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FROM RACHMAN NORDIN \ iv ?
P H I L A D E L P H I A ? OCT 9  (BERNAMA) - - D A T U K  SERI  ,DR. M A H A T H S R  M O H A M A D ”

H A S  I N V I T E D  T H E  A M E R I C A N  M U S L I M  COMMUNXTY  TO SEN6-~E~~~~E-~~~~~-~-E-S~  Tb ‘;*
,THE I N T E R N A T I O N A L  Q U R A N  R E A D I N G  C O M P E T I T I O N  W H I C H  M A L A Y S I A  H O S T S  ,’

’ I .  A N N U A L L Y  I N  K U A L A  L U M P U R  D U R I N G  T H E  F A S T X N G  M O N T H . .
‘-. . ;

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  H E  L O O K E D  F O R W A R D  T O  S E E I N G  M U S L I M
AMER.ICANS  NOT ONLY TAKING PART BUT ALSO USING THE O P P O R T U N I T Y  TD

E X P R E S S  F E E L I N G S  O F  B R O T H E R H O O D  W I T H  M U S L I M S  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  WORLD
DURING THE MUSAEAQAH.

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  E X T E N D E D  THE! I N V I T A T I O N  W H E N  A D D R E S S I N G‘.
’ v.’ 1,;” ” M O R E  T H A N  5 0 0  PARENTS?  S T U D E N T S  A N D  O F F I C I A L S  O F  T H E  S I S T E R  C L A R A

I’, M O H A M A D  S C H O O L  FOR MUSLIM CHILDREN HERE YESTERDAY.  THE S I S T E R  C L A R A
I M O H A M A D  S C H O O L  I S  T H E  O N L Y  N O N - G O V E R N M E N T A L  I N S T I T U T I O N  OF ITS KIND

-- ‘ IN THE UNITED STATES CATERING F O R  M U S L I M  C H I L D R E N  F R O M  K I N D E R G A R T E N
I T O  T H E  12TH  G R A D E  A G E  G R O U P S  ( B E T W E E N  S I X  A N D  1 7  Y E A R S  OLD).

I THE VISIT TO THE SCHOOL GAVE HIM THE FIRST REAL OPORTUNSTY  TO /
M E E T  A M E R I C A N  MUSLIMSv  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D . - - M O R E
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M A H A T H I R - Q U R A N  2  P H I L A D E L P H I A ’ /
H E  W A S  V E R Y  I M P R E S S E D  B Y -  T H E  S T U D E N T S ’  A B I L I T Y  N O T  O N L Y  TO-

R E C I T E  T H E  Q U R A N  B U T  A L S O  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  I T S  M E A N I N G ,  E A S E D  O N  T H E I R
P R E S E N T A T I O N S - T O  HIM3 H E  S A I D .

H E  H O P E D  T H E  S C H O O L  W O U L D  C O N T I N U E  T O  I N S T I L L  T H E  H I G H E S T  V A L U E S ,;i
IN T H E  S T U D E N T S  S O  T H A T  T H E Y  W O U L D  NClT O N L Y  B E  R E S P E C T E D  I N  T H E I R  O W N
C O M M U N I T Y  B U T  A L S O  T H E I R  P R E S E N C E  I N  I T  B E C O M I N G  A  B L E S S I N G .

HE TQLD T H E  P A R E N T S  A N D  S T U D E N T S  T H A T  B E I N G  M U S L I M S  T H E Y  S H O U L D ’
NOT C U T  T H E M S E L V E S  AIjAY F R O M  R E L A T I V E S  A N D  F R I E N D S  W H O  H A V E  NClT
EMERACED  T H E  F A I T H .

I S L A M  A L S O  D I D  N OT  P R E V E N T- T H E M  FROM MA K I N G  P R O G RE S S  O R ,
N E G L E C T I N G  T H E  WORLD A S  M U S L I M S  H A D  T H E I R  PCRTIONS  TO DO IN T H I S
L I F E  A N D  T H E  N E X T  L I F E . I

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  U R G E D ’ M U S L I M  A M E R I C A N S  T O  S T R I V E  T O - G I V E /
D I G N I T Y  T O  T H E  F O L L O W E R S  O F  T H E  F A I T H  A N D ,  S H O W ’ T H E  W O R L D  T H A T  I S L A M
M E A N T  N O  H A R M . - - M O R E
1 2 1 6 M S T  0 9  1 0  8 4

D 3 8 4
R E 4 7 4  D E E

M A H A T H I R - Q U R A N  3  P H I L A D E L P H I A
H E  S A I D  T H E  W A R S  A N D  O T H E R  P E R V E R S I O N S  TH,AT I N V O L V E D  M U S L I M S  NOW

W E R E  N O T  R E L A T E D  T O  T E A C H I N G S  OF I S L A M  B U T  B E C A U S E  CF
M I S I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  B Y  M U S L I M S  A N D  NON-MUSLfMS  A L I K E .

T H E  STC’DENTS  FROM VARIOUS  G R A D E S  ZEAt  Ttt’l 5UF!Abl. AND FESITEa  i!r;t‘l
‘,SE  yx E’: BEFORE  D A T U K  SERI CR MAHATHZR  k!iC C&Tijy,  SERP DATl)$  i;Al;ljzC, Gri
SITi ~ASMAH.

T H E  VIPS7  S T U D E N T S  A N D  G U E S T S  I N C L U D I N G  S E C U R I T Y  P E R S O N N E L  TOOti
O F F  T H E I R  SH9ES  WHEN IN T H E  S C H O O L  HALL.qN  T H E  W A L L S  W E R E  B O L D  G R E E N
I N S C R I P T I O N S  O F  ALLAHU-AKBAR..

’D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  A N D  DATUti  SERI D A T I N  P A D U K A  D R  SIT1
H A S M A H ,  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  AMEASSADOR  T O  T H E  U N I T E D  STATESI  D A T U K  tEW S I P
HON A N D  H I S  W I F E  S A T  O N  T H E  FLOOR9 THE MEN SEPERATELY FROM THE
W O M E N .  T O  MARti THE VXSST  T H E  P - R I M E  M I N I S T E R  W A S  P R E S E N T E D  W I T H  A
SCHt”L  P L A Q U E  W H I L E  D A T U K  SERI D A T I N  P A D U K A  D R  SIT1 H A S M A H  R E C E I V E D  A
BOUQUET. - - B E R N A M A
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