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K U A L A  LUMPURl  N O V .  5  (BERNAMA) - -  DATUK  S E R I  D R  MAHATHXR  MOHAMAD
T O D A Y  C R I T I C I Z E D  S O M E  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R I E S  F O R  THEIR-i~?%~~~&?---~
EDUCATION POLICIES TOWARDS OVERSEAS STUDENTS SN THEIR INSTITUTIONs,
CALLiN&  IT AN +UNDECLARED  A N T A G O N I S M +  A G A I N S T  T H E  D E V E L O P I N G
C O U N T R I E S  S E N D I N G  T H E  S T U D E N T S .

THE PRIME MINISTER, CONCERNED WITH THE VARIOUS RESTRICTIONS
IMPOSED ON MALAYSIAN STUDENTS OVERSEAS PARTICULARLYI  HIT OUT AT SOME
G O V E R N M E N T S  T H A T  +MADE  D E C I S I O N S  W H I C H  C O N S C I O U S L Y  D I S C R I M I N A T E D
A G A I N S T  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  A N D  U N D E R M I N E D  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
C O O P E R A T I O N . +

HE SAID’IT W A S  P A R T I C U L A R L Y  D I S H E A R T E N I N G  T H A T  T H E S E  G O V E R N M E N T S
MADE DECISIONS WITHIN A DOMESTIC FRAMEWORK AND SOMETIMES UNDER
PRESSURE OF NATIONAL, SOCIAL3  ECONOMIC OR POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS.

+WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED THAT SOME DEVELOPED MEMBER COUNTRIES
A R E  P R A C T I S I N G  T H I S  U N D E C L A R E D  ANTAGONSSM  W H E N  F O R M U L A T I N G  T H E I R  .
E D U C A T I O N  P O L I C I E S  7
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* T H E  C H A R G I N G  O F  H I G H  T U I T I O N  F E E S  AND-~b’lPOSIfION  OF R E S T R I C T I V E
Q U O T A S  F O R  S T U D E N T S ’  F R O M  A B R O A D  ARE,EXAMPLES  OF THIS RATHER

-‘ S H O R T - S I G H T E D  TRENDI+ H E  A D D E D  W H E N  (OPENING  THE 30TH COLOMBO  P L A N
C O N S U L T A T I V E  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  H E R E .

A L T H O U G H  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  D I D  .NOT NAMEeTHE  G O V E R N M E N T S !
C O N C E R N E D 9  I T  I S  B E L I E V E D  H E  WAS R E F E R R I N G  T O  BRJTAJ.N’,ANO  AUSTRALIAt
W H I C H  H A D  O V E R  T H E  Y E A R S  S L A P P E D  HXGH  F E E S  A N D  Q U O T A S  O N  M A L A Y S I A N
S T U D E N T S  P U R S U I N G  T H E I R  S T U D I E S  T H E R E .  - - M O R E
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M A H A T H I R - D I S C R I M I N A T I O N  2 K U A L A  LUMpuR

DATUK  SERI DR  MAHATHIR  R EM I N D ED  A FF L U E N T  C O U N T R IE S  T H A T  THE’IR
S H O R T - T E R M  G A I N  IN TERNS OF FEES FOR ,EXAMPLE  COULD NOT.OFFSET THEIR
LONG-TERM LOSS OF ‘G’OODW ILL.

+ I  W O U L D  U R G E  D E V E L O P E D  M E M B E R  C O U N T R I E S  T O  G I V E  DUEATTENTION
T O  T H E S E  CONSXDERATIONS  W H E N  F O R M U L A T I N G  POLICSES  O N  T R A I N I N G  A N D
E D U C A T I O N A L  E X C H A N G E , +  H E  T O L D  T H E  1 3 4  P A R T I C I P A N T S  F R O M  2 5  M E M B E R
COUNTRIES OF THE COLOMBO PLAN.

