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MAHATHIR
FROM RACHMAN NORDIN : ’ F,u, P
PHILADELPHIA3  O C T .  9  (BERNAMAX--  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  D A T U K  S E R I  D R .

M A H A T H I R  MOHAMAD S A I D  M U S L I M S  C A N  A C H I E V E  G R E A T N E S S  T o  +STAND  A S  T A L L--_1_
“AN-D-S-IT A S  LOW+ A S  O T H E R  W O R L D  C O M M U N I T I E S  I F  T H E Y  P E R S I S T  T o  B E
K N O W L E D G E A B L E 9  UNANTAGONISTIC  AND HAVE THE RIGHT PHILOSOPHY.  AND
I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  O F  I S L A M .

T H A T  G R E A T N E S S ,  H E  SAID5 G O U L D  N O T  B E  A C H I E V E D  I N  O N E  D A Y  B U T
THE FOUNDATION FOR IT SHOULD BE LAID NOW.

THE PRIME MINISTER,‘WHo  IS ON A SIX-DAY VISIT To THE UNITED
STATES9  SAID MALAYSIA BELIEVED ISLAMIC GREATNESS COULD BE ACHIEVED
N O T  B Y  B E I N G  A N T A G O N I S T I C  B U T  B Y ’ E M P H A S I Z I N G  S E L F - D I S C I P L I N E  A N D
A V O I D I N G  D E V I A T I O N I S T  I N F L U E N C E S .

D A T U K  S E R I  DR.MAHATHIR  W A S  A D D R E S S I N G  M U S L I M  S C H O L A R S  A T  A
M E E T I N G  O R G A N I S E D  B Y  T H E  R E L I G I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T E M P L E  U N I V E R S I T Y ,
P H I L A D E L P H I A ?  Y E S T E R D A Y .

HE SAID ACHIEVING THE GREATNESS FOR ISLAM SHOULD BE THE MISSION
O F  E V E R Y  MUSLSM.AND  N O T  G O V E R N M E N T S  O R  I N D I V I D U A L S  A L O N E .

AS FOR.MALAYSIAg A L T H O U G H  T H E . C O U N T R Y  C O U L D  N O T  C O N T R I B U T E  MUCH3
IT B E L I E V E D  P U T T I N G  I N T O  P R A C T I C E  T H E  M A L A Y  P R O V E R B  O F  +SLOWLY
B U I L D I N G  M O U N T A I N S  O U T  O F  A N T H I L L S +  (SEDIKIT-SEDIKIT LAMA-LAMA  J A D I
BUKIT) .--MORE ’
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D A T U K  9ERI DR.MAHATHIR  A T T R I B U T E D  T H E  PROeLEMS  F A C E D  BY.MUSLIMS
NOW TO THElR.NOT  B E I N G  K N O W L E D G E A B L E  T O  C O N T R O L  T H E I R  WEALTH3  N O T
A S S E R T I N G  M I L I T A R Y  P R O W E S S  A N D  L A C K  O F  C A P A B I L I T I E S  I N  M A N Y  A R E A S .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  H E  W O U L D  B E  S A D D E N E D  T O  S E E  E V E N T U A L L Y  ,
M U S L I M S  B E C O M E  P O O R  A G A I N  I F  T H E Y  M E R E L Y  U S E D  T H E I R  W E A L T H  F O R
P H Y S I C A L  G L O R I F I C A T I O N  A N D  H A D  N O  C O N T R O L  O F  THEIR.OWN E C O N O M Y .

F O R  E X A M P L E  W E A L T H Y  M U S L I M  N A T I O N S - N O W  I N V E S T E D  T H E I R ‘ M O N E Y
‘ A B R O A D  AND IT  WOULD BE SAD TO $EE THEM NOT BEING A B L E  T O  W I T H D R A W
T H E I R  I N V E S T M E N T  O N  C A L L  A S  B Y  A L L O W I N G  THAT9  T H E  W E S T E R N  W O R L D
WOULD FEAR IT WOULD LEAD TO THE COLLAPSE THEIR ECONOMY.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THERE WERE STILL MALAYSIANS WHO WERE
SENT ABROAD TO ACQUIRE KNOWLEDGE NOT UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF
T H E I R  G O I N G  T H E R E . - - M O R E
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M A H A T H I R  ‘ 3  P H I L A D E L P H I A ,

H E  T O L D  T H E  S C H O L A R S  T H A T  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  G O V E R N M E N T  W O U L D  I N  A L L :
S I N C E R I T Y  N O T  A L L O W  D E V I A T I O N I S T  I N F L U E N C E S  T O  D I V I D E  M U S L I M S  I N  T H E,
COUNTRY.

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  ,HE SAID?  W O U L D  C O N T I N U E  T O  C O N S U L T  S C H O L A R S ,  ‘I
L O C A L  A N D  T H O S E  F R O M  O U T S I D E  T H E  COUNTRY9  T O  E N S U R E  T H A T  T H E  R I G H T
I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  O F  I S L A M  W A S  B E I N G  F O L L O W E D .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R .  M A H A T H I R  L A T E R  A N S W E R E D  Q U E S T I O N S  O N  S U B J E C T S
R A N G I N G  F R O M  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  E D U C A T I O N  S Y S T E M ,  T H E  C O U N T R Y ’ S  R O L E  IN
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  I S L A M I C  C O O P E R A T I O N  TO,ENFORCEMENT  OF SYARIAH  L A W S  I N
M A L A Y S I A .

