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MAHATHIR-DEBATE N P

KUALA LUMPURy OCT. 17 (BERNAMA) -- UMNO HAS SELECTED TERENGGANU
MENTERIBESAR DATUK AHAR HAJI WAN MOKHTAR AHMAD TO TAKE PART IN THE,
PROPOSED UMNO-PAS DEBATE ON NOV. 11.

ANNOUNCING THIS TODAYs UMNO PRESIDENT DATUK SERIDR MAHATHIR
MOHAMADSAID HOWEVER THAT HE HADNOT YET DECI DED ON THE OTHER TWO
SPEAKERS WHO WOULD REPRESENT., THE PARTY IN THE DEBATE TO BE TELECAST’
LIVE OVER TELEVISION MALAYSIA.

+WE (UMNO) ARE ALL SET FOR THE DEBATE BUT THE OTHER SPEAKERS TO
BE FIELDED HAVE YET TOBEDECIDED++ THE PRIME MINISTER TOLD BERNAMA
AFTER CHAIRING THE WEEKLY CABINET MEETING AT HIS OFFICE HERE.

POLITICAL SOURCES SALD DATUK AMAR WAN MOKHTAR, WHO IS UMNO’S °
RELIGIOUS BUREAU CHAIRMAN, WAECHOSEN BECAUSE OF WIS WIDE KNOWLEDGE
Of 18LAM AND BECAUSE HE COMMANDED RESPECT AMONGNOT ONLY UMNO LEADERG
BUT ALB0 THE PAS8 CIRCLE,

ALTHOUGH BATUK BERI DR MANATHIR DECLINED YO COMmenT, IT I8
UNDERETOOD THAT BATUK WAN MOKHTAR WiLL BE UMNO'SMAIN SPEAKER INTHE
DEBATE WHICH WILL BE HELD At 4 P.M. AT ONE OF THESTUDIOS IN \
ANGKASARURY , : ;

AN UMNO POLITICAL LEADER 8ALD THAT IF P A8 BOASTED OF A -
RELIGIOUB BAGE IN IT8 VICE-PRESIDENT HAJI HADI AWANGs UMND COULD
BOABT OF GOMEONE WITH MORE CALIBRE AND A +FITTING MATCH+ IN DATUK
AMAR W A N HOKHTAR WHO WAS JUBT AS WELL=VERSED IN LBLAMIC IGBUER.

+INEACTI CAN BAFELY BAY THAT BATUK AMAR WAN MOKHTAR WITH HIE
COOL AND MODEST DELIVERY WILL BE ABLE TO DRIVE HOME THE POINT DURING
THE DEBATE .BETTER THAN HAJI HADIy WHO I8 KNOWN T0 BE A FIERY SPEAKER
ONLY WHEN GIVINGSERMONBTOHI® BUPPORTERS BUT CANNOT FAGE A
NATION-=-WIDE AUDIENCE + HE BAID. : o

DATUK BER! DRMAMATHIRREFUBED TO BEORAWN INTO DISCLOSBING THE
IDENTITIES oF THE OTHER TWO BPEAKERS WHOHAVEBEENWIDELYSBPECULATED
TOBE UMNO YOUTH LEADER ENCIK ANWAR IBRAHIM AND DEPUTY MINISTER IN
THE PRIME MINIBTER'S DEPARTMENT DR YUBOFF NOOR. . .

MEANWHILE s BOURCEBCLOSE TO PA8 BAID THE PARTY'S S
REPRESENTATIVES INTHEDEBATE WOULD MOST LIKELY BE THE HEAD. OF IT8
DEWAN ULAMAK ¢COUNCIL OF ELDERS)y HAJY NYK AZIZ NIK MATy ANB PAB
DEPUTY PREBIDENT HAJI FADZIL NOR. o o

THE GUESBING GAME OF WHO WILL REPRESENT THE TWO SIDES WILL GO
ON AB IT IBHIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT EITHER PARTY WILL WANT T8 DIVULGE
THE NAMEB OF1TS8 REPRESENTATIVES BEFORE BUBMITTING THEM TO THE
INFORMATION MINIBTRY.

‘ UMNO BECRETARY-GENERAL BATUK SERI BANUBIJUNID+IN ANNOUNCING
THE TOPICAND TME DATE OF THE DEBATE TWO DAYS AGO, HADBAIDBOTH
UMNO ANB PAS WAD TO S8UBMIT THE NAME6 OF THEIRGSPEAKERSBYOET.I1TO
THE INFORMATION MINISTRY'S SECRETARY~GENERAL WHO HAD BEEN ENTRUSTED
W1TH HANDLING THE, PREPARATIONS, '

BATUK SERI DR MAMATHIRSBAID THAT A8 HE HA5 BEEN AWAY EROM ‘THE
COUNTRYFOR NEARLY THREE WEEKSs HE HMAD NOT YET DIBCUBSEDDETAILE OF
THE DEBATE s INCLUDING THE CHOQICE OF CHAIRMANs THE AlR=TIME ALLOTED
AND gﬁ?Tg&g ANY CONDITION WOULD BE IMPOSED.

* THING I WANT T0 MAKE CLEAR HERE ,,., NO sU FERE E
gITHER PARTY WILL BE ALLOWED AS THE DEBATE WILL BE HEE};QFJE?—EEFRDM
STUDIOy+ HE SAID IN RESPONSE TO PAS" SUGGESTION THAT UMNGANDPABBE
gt(l)-gF?EDTOBRINGSO SUPPORTERS AND THAT QUESTIONS BE OPENED TO THE
) SEVERAL NAMES HAVE SEEN PROPOSED AS THE CHAIRMAN, INCLUDING
DEWAN RAKYAT SPEAKER DATUK ZAHIR ISMAIL: PROF AHMAD IBRAHIMOF THE
INT,ERNATI‘QNAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY AND ROYAL PROFUNGKU AZXIZ. ,

‘ ‘DATU}\SERI'DR MAHATHIR SAIDs +ALL THE DETAILS, INCLUDING THE .
CHOICE OF THE CHAIRMAN AND THE AIR~TIME ALLOTED WILL BE DEALT WITH
ID:;;:n_ THTRTSDATUKBERL SANUGY'S8 JQB, -~ WMORE
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THE PRIME MINISTER 8AID HE DID NOT KNOW ABOUT- PAS' DECISION TO
SEND FOUR NEGOTIATORS TO TALK WITH UMNO ON THE DETAILSOF THE
DEBATE.

*| DO NOT HAVE THE TIME TO DEVOTE TO ONLY ONE SUBJECT (THE
DEBATE). THAT IS NOT THE ONLY BIG PROBLEM TO WARRANT MY ATTENTION.+

THE TOPIC OF THE DEBATE WILL BE +PAS ACCUSES UMNO MEMBERS OF
BEING INFIDELS AND THOSE WHO OPPOSE UMNO WILL DIE AS MARTYRS.+

ASKED WHETHER THERE HAD BEEN A SLIGHT CHANGE | N THE TOPIC
SUGGESTED BY HIMs DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR REPLIED: +| FEEL THERE IS
NO CHANGE. ST IS THE ONE AND ONLY BASIC ISSUE WHICH | SUGGESTED1 THAT

IS, PAS’ ACCUSATIONS THAT UMNO IS KAFIR AND THEY HAVE TO PROVE IT TO
ALL MALAYSIANS.+ -- BERNAMA.
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