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K U A L A  LUMPURI’  N O V .  5  (BERNAMA)  - -  D A T U K  ,SERI DR. _Mf+iATHUL
M O H A M A D  S A I D  T O D A Y  ,MALAYSiA  IS F U L L Y  COMMITTEb  TO THE COLOMBO P L A N

.-AND E X P E C T S  O T H E R  COUNTRLES  T O  B E  E Q U A L L Y  COhMITTED.
T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  M A L A Y S I A  W A S  REMEWING  T H E  P L E D G E  IN V I E W

OF THE +LUKEWARM  ATTITUDE+ OF S O M E  C O U N T R I E S  T O W A R D S  T H E  C O L O M B O  P L A N
W H I C H  W A S  L A U N C H E D  I N  1 9 5 1 .

H E - S A I D  T H A T  C E R T A I N  C O U N T R I E S  W E R E  N O T  L O O K I N G  U P  .TO T H E
C O L O M B O  P L A N  L I K E  T H E Y  U S E D  T O .

+IT I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  S A Y  T H A T  W E  A R E  C O M M I T T E D  T O  T H E  C O L O M B O
P L A N  I N  O R D E R  T O  G E T  O T H E R S  T O  BE F U L L Y  C O M M I T T E D , +  H E  T O L D
R E P O R T E R S  A F T E R  O P E N I N G  T H E  30TH C O L O M B O  P L A N  C O N S U L T A T I V E  M E E T I N G  A T
H I L T O N  H O T E L  H E R E .

HE WAS ELABORATING ON HIS SPEECH DURING WHICH H E  R E A F F I R M E D
M A L A Y S I A ’ S  C O M M I T M E N T  T O  T H E  C O L O M B O  P L A N  A N D  ITS SPI ’RIT OF
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  F R I E N D S H I P ,  M U T U A L  C O O P E R A T I O N  A N D  U N D E R S T A N D I N G .  - -

DATUK SERI  DR. iI.AHATHIR A L S O  U R G E D  A L L  M E M B E R  C O U N T R I E S  T O
E N D E A V O U R  T O  C R E A T E  A  FAVOURABLE  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  E N V I R O N M E N T  FOR, RAPID ‘..
A N D  S U S T A I N E D  ECONO,MIC  G R O W T H .

S U C H  A N  E N V I R O N M E N T  S H O U L D ,  A M O N G  OTHER  T H I N G S ,  S’EEK TO PRDVfDE  !
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C O N T I N U E D  A C C E S S  T O  M A R K E T S  B Y  D E V E L O P I N G  COUNTRIES3  R E L A T I V E L Y
S T A B L E  A N D  R E N U M E R A T I V E  C O M M O D I T Y  PRICES3  S T A B L E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L :.
M O N E T A R Y  C O N D I T I O N S ,  F A C I L I T A T I O N  OF C A P I T A L  A N D  T E C H N O L O G Y  T R A N S F E R ”
A N D  A N  E F F E C T I V E  P R O C E S S  F O R  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  ADJ’USTMENT.

H E  A L S O  V O I C E D  T H E  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S ’  N E E D  T O ’ M O V E  Q U I C K L Y
T O W A R D S  I M P R O V I N G  E F F I C I E N C Y  I N  M O B I L I S I N G  T H E I R  R E S O U R C E S  A N D
AcQuIR1N.G  S K I L L S  T O  A C H I E V E ,  A  H I G H E R  L E V E L  O F  E C O N O M I C  A N D  S O C I A L .
A D V A N C E M E N T .

AS SUCH? H E  S T R E S S E D  T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  D E V E L O P I N G  A N  I N D I G E N O U S
R E S E A R C H  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  (R$D) BASE AS A NECESSARY PREREQUISITIE  F O R
S U C C E S S F U L  A S S I M I L A T I O N  O F  T E C H N O L O G Y  F R O M  T H E  I N D U S T R I A L I S E D
D E V E L O P E D .  C O U N T R I E S .

