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PASIR GUDANG, Sat.
— Prime Minister{ Da.
tuk ~S_ngi,_D_r_.__Mah§th_iL
Mochamad yrged Ma-
lTaysians to develop
“an inquiring mind” if
they really wished to
make a success out of
the transfer of techno-
logy being vigorously
pursued by the Gov-
ernment.

They must also pre-
pare themselves through
reading up materials
connected with new tech-
nology available.

Hc said it was pointless
to say that others were
not being sincere in
transferring technology,
“although | do think that
there is insincerity on the
part of others”.

Opecning the rolling
stock manufacturing
complex at the Malay-
sian Shipyard and Engin-
cering (MSE), here, Dr
Mahathir said:

“For us to succeed in
the transfer of techno-
logy, wc have to stud
carefully all the wor
that is being carried out.
ask all kinds of questions

. and constantly refer to li-
i tcralurc.
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“It is also vital for us to
study and record down
all that has been taught
to us, including the e¢ngin-
cering designs and the
like."

He said preparation
also meant rescarch, jot-
ting down all that was be-
ing taught, including en-
ginecring designs.

“It is also vital for us to
continue with the study
of the “state of art” from
other sources as well, so
that ultimately we will be
able to come up with an
essay or a thesis for pub-
lication in a professional
journal.”

Determined

The Prime Minister
stressed that technology
wquld be transferred
only if wc have made the
necessary preparations
to receive it.

Referring to the Japan-
ese and the Koreans, hc
said before they acquired
the technology, they en-
countered even bigger
problems.

The Western nations _

did not even want to
transfer their tcchnolqgy
but “the Japanese and the
Koreans were a de-
termined lot and were
able to succeed.

He said there were
Western nations which
even now have imposed
conditions restricting the
transfer of technology
when exporting their pro-
ducts. _

“The Government can
urge, and impose condi-«
tions on foreigners fore-
ing them to transfer tech-
nology but unless we are
prepared and willing to
face the obstacles and
problems, we will not
succeed.”

The question that we
have to ask is. if others
can acquire technology

from foreigners, why
could not we?
Expressin satisfac-

tion over the success
achieved by the rolling
stock manufacturin
complex at MSE. he sai
the Government had in
1978 proposed to MSE to
study the possibility of

going into the construc-
tion of railway wagons
and coaches.

He said hc was happy
that MSE had taken up
the challenge and suc-
ceeded in¥its efforts
through, ‘a joint-venture
with the, Korean Ship-
building~and Enginecr-
ing Corporation. *

It was the Govern-
ment’'s intention to im-
prove and modcrnise the
railway system so that
“this mode of transport
will bc efficient, safe and
reasonable in fares.

Research

“Plans to modernise
the railway service are
being considered by a
committee and it will in-
vole a number of phases,
including replacing age-
ing wagons and coaches
with new ones, like those
constructed at MSE.”

He said research and
development for the im-
provement of. “this new
industry” was vital, just
an in the case of other in-
dustries, such as high
technology industries.
airline, pharmacy and
transport. '
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In this context, he
hoped there would be ;
more firms which would
give emphasis to re-
search and development,
the allocation for which
wasrather small, both by
the public and the private
scclors. o

“Although allocation of
funds and other facilities
arc vital for research, we :
must not overlook the hu-.
man factor which re-
quires dedication, deter-
mination and creativity.

“The Government has .
introduced taxincentives
to enable the private sec-
tor to carry out research
and development, and the
Government hopes in
years to come both the
public and private sec-
tors will increase their
involvement in research,

especially in research
that is in line with na-
tional industrial stra-
tegy.”

This would mean re-
search on industries
based on local resources
like rubber, wood and oil
pilm ‘would be encour-
aged.

He said at the moment
these industrics were us-
ing foreign technology.
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