
-says Mahathir
UNITED NATIONS, Wed. - Datuk
Seri Dr Mahath&?Xohamad  today
calleier Statq to pledge
themselves once’ more *to the Unit-
ed Nations a& &‘at  it stands for -
a secure, just, prosperous and hu-
Inane world.  . - 1: “. g,

Addressing the 39tii’sessi6n  of the Gene-
ral Assembly, the Prime Minister criti-
ciscd the movement denigrating the world
body and the tendency among major
‘Dowera to work, exclusivCly,  outside the
‘UN system.

What has happened, he asked, to the ideals of
international  cooperation and justice pro-
claimed  by the founding fathers of the world
body?
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“WC, who bclicvc in them, want also to bclicve
that the founder mcmbcrs  of this organisation
meant what they said when they proclaimed
the Charter,”  he wryly noted.

Cynical attitude
The Prime Minister attributed the loss of in-

tcrcst in and cynical attitude towards the UN to
lhc fact that the world body today could no long
cr bc manipulated and manoeuvred - unlike
the first 15 or 20 years of its existence when an
automatic majority served a particular inter-
est.

Now, hc added.  there is even the threat to
withdraw from certain UN agencies.

Dismissing budgetary concerns as the prime
cause  of the cynicism towards the UN, Dr Ma-
hathir pointed out that the small and poor also
make contributions to the‘UN which, in relation
to their own budgets, are substantial.

He said: “We do not like to see anyone squan-
dcring our money any more  than the rich do.

“But what we would like to set is not savings
through the destruction of the agencies but a
thorough overhaul of the system to cnsurc that
it is cost-cffecfive and serves the agreed objec-
tivcs.”

LhC UlllLCU  NationS,  ICI.  u s
f i r s t  o f  all

Dr Mahathir,also criticiscd smaller countries
which alienated the major powers through who-
lcsalc imposition of decisions by majority vote.

Hc called  for greater realism  and restraint.
“The fact is that,” the Prime Minister observed,
“lhc further dcvclopment of the United Nations
dcpcnds  first and foremost on the attitude of the

major,powers.”
” H c ’ a p p c a l e d  t o
mcmbcr  States: “En-

‘iough of cynicism. En-
. ough of distortions

. and falsehoods.
“As WC  stand on the cvc

of thc’40th  anniversary of_* .__.. .

‘- D,r M (jfi -;::
Western b
religious -

* FROM PAGE ONE,

rird as charactcrlstlc  o t

General Assembly Prcsi-
dent P a u l  L u s a k a  o f

I . .

Zambia. also rcflectcd  on
a  number o f  other con-

the farth to the exclusion

temporary  issues: the Is-
,lamic rcsurgcncc, mar-,
‘kct access. t h e
Icnvironmenl, Palestine,
southern Africa, the si-
ltuation  in Afghanistan
,and Kampuchea, tbc fu-.
turc  of  Antarctica an?

,thc drug problem. I
On Islamic resurgcnqe,

Dr Mahathir lamcntcd
deliberate distortions &I
the West about what is
happening  in the  Islamic
world such that ancient
suspicions of and preju-
dices against Islam arc
aroused.

, Aberrations  a n d  extrc-
,: mism, he said, arc idcnti-

that spirit, lo a practical ’ mmmm&  asked: “Would it be
and realistic  appraisal of. fair to judge Christianity
whcrc WC can go on from
here.”

by thc,,cxccsscs  of the

The Prime Minis&r,
Spanish Inquisition or by 1
the obscenity of aparlh-

who had carlicr called on cid or Nazism?
UN Secretary-General “Would it  be fair lo
Javicr  Pcrcz de Cucllar j judge  Judaism by the
nnd then on 39th UN ; pcrvcrslllcs that political.* SEE ,PAGE  2, coL 9 Bloniam rcprcsents?”

The P r i m e  M i n i s t e r
noted lhc long and turbu-
lent history of rclationS
bclwcen Islam and t;hc
West  whcrc many preju-
dices became ingrained.

These.  he remarked,
“<arc  now’  being revived I
and fanned and cxploitcd
by the Zionists to Serve

:

political ends.‘!:::’
D r  M a h a t h i r  called,

upon Jews, Christians :
and Muslims alike to
learn from one anothealo
contribute cvcn more to
human clvilisation than
the thrcc’great  religions 8
already have.

He could not see any
good reason for the wilful
misrcprescntation  of the :
resurgcncc  of Islam, “one
of lhc most significnnl-
movcmcnts  of our times.”

Hc asked:  “Who stands
t o  g a i n  f r o m  s u c h
misunderstanding? Why
cannot we instead turn to
each other a n d  l e a r n
from one  another. f rom
our rcspcctivc historical
cxpcr iences ,  f rom our
dreams and hopes and
fears.

“11 will bc,” Dr M&
halhir declared, “a dcvc-
lopmcnl of historic sigpi-
flcancc.:,  ., 1
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