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KUALA’LUMPbR.u h 1—9 roblem
of poor and incffcctivc managemcn%
which plagued the.co-operative move-
ment in the past have been ovcrcomc,
Prime Minister Datuk SeriD» Ma- |
hathir Mohamad said.

I s Nalional Co-operative Day sSou-.
venir programmMC message, DI Mahathi J
observed that the movement” had recelved!
overwhelming support from the public. ‘

is success, NC sa d, rcflccted the
strength and cffcctivencas of the co-opcra: !
tive managcmecent. -

“Of course, at_one tinje there were a
number of complaints from members Who
were not satisfied with the running of ccr-
tain_co-opcrativcs.

“This problem is no lgnger evident.”

Cclcbrations for the national-level Inter-
national Co-opcrative Day was launched by
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Musa Hitam
in Johorc Baru ycstcrday.

On this ycar's celebration theme, Co-
opcratives Uphold Democracy, Dr Ma-
hathir said the theme is appropriate and
timely.

Wc said therole, an&contributions of co-
operatives In assisting to strengthen the
nation's economy arc greatl%/. appreciated.

However, cach co-opcrative member
must cnsurc that the movement in the
country remains firm and continues to be
strong. '

Mcanwhile, in the same souvenir pro-
gramme National and RuraT Dcvelopment
Minister’ Datuk SeriSanusi Junid said co-
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operatives must be supervised by those

‘who were clcctcd through the democratic

process. )

“Mcmbers Of a co-opcrative aso havethe
same right, irrcspective of the number of
shares they own in the co-operative.

“Howcvcr. o cnsurc the suécess of thet
bigger co-opcratives. the management,
must bc by professionals but the supervi-
sion must bc maintained in the handsof the-
clcctcd committee members.” S

Hc also agreed with the proposal/that em-’

LA Ployccs of "co-opcratives bc discouraged

rom becoming members of their respec-
tive organisations.

In this contcxf, he proposed that the em-
ployccs of co-opcratiycs bc alowed to set
up their own Wdrkers Investment Co-oper

atives « KPP) through
which they can buy
shares.
The KPP, hc added,
could scnd itSrepresenta-
tives t0 attend the gene-
ral mecetings. .
The Minister also
urged co-operatives
whose members arc ‘scat-
tcred all over the country

lo amend thdir by-laws to
provide for a dclcaatcs
meme-

system in which ‘mc
bers at State and district
levels are allowed toO

have theirs own general
ymeetings to appoint dclc-.

gates to the genceral
1 meeting al central level.
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In this way, a member
who has a small share
‘would not usc up his divi-
dend on cxpenscs to at-
lcnd'gcncral meetings.

“ At the samce time, he
will not lose his dcmocra- |
! tic right as he has a plat-
“form at the lower level
«and through his elected
" rcprescntative has a-,
¥voice a the national le-
vel”

. The Dircctor-General
" of the Co-operalive Deve-
4 lopment Department,
Haji-Abdul Aziz Abdul
Wahab, said there arc
nearly <,300 co-opera-
- tives in the country with
. 25 million members. .
. In addition, about $820
million in capital has
been paild by mMCMmoers.

Assets of the co-opcra- \
' tives are about $3,500 mil- |
! lion, \
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