O F  T W O  T R A D I N G  COMPANIESI  ONE HERE AND.THE  OTHER I N
I T A L Y  1 T O  P R O M O T E  T R A D E  B E T W E E N  T H E  T W O  C O U N T R I E S  A N D  IN T H I R D ’
C O U N T R I E S .

T H E  S O U R C E S  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  O V E R S E A S  I N V E S T M E N T
C O R P O R A T I O N  W H O S E  REP,RESENTATIVES WOULD BE IN T H E  D E L E G A T I O N  W E R E
K E E N  O N  T H E  I D E A .

T H E  I D E A  H A D  B E E N  .DISCUSSED  E A R L I E R  T H I S  Y E A R  W H E N  T H E  I N A U G U R A L
M E E T I N G  O F  T H E  I T A L I A N - M A L A Y S I A N  J O I N T  C O M M I S S I O N  O N  T R A D E  A N D
E C O N O M I C  C O O P E R A T I O N  W A S  .HELD  H E R E . - - M O R E 3
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T H E  F I R S T  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  T H E - I T A L I A N  EMBASSY HERE7 ENCIK 'I0
MAPIANI 7 S A I D  I T A L I A N S  H A D  P L A C E D  H I G H  HOPES  DN T H I S  VISITm

THE AMBASSADOR,  ENCIK MARCELLO  SPATAFQRAI  H A D  A L R E A D Y  GONE SACK
TO I T A L Y  T H R E E  W E E K S  A H E A D  T O  C O O R D I N A T E  A R R A N G E M E N T S  FOR THE  VISIT’

ENCIK  M A R I A N I  A N D  T H E  I T A L I A N  TRADE‘CDMMISSIONER  HEREy  DRm
SERGIO  G I A R D I N A : S A I D  T H E  EMBASSY  A N D  T H E  I T A L I A N  T R A D E  OFFICE HAD
BEEN P L A G U E D  \jITH ENQURIES  F R O M  ITALY ABOUT  T H E  VISIT=

+ITALIANS  ARE.SD E N T H U S I A S T I C  T H A T  T H E Y  W A N T  T H E  PRIME MINISTER
TO S E E  H A L F  OF ITALYI+  A D D E D  ENCIK MARIANI=

H E  S A I D  T H E  ITALIANS7 WHO  H A D  A L L  T H E  W H I L E  BEEN  D E A L I N G  WITH
ONLY  T R A D I T I O N A L  P A R T N E R S  IN EUROPE7 GQIJTH A M E R I C A  A N D  NEST ASIA3
H A D  C H A N G E D  T H E I R  A T T I T U D E  A N D  W E R E  NOW FCCUSING  THE1R  INTEREST  IN
MALAYSIA  W H I C H  H A D  A  P O T E N T I A L  F O R  A  S E V E N  To E I G H T  PER CENT GRoWTH’
C O M P A R E D  T() I T A L Y ’ S  T R A D I T I O N A L  .PARTNERS  WHERE G R O W T H  WAS *NLY’AeoUT
ONE P E R  C E N T  A N N U A L L Y . - - M O R E

DR. GIARDINA.SAID  T H A T  IN T H E  P A S T  T H E  I T A L I A N  P R I V A T E  SECTtjR
H A @  N O T  F O C U S E D  I T S  I N T E R E S T  I N  M A L A Y S I A .

T H I S  W A S  E V I D E N T  F R O M  T H E  L O W  V O L U M E  O F  T R A D E  B E T W E E N  T H E  Tut-j
CCIUNTRIES.

I T A L I A N  E X P O R T S  TD M A L A Y S I A  AMoUNTED  T O  A BO U T  $ 2 7 0  M I L L IO N  L A S T  _
YEAR AND ITS I M P O R T S  F R O M  M A L A Y S I A  TOTALLED  ABOUT $290.

I T A L Y  H A S  A L S O  S E T  U P  S O M E  J O I N T - V E N T U R E S  H E R E .
D R .  G I A R D I N A  S A I D  T H E  I T A L I A N  I N S T I T U T E  QF’FOREIGN  TRADE’HAD,

U N D E R  A  P R O G R A M M E  K N O W N  A S  +PROJECT  MALAYSIA+r.IDENTIFIED  M A L A Y S I A
A S  A  P O L I T I C A L L Y  A N D  E C O N O M I C A L L Y  S T A B L E  C O U N T R Y  F O R  I T A L I A N
P R O M O T I O N A L  ACTlV_ITIES  FOR FIVE YEARS A N D  M O R E .

W I T H  THIS9 DR. GIARDINA SAID1 ITALY WHICH RANKED AS THE WORLD'S
SEVENTH INDUST'RIALISED NATION, WAS EXPECTED TO MAKE A CONCERTED,
EFFORT TO IMPRdE.TRADE AND ECONOMIC TIES WI.TH MALAYSIA.

DR. GIARDINA ALSO SAID THAT THE ITALIANS WERE NOT MERELY LOOKING
FOR MARKETS TO SELL THEIR GOODS BUT WERE ALSO KEEN ,IN T E C H N O L O G Y
T R A N S F E R . - - M O R E

OTHER T R A D E  S O U R C E S  S A I D  I T A L Y  W H I C H ’ H A D  S U F F E R E D  LOSSES  DUE To
C H A N G I N G  POLITICAL  S I T U A T I O N S  I N  S O U T H  A M E R I C A  A N D  W E S T  A S I A ,  W H E R E
IT HAD BEEN  T R A D I T I O N A L L Y  C O N C E N T R A T I N G ,  W A S  PIoH.  SERIQUSLY
D I V E R S I F Y I N G  T O  ,OTHER  COUNTRIES.

ITALY,  WHICH DOES N O T  H A V E  A N Y  M A J O R  P R I M A R Y  R E S O U R C E S ,  IS ALSO
KEEN Tr3 C U L T I V A T E  D I R E C T  C O N T A C T  W I T H  C O U N T R I E S  L I K E  M A L A Y S I A  W H E R E
A N  APUNDANCE  O F  R A W  M A T E R I A L S  A R E  FOUND_

T H I S  IS I N D I C A T E D  I N  I T S  P R O P O S A L S  TO SET UP R E S O U R C E - B A S E D
J O I N T - V E N T U R E  I N D U S T R I E S  I N  M A L A Y S I A .

DATUK SERI DR.  MAHATHI,R’S  T H R E E - D A Y  V I S I T  I S  A  T I G H T L Y - P A C K E D
ONE.

MALAYSIAN  OFFICIALS  S A Y  T H A T  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R ,  WHO IS E X P E C T E D
TO S P E N D  A  SHORT HOLIDAY  B E F O R E  A N D  A F T E R  THE VISIT,  FjIGHT  U S E  H I S
HOLIDAY  TO C O M P L E M E N T  H I S  O F F I C I A L  PROGRAMME.

THE P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  U S U A L L Y  U S E S  H I S  H O L I D A Y S  +Q +SHQP  FOR
T E C H N O L O G Y  AND IDEAS?+  THEY ADD.

A  PROGRAMME  H A S  ALSo  B E E N  A R R A N G E D  F O R  DATUK SERI DATIN  PADUKA
D R .  SIT1  H A S M A H  TO VIAIT COTTAGE INDUSTRiES. IN ITALY.--BE@)AMA., .-;. I_ - 1
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