THE MEETING WAS ATTENDED BY PROFESSORSq  P O S T  G R A D U A T E  S T U D E N T S 9
A N D  O T H E R  S C H O L A R S  I N C L U D I N G  MALAYSIANSaSTUDYING  A T  T E M P L E
U N I V E R S I T Y .

I T  W A S  C H A I R E D  ey T H E  H EA D  O F  TH E  U N I V ER S I T Y’ S  RELIGION.,,
D E P A R T M E N T  P R O F .  ISMAIL  FAROUKI.--MORE  : ,
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E AR L IE R  D UR I NG  A  DI A L O G U E  W I T H  MU S LI M ’  S C H O LA R S  FdoM THE
U N I V E R S I T Y  I N C L U D I N G  M A L A Y S I A N  P O S T - G R A D U A T E  S T U D E N T S 5  T H E  P R I M E
M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  G O V E R N M E N T  W O U L D  N O T  A L L O W  A N Y  M I N O R I T Y
G R O U P S  T O  I M P O S E  I T S  W I L L  UPON.THE  M A J O R I T Y  PERTAINXNG  T O  T H E
Q U E S T I O N  OF E N F O R C I N G  S Y A R I A H  L A W S .

w. - __ .._._-.__.. - ‘..,, ;, -----Y- -_-..  __

H E  S A I D  T H E CoUNTRY%AD A  .~.C~~~~~~‘-~~~~~~‘WHOEiE  AUTHORiTi
‘ W I T H  R E G A R D  T O  + F A T W A S +  ‘(’ Rui’IkGS)  S H O U L D  B E  A C C E P T E D .

HE SAID HE SAW NO REASON FOR .DISUNITY  AMONG MUSLIMS IF T H E
I A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C O U N C I L  W A S  A C C E P T E D  B U T  I N S T E A D ,  C E R T A I N  Q U A R T E R S

W O U L D  R I D I C U L E  D E C I S I O N S  B Y  T H E  cOUNCILIAS T H O S E  M A D E  B Y  +DOGS  O F
T H E  G O V E R N M E N T+  B U T  wouLD  A C C EP T  T H O S E  W H I C H  FAVOURED  TH E M  (THE
D E T R A C T O R S ) .

H E  T O L D  T H E  G A T H E R I N G  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H A D  T O  B E  V E R Y  C A R E F U L
IN THIS MATTER SO THAT IT ,DID NOT LOSE Cf?EDIBILI'TY AND BE LABELLED
UNISLAMIC BY THOSE WHO WERE ACTUALLY THE ONES COMING,UP WITH
U N I S L A M I C  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N S . - - M O R E
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T O  A N O T H E R  QUESTI’ON 1 T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  R E P L I E D  T H A T  M A L A Y S I A ;

WOULD PREFER’NOT TO RU'SH IN IMPLEMENTING SYARIAH LAWS ON NON-MUSLIMS l
LEST BY DO&NG.SO  THE END RESULTS WOULD ONLY BE CHAOS AND DQ’MORE
D A M A G E ’ A S  W E L L  A S  D E F E A T  T H E  M U S L I M S .

I N  T H I S  C O N T E X T ’ M A L A Y S I A  W O U L D  D O  W H A T  I T  C O U L D  #jT A  G I V E N  T I N E  ,,
E A C H  T I M E  C O N S I D E R I N G  +OUR  O W N  C A P A C I T Y  W I T H O U T  LOSING“,~HE..FACILITY
T O  T H I N K  A N D  A V O I D I N G  T H E ’ I  C O U L D N ’ T  C A R E  L E S S  F O R  O T H E R S ”
A T T I T U D E . +

DATUK SERI  D R .  M A H A T H I R  A N S W E R E D  Q U E S T I O N S  SNCLUDING  T H O S E  F R O M
P O S T  G R A D U A T E  S T U D E N T S - F R O M  NIGERIA9 INDIA3  P A K I S T A N  A N D  E G Y P T
D U R I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N .

H E  C A U T I O N E D  T H A T  * I T  I S  N O  G O O D  T O  I N S I S T  O N  S O M E T H I N G  W I T H O U T
B E I N G  S U R E  I T  W I L L  S U C C E E D  O R  F A I L  MERELY.BECAUSE  W E  A R E  M U S L I M S . +

H E  T O L D  T H E  S C H O L A R S  T H A T  M U S L I M S  S H O U L D  S H O W  M O R E  H U M I L I T Y  A N D
L E S S  A R R O G A N C E ,  F O R  H I S T O R Y  H A D  P R O V E D  T H A T  I T  W A S  A R R O G A N C E  T H A T

., HAD C A U S E D  A L L  T H E  C A T A S T R O P H E S  I N  T H E  W O R L D . ,
A S K E D  O N  M A L A Y S I A ’ S  R O L E  IN THE G L O B A L  I S L A M I S A T I O N  P R O C E S S ,  T H E

P R L M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  H E  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S E E  P L E D G E S  B Y  V A R I O U S  M U S L I M
< C O U N T R I E S  F O R  THE, B E T T E R M E N T  O F  T H E  U M M A H  B E  F U L F I L L E D  A S  H E  F E L T

T H A T  M A N Y  P R O M I S E S  W E R E  S T I L L  N O T  M A D E  G O O D .  --BERNAMA
4 4’n7Mcz-r  n o  4n (LI.
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