+By  I’NCREASING  T H E  L E V E L  O F  +ABSORPTIVE  CAPACITY+,OF  D E V E L O P I N G
COUNTRIES THROUGH VIGOROUS SCIENTIFIC A N D  T E C H N O L O G I C A L  M A N P O W E R
T R A I N I N G  PROGRAMMES~ I  A M  C O N V I N C E D  T H A T  E V E N  A S  L A T E  S T A R T E R S 3  I T
Is POSSIBLE  F O R  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  T o  LEAP-FR0G.A  .FEW S T A G E S  O F  T H E
D E V E L O P M E N T  P R O C E S S  AND APPLY SOME OF THE LATEST TECHNOLOGIES IN. . .
T H E I R  I N D U S T R I E S , +  H E  A D D E D . .

H E  B E L IE V E D  T HI S  WOULD H E L P  T H E M  T o  B E C O M E  M O R E  C O MP E T I TI V E  A N D

W O U L D  XN F A C T  C O N T R I B U T E  T O W A R D S  L O W E R I N G  L I V I N G  C O S T S  E V E N  I N -
DEVELO’PED COUNTRIES WHERE WAGE LEVELS AND OTHER COSTS HAD MADE THE
P R O D U C T I O N  OF C E R T A I N  I T E M S  N O  L O N G E R  E C O N O M I C .

H E  P O I N T E D  O U T  T H A T  I N  T H E  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R I E S ,  M O S T  O F  T H E  R  .r
D  A C T I V I T I E S  W E R E  F I N A N C E D  A N D  C O N D U C T E D  B Y  T H E  P R I V A T E  S E C T O R , .
E S P E C I A L L Y  I N  T H E  RESEARCH,LABORATORIES  O F  T H E I R  M U L T I - N A T I O N A L
CORPORATIONS.

W H A T E V E R  LITTLE  R $D A C T I V I T I E S  T H A T  T O O K  P L A C E  I N  S O M E
D E V E L O P I N G  COUNTRIES  O C C U R RE D  I N  RE S EA RC H  INSTITUTIONS  O F  T H E  P U BL I C

S E C T O R  A N D  IN-MANY  I N S T A N C E S  W E R E  D E V O T E D  TO,BASIC RESEARCHl  L I M I T E D
IN T H E I R  S C O P E  A N D  I N D U S T R I A L  A P P L I C A T I O N S .

+IT M A Y  B E  A  S T E P  I N  T H E  R I G H T  D I R E C T I O N  I F  G O V E R N M E N T S  O F
D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  W O R K  C L O S E L Y  W I T H  T H E  P R I V A T E  S E C T O R  T O  G E A R ’
THESR  R $ D  A C T I V I T I E S  I N  A R E A S  W H E R E  T H E R E  A R E  E X T E N S I V E  P O T E N T I A L S
T O  -BE C O M M E R C I A L L Y  A P P L I E D . +  .

T H E ’ P R I M E  MINI.STER S U G G E S T E D  T H A T  I T  W A S  P E R H A P S  U S E F U L  T O  M A K E
IT M A N D A T O R Y  F O R  ,JOINT-VENTURE  A G R E E M E N T S  I N  S P E C I F I C  ItiDUSTRIES  To
I N C L U D E  R  1! D. : .- I

HE NOTED THAT  T H E  A D V A N T A G E S  OF. SUCH AN APPROACH HAD BEEN WELL
I L L U S T R A T E D  B Y  T H E  E X P E R I E N C E  O F  S O M E  M E M B E R  C O U N T R I E S ,

‘ I N D E E D ,  A C C O R D I N G  T o  HIM, I N  T H E S E  C O U N T R I E S 9  S U C C E S S F U L
T R A N S F E R  O F  T E C H N O L O G Y  I N  MANY,OF  T H E  I N D U S T R I A L  F I E L D S  S U C H  4 s
ELECTRONICSI  S H I P  B U I L D I N G  A N D  T H E  C H E M I C A L  I N D U S T R I E S  W E R E
4CCOMPLISHED  THROUGH ENSURING THAT JOINT,VENTURE  A G R E E M E N T S
C O N T A I N E D  M A N D A T O R Y  C O N D I T I O N S  O N  T H E  ESTABLISHMENTOF  R $ D
F A C I L I T I E S . - -  BERNAMA.  ’
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