P A R T I C I P A N TS  FROM lo N O N - M E M B E R  C O U N T RI E S  A N D  l a  I N T E R N AT I O N A L

BODIEF;  S E N T  OBSERV.ERS  T O  T H E  M E E T I N G  W H I C H  W A S  PRECEDED’8Y  A TWOrDAY
OFFICERS’ LEVEL DISCUSSION WHICH ENDED LAST SATURDAY. ,

N O T I N G  T H A T  T H E R E  S T I L L  E X I S T E D  W I D E  DISPARLllES  I N  T H E  E C O N O M I C
SITtiATfON  OF THE COLOMBO  P L A N  D E V E L O P I N G  M E M B E R  COUNTRIESI  WITH SO,ME
C O U N T R I E S  H A V I N G  P E R  CAPSTA  G R O S S  NATlONAL P R O D U C T  (GNP)  O F  B E L O W
‘IJSBIOO,  THE PRIME MINISTER SAID M O R E  R E M A I N E D  T O  B E  DQNE’AND  ON A
L A R G E R  S C A L E  T H A N  IN T H E  P A S T  T O  RECTSFY  T H I S  I N E Q U A L I T Y .

HEALS0  D R E W  A T T E N T I O N  T O  T H E  S U B S T A N T I A L  G A P  B E T W E E N  T H E
D E V E L O P E D  M E M B E R  COUNTRIES’AND  THE VERY POOR D E V E L O P I N G  O N E S .  - - M O R E
130OMST  035  1 1  84 i’
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MAHATHIR-DISCRIHINATICN  3 KUALA LUMPUR.

H E  B E L I E V E D  T H A T  A S  L O N G  A S  T H E R E  W E R E  L A R G E  .DISPARITIES  IN THE
L E V E L S  O F  S O C I O - E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  B E T W E E N  N A T I O N S ,  T H E  W O R K  O F
T H E  COLOMSO  P L A N  C O U L D  N O T  B E  D E E M E D  T O  BE OVER.  ...

*WHILE E A C H  MEUBER  C0UNTR.Y  S E T S  I T S  O W N  P R I O R I T I E S  I N  A C H I E V I N G
E C O N O M I C  A N D  S O C I A L  D E V E L O P M E N T ?  A L L  M E M B E R  C O U N T R I E S ,  I  A M  SUREI
R E C O G N I Z E  T H E  N E E D  F O R  C L O S E  C O O P E R A T I O N  A N D  S I N C E R E  S H A R I N G  O F  T H E
R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  I N V O L V E D  I N  T H E  C R E A T I O N  O F  A  M O R E  E Q U I T A B L E \ .
E C O N O M I C  A N D  S O C I A L  0RDER.t

H E  C A L L E D  O N  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R I E S  T O  P U T  A  S T O P  T O  T H E  F E A R  A N D
C O N S E Q U E N T  DISCIMINATION  A G A I N S T  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S .

ACCORDING TO HIM,  T H E  M E A S U R E S  T A K E N  B Y  T H E  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R I E S
WOULD PREVENT EARLY METAMORPHOSIS AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND
CONDEMN THEM TO PERMANENT POVERTY.

THE PRIME MINI,;TER  NOTED THAT SOME D E V E L O P L N G  C O U N T R I E S  H A D
UNDERGdNE  METAMOR’HOSIS  A N D  N O W  H A D ’ T H E  KNOW-riQW T O  ‘ P R O C E S S  S O M E  O F
THEIR OWN RAW MATCRIALS  INTO VALUE-ADDED EXPCRTS.  - -MORE
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M A H A T H I R - D I S C R I M I N A T I O N  4  KUALA  L U M P U R ,

C O N T I N U I N G  I N  A  C Y N I C A L  L I N E ,  H E  SAID:+UNFORTUNATELY  T H E  G R E A T
ADVOCATES OF\  FREE TRADE AMONG THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES HAVE NOW
D E C I D E D  T H A T  F R E E  T R A D E  I S  N O T ’ S 0  G O O D  A F T E R  A L L .

