MALAYSIA (ANALYSIS)
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KuAaLA LUMPUR OCT. 3¢ BE&?{IQMQ@;YDDD) - MALAYSIA’S MUCH-HERALDED
"LOOK EAST’® POLICY OF EMULATING JAPAN HAS GONE SOUR

INSTEAD OF BEI NG A MODEL, JAPAN HRS INCREASINGLY BECOVE A TARGET
OF CRITICI SM I N GOVERNMVENT FI ND BUSI NESS Cl RCLES HERE as THE SOURCES
OF FRICTI ON BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRI ES W DEN IN AREAS SUCH AS TRADE.
RND CVIL AVIATION.

THE CONCEPT OF "LOOK EAST,’' Fl RST ADVOCATED BY PRI ME M NI STER
MAHATHIR MOHAMAD TWO YEARS RGO, WILL FACE THE ACID TEST WHEN MAHATHIR
FLIES TO TCKYO LATER TH S VEEK ON H S wWwAY BRCK HOVE FROM NEW YORK,

THE PRIME M NI STER, WHO HAS TRAVELLEN FREQUENTLY TO JAPAN, ‘WILL
CONFRONT JAPANESE GOVERNVENT OFFICIALS IN % . .Z#.7 GRAUGE HOWNFAR THE
JAPANESE RRE TRAKING WHAT MALAYSIA HAD SEEN AS A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP.

MALAYSIA’S GRON NG DI SCONTENT ERUPTED LRST AUGUST WHEN MAHARTHIR
POINTEDLY BOYCOTTED RN OFFICIAL JAPAN-MALAYSIA FORUM FOR THE STUDY OF
BILATERAL, RELATIONS. ,

MAHATHIR’ S ABSENCE WAS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE HE HRD PLAYED A KEY

ROLE | N ORGANIZING THE MEETI NG THE FIRST TO BE SPONSORED JOINTLY BY .

JapaN’ s FOREI GN M NI STRY ANDMALAYSIA’S INSTITUTE FOR STRRTEG C
STUDI ES.
| NDEED, MAHATHIR DI D MORE THAN SI MPLY SKIP THE FORUM IN FIN
OPENI NG SPEETH DELIVERED BY H'S M NI STER OF TRADE AND | NDUSTRY,
RAZALEIGH HAMZAH, THE PRIME M NI STER MADE'R SCRTHI NG ATTACK ON
JApAN. HE CRITICI Z THE JAPANESE ECONOWY AS EXTREMELY
PROTECTIONIST, AND D SCRI BED JApAN’S ECONOM C TI ES W TH MALAYSIA AS
" T COLONIALIST. "
UNHAPPY W TH WHAT HE TALLED JAPAN'S FOOT-DRAGBING I N - - - - - o
TECHNOLOGICAL BDDPERATION, MAHATHIR PO NTEDLY ASKED WHETHER THE
JAPANESE REALLY WANT TO HELP MALAYSIA WTH | TS MODERNIZATION EFFORTS.
MAHATHIR CARPPED HI S EXPRESSI ON OF FRUSTRATION W TH JapAn BY

REM NDING H'S RUDIENCE THRT HI'S *’L@0K EAST'* POLICY WwAs NOT MERNT TO

TURN JApAN | NTO RN ARROGANT RND | NSENSI TI VE NATION.
" APART FROM TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION, MAHATHIR WAS ALSO UNHAPRY
ABOUT JAPAN?S TRADE PCLI CY.

JAPAN FLOODS mMALAYSIA W TH MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS, WHILE JAPANESE
| MPORTS FROM MALAYSIAR AREMAINLYPRIMARY PRODUCTS LIKE TIMBER RND
PETROLEUM, HE SAID.

MAHATHIR NOTED 'THAT MALAYSIA’S ACCUMULATED TRADE DEFICI T WTH
JAPAN HRD SOARED FROM 750 MILLION DOLLARS IN i980 TO 2 BILLION
DOLLARS THIS YERR, RND DEMANDED THRT OKYO MAKE | TS MRRKETS MORE
ACCESSIBLE TO MALAYSIAN PRODUCTS.

MOREOVER, THE SMALL BUSINESSMAN | N MALAYSIA HAS ALSO BEEN
UNNERVED BY THE RECENT FLOOD OF JAPAnESE | NVESTMVENT; WH CH HAS RRNGED
FROM JAPANESE RESTAURANTS TO SUPERMARKETS.

TO GOVERNWVENT arFFiICIALS, THE LAST STRAW :IN WHAT THEY SEE as
JAPANESE | NSENSI TIVITY WRS THE HARD LI NE THE JApANESE REPORTEDLY
TOOK IN THE LATEST ROUND OF ClVIL AVIATION NEGOTIATIONS.

~THE TALKS BROKE DOWN SHORTLY BEFORE THE MALAYSIA-JAPAN FORUM

AND THI'S WRS gAID T3 HQVE JINTENSIFIED MAHATRIR'S FEELI NGS ArOUT
JAPAN. —~BERNAMA-KYODO: - ! ,
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