
KUALA LC;rYIPUR9 O C T .  2 4  c‘:.~ERNAi~iAZ  -.. T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  M I G H T  H A V E  T O
S U B S I D I Z E  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  C A R  F O R  E X P O R T  T O  C O M P E T E  I N - T H E  F O R E I G N .
M A R K E T 9  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  M O H A M A D ,  T O L D  T H E
DEWAN R A K Y A T  T O D A Y .

SUCH A PRACTICE WAS BEING CARRIED OUT BY SOME BIG COUNTRIES IN
E F F O R T S  T O  S E C U R E  F O R E I G N  E X C H A N G E 9  H E  S A I D .

R E P L Y I N G  T O  W A N  NAJIE W A N  M O H A M A D  (BN-PASIR PUTEHlr H E  S A I D  T H E
M A L A Y S I A N  C A R  W O U L D  P R O B A B L Y  N O T  E N T E R  T H E  J A P A N E S E  M A R K E T  I N  V I E W  O F
T H E  L O W  P R I C E S  O F  C A R S  T H E R E .

T H E  F I R S T  M A L A Y S I A N  C A R  W O U L D  R O L L  O F F  T H E  A S S E M B L Y  LINES BY
N E X T  JULY9 HE SAID IN A N S W E R  T O  Q U E S T I O N S  B Y  ENCIK D A U D  H A J I  T A H A
CBN-BATU  PAHAT).

O N L Y  8 9 0 0 0  C A R S  W O U L D  B E  P R O D U C E D  N E X T  Y E A R 9  2 0 9 0 0 0  I N  1 9 8 6  A N D
5 0 9 0 0 0  A N N U A L L Y  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  Y E A R .

R E P L Y I N G  T O  T H E  O R I G I N A L  Q U E S T I O N  O F  E N C I K  L E E  L A M  THYE
IDAP-KUALA  LUMPUR  BANDAR)r T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  P E R U S A H A A N
OTOMOBIL  NAStONAL ( P R O T O N )  O B T A I N E D  A  $ 3 4 0  M I L L I O N  L O A N  T O  F I N A N C E
T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  C A R  P R O J E C T .

T H E  L O A N  W A S  F R O M  M I T S U B I S H I  M O T O R S  C O R P O R A T I O N  A N D  M I T S U B I S H I
C O R P O R A T I O N  ($120 MILLION19 D I A M O N D  L E A S E  L T D  A N D  M I T S U B I S H I  T R U S T
A N D  B A N K I N G  C O R P O R A T I O N  ($120 M I L L I O N )  A N D  A  S Y N D I C A T E D  LOAN’JOINTCY
M A N A G E D  BY B A N K  B U M I P U T R A  A N D  B A N K  O F  T O K Y O  ($100  MILLION)vHE  A D D E D .

O N  S T E P S  T O  E N S U R E  A  S M O O T H  T R A N S F E R ’ O F  T E C H N O L O G Y ,  H E  S A I D  A N
I N T E N S I V E  T R A I N I N G  P R O G R A M M E  O N  T H E O R Y  A N D  I N - P L A N T  T R A I N I N G  W A S
C O N D U C T E D  T O  E N A B L E  P R O T O N  E M P L O Y E E S  T O  F U L L Y  T A K E  O V E R  I N  T W O  Y E A R S
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  O F  BUILDING T H E  C A R .

A DETAILED PLAN WAS BEING DRAWN UP TO IDENTITY THE FIELDS THAT
R E Q U I R E D  A  C O M P L E T E  T A K E - O V E R  B Y  P R O T O N  A N D  T H E  T E C H N O L O G Y  T R A N S F E R
COMHITTEE SET UP UNDER THE PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT WAS
C O N S T A N T L Y  M O N I T O R I N G  T H E  P R O G R A M M E S  O N  T R A N S F E R  O F  T E C H N O L O G Y .

D A T U K  SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  A L S O  P L A N N I N G  T O
C O N D U C T  STWDIES IN A U T O M O T I V E  E N G I N E E R I N G  IN I N S T I T U T I O N S  O F  H I G H E R
L E A R N I N G  I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y .

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T 9  T H R O U G H  T H E  S T A N D A R D S  A N D  I N D U S T R I A L  R E S E A R C H
I N S T I T U T E  O F  M A L A Y S I A  ISIRIM) 9 HAD SET UP A SPECIAL C O M M I T T E E  T O
CHECK ON 'I-HE QUALITY OF LOCALLY-PRODUCED SPARE PARTS.

THIS9 HE SAID, WAS PART OF THE EFFORTS TO ENSURE THAT T H E
L O C A L L Y - - P R O D U C E D  S P A R E  P A R T S  U S E D  F O R  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  C A R  M E T  W I T H  T H E

‘. S A F E T Y  S T A N D A R D S .
PROTON WOULD ALSO EXAMINE EVERY COMPONENT P R O D U C E D  L O C A L L Y  T O

E N S U R E  T H A T  I T S  SPEClFICATIONS  W E R E  M E T .
DA-i-UK SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  SAID L O C A L  INDUSTRIALIS-%  W O U L D  A C Q U I R E

N E W  T E C H N O L O G Y  O N  C O M P O N E N T S  P R O D U C T I O N  F R O M  T H E  J O I N T  V E N T U R E
C O M P A N I E S  Tr:, I M P R O V E  T H E  Q U A L I T Y  O F  T H E I R  P R O D U C T S .  - -  B E R N A M A
269YMST  ‘24 ‘10 84

.
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