Umno will
submit to

Counczl

Special body can dec1de truthf
gation: Mahathir
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Ko MAMAN urs.
Ummno is prepared to
submit itself to a spe-
cial body on fulwa (re-
ligious rulings) to de-
cidc on thetruth of the
allegation by Pas that
the party (Umno) and
its membcers are kafir,
Daoatuk . Seri Do Ma-
fathir Mohamad said
today,

“But wc will not al-
low Pas to make the
judgment arbitrarily,”
ho said. Though hc did
not claborate, it is un-
derstood the body h c
rcferred to is the Na-
tiona Fatwa Council.

“It is nqt for Pas
leaders to say whether
Umno mcmbcrs arc
infidels. Who arc they
who can simply allege
that other people arc
infidels,” the Prime
Minister added.

“Therc is a special
body in the country
which candecide on
thatand it is certainly
not Pas.

“ Wc arc willing to
submit ourseclves to it
to enable it to mnkec

Ihc ruling because wc
arc confident that wc
are not kafir,” Dr Ma-
hathir said at the
opening of Wanita
Uumno’s workcamp
and the launching of a
children'’s books writ-
ing compctition at the
Moral Training School
hcrc.

Dr Mahathir, who is
Umno president, said
those who were re-
sponsible for issuing
futicas were highly
cducated and cexperts
in Islamic affairs.

‘Not easy"

“It is not that easy to
charge that other peo-
ple arc kafir. It has to
go through a very long
process and thorough
investigation by the
fatiea,” he said

“If we' did someth-
ing sinful, wc would
not become kafir..

“Even if wc cat pork
or do not perform the

day,we arc still not
feafir. Sinful, yes but
not kafir,” hc stressed.

He said there was no
other appropriate way
to counter the Pas al-
legation except
through the debate be-
cause that party was
cunning and clever at
twisting facts.

“They will not admit
it in front of us but in
the kampungs, Pas
leaders go around tell-
ing the people that
Umno members are
infidels.

“That is why we
want the debate — to
see whether Pas
would repeat that
Umno members aye
kafir, although we rea-
lise that the debate!
cannot determine the
answer,” he added.

Dr.Mahathir also-
said-that a. number .of
groups had tried var-

. lous means to cancel

the debate but again

prayers five times, Stressed that the im-
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portant thing was not
the debate but the
/question of Pas alleg-
ing that Umno mem-
‘bers were infidels.

I “Their allegations
have caused disunity
‘among the villagers,
resulting in the two
limams problem, se-
lparate burial grounds
iand so on.

! “That is why our
rstruggle is not only for
&Umno members but-
:also to’save Pas mem-
‘bers from their’
leaders,” the Prime
:Minister said.

' He said if Pas really
upheld and abided by
Islamic teachings,
there would not be gis-
unity among the Mus-
lims. g

All this would not
have happened if not
for Pas.

Also present were
Datuk Seri Dr Siti.
Hasmah, Menteri Be-
sar Datuk Haji Wan.
Mokhtar Ahmad
Umno secretary-gene:
ral Datuk Seri Sanusi
Junid and Wanita
Umno leader Datin
Paduka’ Rafidah Aziz.
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