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MAHATHIR - D I A L O G U E
FROM RACHMAN NORDTN ‘%Y ?

PHILADELPHIAI  O C T .  1 0  (BERNAMA)  - -  T H E  D I A L O G U E  B E T W E E N  P R I M E
M I N I S T E R  D A T U K  S E R I  D R . H A H A T H I R  MOHAflAD  AND MUSLIM SCHOLARS HERE ON
MONDAY HAS HELPED TO CORRETTTH-ETfhO.

A TURKISH NATIONAL UNDERGOING A lo-YEAR D O C T O R A T E  P R O G R A M M E  A T
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  D E S C R I B E D  T H E  RATIONALE.AND B A S I S  O F  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N
G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  A P P R O A C H  I N  THE MATTER AS +PARALLEL  TO WHAT WE HAVE
B E E N  T A U G H T . +

T H E  S C H O L A R S  A C K N O W L E D G E D  T H A T  PRIOR  TO MEETING DATUK SERI  DR.
MAHATHIRv  THEIR M A I N  S O U R C E  O F  IN$ORHATION W A S  T H E  W E S T E R N  MEOSA O R
T H O S E  C R I T I C A L  O F  M A L A Y S I A .

T H E  S C H O L A R S  F R O M  EGYPT3  T A N Z A N I A ,  NIGERIA9  S U D A N ,  TURKEY1
I N D O N E S I A  A N D  P A K I S T A N  S A I D  T H E Y  H O P E D  T O  D I S S E N I N I A T E  T H E  PRIHk

_: M I N I S T E R ’ S  E X P L A N A T I O N  T O  O T H E R S  WHO.._.DJD  N O T _  ATTE.~~_...~E_Q~~__~,~..,,
____. - -.. ..-. _-.__ _._____.  . - - -- -P------  ~.-

SALMAN  A L  F A R I S I  YUSOFFrl  31, F R O M  N I G E R I A  S A I D  O F  D A T U K  SERI D R .
M A H A T H I R : +I  AM PROUD OF HIS K N O W L E D E  O F  I S L A M . +

_

E N C I K  SALHAN,  WHO WAS THE FIRST TO P O S E  Q U E S T I O N S ,  A S K E D  H O W
M A L A Y S I A  O V E R C A M E  T H E  Q U E S T I O N  O F  M U L T I - E T H H I C I T Y ‘ I N  I M P L E M E N T I N G
T H E  S Y A R I A H  L A W S  A N D  E N Q U I R E D  WHETHE.R THE ,HALAYSIAN  E X P E R I E N C E .  C O U L D
B E  R E L E V A N T  T O  N I G E R I A .  ”

NOT
D A T U K  S E R I  DR.  M.AHATHIR::  TQLD  H I M  T H A T  M A L A Y S I A ’ S  A P P R O A C H  W A S

T O  R U S H  INTO.  THINGS s;Q;:,T$!AT  C H A O S  W O U L D  N O T  B E  T H E  E N D  R E S U L T .
H O W E V E R ,  H E  SAJD MALA’@$‘;S  A P P R O A C H  M I G H T  N O T  B E  A P P L I C A B L E  I N

OTHER COUNTRIES.: ’ j,,:,,  *: &.‘,

THE
M A LA Y S I A N S  A TT EN D I N G  TH,E~:DIALoGuE  WE R E  E Q U A L L Y  S A T I S F I E D  W I T H

P R I M E  M I N I S T E R !  S  R E P L I E S .
E N C I K  N A S S E R 1  TAIBv 42, +O,F.  J O H O R  S A I D  D A T U K  SERI. D R .  M A H A T H I R ’ S ,

E X P L A N A T I O N  W A S  S I N C E R E .  AND:FRANK.
E N C I K  NASSER19  W H O  IS D0I;N.G A PH.D.,IN  I S L A M I C  E C O N O M Y ,  S A I D  T H E

P R I M E  M I N I S T E R ’ S  RATIONALE,AND C O M P A R I S O N S  W E R E  C O N V I N C I N G ,

BEKIR  AKSOYv  319 OF T U R K E Y  S A I D  H E  WAS.  I M P R E S S E D  W I T H  DATUK  SERI
D R .  M A H A T H I R ’ S  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F -  I S L A M  AND OF THE UMMAH’S.CURRENT
PROBLEMS.

H E  D E S C R I B E D  D A T U K  SERX D R .  M A H A T H I R  A S  A  M U S L I M  S T A T E S M A N  WHOM
M A L A Y S I A  S H O U L D  B E  P R O U D  T O  H A V E  A S  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R .

I M T I Y A Z  YUSOFI 299  W H O  I S  A L S O  D O I N G  H I S  M A S T E R S  IN I S L A M I C
STUDIES9 SAlD.HE W A S  I M P R E S S E D  B Y  D A T U K  S E R I  D R .  M A H A T H I R ’ S  P R A C T I C A L
S U G G E S T I O N S  TO.“SOLVE  PROBLEMS FACING THE UMMAH AND PRAISED THE PRIME
M I N I S T E R  F O R  H I S  D E E P  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F  ISLAMI; ,

YUSNY SUBY? 40r OF INDONESIA DESCRJBED  DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHZR
A S  A  M U S L I M  S T A T E H A . N  ?WHO.,.~KM.OWS.:IN  AND OUT:;:.OF  W H A T  H E  I S  T A L K I N G .  +

-HE SAfD DATUK SE,RIP’jDVR’:~;~:MAH‘ATHIRr  BEING ;:T.HE DIPLOMAT HE IS, WAS
N O N - C O M M I T T A L  W H E N  ASK,ED;;.‘$BQUT  THE FUTURE OF;,  M U S L I M S  IN I N D O N E S I A ..’

H E  A D D E D  T H A T  H E  A P P R E C I A T E D  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R ’ S  E X P L A N A T I O N
T H A T  M A L A Y S I A  W O U L D  N O T  L I K E  T O  I N T E R E F E R E  I N  T H E  INTERNA~,,.AFE,A.IRS  ‘.,
OF ITS NEIGHBOURS. ‘“, ,: , ,’ L ‘i;” ., .

HE WAS D E E P L Y  I M P R E S S E D  B Y  D A T U K  SERJ[ DR&!lAHA+HIR'S SUB.TLE AND :
REFINED COMPARISONS OF THE PROBLEMS IN ItNDONESIA  AND MALAYSIA.

yUsNy’s  COMPATRIOTI  M A H A D I  A B D U L  KAFiIM,  383 W H O  I S  I N  T H E  S E C O N D
YEAR OF HIS MASTERS P R O G R A M M E  AT THE TE\rIPLE  UNIVERSITYI  C O N C U R R E D  A N D
ADDED THAT HE HAD BENEFITED A LOT FROM ‘ T H E D I A L O G U E .  - -  B E R N A M A .  7, ’
437~~9~  1i7 4n ~1 r I
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