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new programme

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. —
It was a very ordinary
morning for the pupils of
Standard One K of the Seta-
pak National Primary
School here until a very im-
portant person walked in.

Even so, seven-year-old
Asri Tajuddin (see picture)
remained oblivious to the
flurry of activity that sur-
rounded him,

In quiet abandon, he con-
tinued working on his puz-
zle game. He managed a
shy smile as the special vi-
sitor, Prime Ministed Datuk_
§gé‘Dr Mahathir Moha-

ad; stopped-togive dahelp-~

1r‘fg"ﬁ‘anCP.p, gl P

For a good 15 minutes, Dr
Mahathir ‘patiently helped
Asri “fix” his.clown.

" The -Setapak National
frlmary School was one of
the two schools Dr Ma-
nathir went to check on the
progress of the primary
school’'s new programme,
manipulative skills, which
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is conducted on a trial basis
in selected schools in the
country. The Prime Minis-
ter had earlier visited the
Jalan Peel National Pri-
mary School.

He was accompanied b
Education Minister Datu
Abdullah -Ahmad Badawi
and senior officials of the
ministry including the Dir-
ector-General of Education,
Tan SriMurad Hashim, and
the director of schools, Da-
tuk Idris Tain.

Practical

Hc told the senior educa-
tion officials after the visit
that he was quite pleased
with rie progress. but re-

® 'minded them that the, aim

of the programme-was to

Dr Mahathir said that
while the subject might ap-
pear to be fun and games to
the pupils, the manipulative
skills program‘me was
more than that.

He said the need for chil-
dren to understand, learn
and, use simple’ tools which
were relevant to everyday

‘life had now been recog-

nised. Therefore, it was im-
portant that the pro-
gramme be implemented
effectively.

He also spoke of the need
to have trained teachers
when the programme is ful-
ly implemented in 1986.

In 1982, Dr Mahathir re-
commended the incorpora-
tion of the manipulative
skills programme in the.
primary and secondary
school curricula. .

The progamme wasintro-
duced on a trial basis in se-

*-fected” primary -~schools' in

teach the children the basic ! “the third term.

skills in everyday life.and

Five schools’ in every

the use of simple tools, , 7 State have heen conducting
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the programme for 30 min- %
utes a week.
The Education Ministry's”
Curriculum’ Development
Centre will evaluate the;"
trial programme next year.’,

The programme, will
teach pupils to understand
the functions of basic tools
and the necessary safety !
measures when using the -
tools. .

The programme, in the -
long run, is aimed at ex-
panding technical likracy
and creating a society that
is knowledgeable in the use
of tools and simple ma-
chines which are relevant
in daily life.

According to the Educa-
tion Ministry, the pro-
gramme has been well re-
ceived by pupils because it
is a practical subject that is
nut bqnged by abstract
theories. .

Teachers of this subject
too have enjoyed’ conduct-
ing the classes
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