+NOT O N L Y  THAT3 S’OME H A V E  G A N G E D  U P  INTO E C O N O M I C  .COMMUNITIES
W H O S E  S O L E  I N T E N T I O N  I S  T O  D E N Y  A C C E S S  T O  G O O D S  F R O M  D E V E L O P I N G
C O U N T R I E S . .  A N D  A L L L  T H E  WHILE9 T H E  T R A D I N G  I N  P R I M A R Y  C O M M O D I T I E S  I S
S T I L L  C O N T R O L L E D  B Y  T H E M  T H R O U G H  E X C L U S I V E  M A R K E T I N G  C L U B S . +

H E  C A U T I O N E D  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  T H A T . T H E  M E R E  P R O D U C T I O N  O F
PRIMARY COMMODITIES WOULD NEVER TRANSFORM THEM INTO D E V E L O P E D
C O U N T R I E S .

T H E  M E T A M O R P H O S I S  C O U L D  O N L Y  COME ABOUT IF  THEY WENT INTO
PROCESSING AND MANUFACTURING.

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  A T .  T H E  S A M E  T I M E  POINTED,OUT  THAT D E V E L O P I N G
C O U N T R I E S  WOULD:NEVER  D I S P L A C E ’ T H E  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R I E S  A S  T H E  M A J O R  ’
PRODUCERS OF MANUFACTURED GOODS,  - -MORE
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M A H A T H I R - D I S C R I M I N A T I O N  5  K U A L A  L U M P U R

T H E Y  W E R E  G O I N G  T O  B E  C O N F I N E D  T O -  T H E  L E S S  SOPHISTICATEDI  M A I N L Y
L A B O U R - I N T E N S I V E  I N D U S T R I E S  A N D  A S  S U C H  WOULD.COMPLEMENT  T H E
I N D U S T R I E S  O F  T H E  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R I E S .

BUT HE WAS CONFIDENT OF THEM GETTING THE OPPORTUNITY’TO B E C O M E
R I C H E R  A N D  +MOST  C E R T A I N L Y +  B E T T E R  C U S T O M E R S  O F  T H E  D E V E L O P E D
C O U N T R I E S .

iTHEREFORE!  T H E  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R I E S  S H O U L D  N O T  O N L Y  A C C E P T  T H E
M E T A M O R P H O S I S  T H A T  I S  G O I N G  O N  I N  T H E  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  B U T  S H O U L D
A C T U A L L Y  A S S I S T  I N  T H E  P R O C E S S . +

DATUK SERI  DR MAHATHIR STRESSED THE NEED FOR FORWARD AND
B A C K W A R D  I N T E G R A T I O N  I N  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  S T R A T E G Y  A S  MANY.OF THE
D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  H A D  A B U N D A N T  S U P P L I E S  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S .

HOWEVER9 T H E I R  E F F O R T S  C O U L D  B E  F R U S T R A T E D  B Y  D E V E L O P E D
C O U N T R I E S  T H R O U G H  I M P O S I T I O N  O F  H I G H E R  T A R I F F  O N  P R O C E S S E D  R A W
MATERIALS3  F O R  E X A M P L E ?  P A L M  OILr A N D  A L S O  T H R O U G H  T H E  CDNTROL  O F
F R E I G H T  RATES9  S H I P P I N G  A N D  I N S U R A N C E  O R  T H R O U G H  Q U O T A .

+DESPITE  T H E S E  U N F A I R  T R A D I N G  PRACTICES’r  T H E  D E V E L O P I N G
C O U N T R I E S  M U S T  P E R S I S T  A N D  R E D U C E  T H E I R  C O S T  A S  M U C H  A S  .POSSI%LE  IN
ORDER TO COMPETE WITH THE PRODUCTS PROCESSED IN DEVELOPED
COUNTRIESI+  H E  A D D E D . . - - B E R N A M A L
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