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MAHATHIR-MUSLIMS * ”

F R O M  S Y E D  JAMIL J A A F A R P
M A L E  (MALDIVESlr N O V .  1 1  (BERNAMA)  -- P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  DATU;  ;;;I

DR BAHATHIR  MOHAMAD HAS CALLED ON THE MUSLIM UMMAH TO ADOPT
APPROACH TO FACE THE FUTURE AND MEET THE CHALLENGES OF AN EVER
C H A N G I N G  S I T U A T I O N .

H E  S A I D  T H E  M U S L I M  U M M A H  M U S T  H A V E  +CLEARLY  CRYSTALLISED  I D E A S
AND WELL ARTICULATED GOALS.+

+THE LAST FOUR CENTURIES HAS DONE US LITTLE CREDIT+9 HE SAID AT
THE OPENING OF THE GRAND FRIDAY MOSQUE AND ISLAMIC CENTRE BY
P R E S I D E N T  MAUMOON  ARDUL  GAYOOM HERE TODAY.

THE CEREMONY WAS ATTENDED

BY DIGNITARIES FROM 10 COUNTRIES.
+WE HAVE NOT REFLECTED THE ESSENCE OF ISLAM THAT WAs ONCE THE

P A C E  S E T T E R  O F  P R O G R E S S  A N D  U N I T Y , +  DATUK  SERS DR MAHATHIR  SA ID .
H E  S A I D  T H E R E  WAsA NEED TO U N D E R S T A N D  I S L A M  W I T H I N  T H E  CQNTE.XT

OF THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD AND EVER CHANGING CONDITIONS OF LIFE.  - -
MORE
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+WE CANNOT RECREATE THE WORLD OF THE,EARtY  YEARS OF ISLAM. WE
S H O U L D  T H E R E F O R E  REORGANISE  OUR POLITICAL,  SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC LIFE
TO SUIT THESE CHANGES IN A WAY THAT FULLY INCORPORATES THE
I N J U N C T I O N S  O F  I S L A M , +  H E  S A I D .

T H E  PRIME  M I N I S T E R  R EI T ER A T E D  T HE  IMPORTANCE  OF UN IT Y  AMONG  .THE
U M M A H  4Ne SOLIDARITY BETWEEN ISLAMIC COUNTRIES IN PURSUING THE
ECONOMICv  SOCIAL AND MORAL WELL-8EING OF MUSLIMS THE WORLD OVER.

HE SAID THE GLORY AND SUPREMACY OF ISLAMIC VALUES RESTED ON THE
FACT THAT THEY WERE NOT JUST TO PREPARE MUSLIMS FOR THE NEXT WORLD
BUT ALSO TO GUIDE AND MOTIVATE THEM TOWARDS ECONDMIC  AND SOCIAL
W E L L - B E I N G  I N  T H I S ’  WORLD.

I N  R E C O G N I S I N G  THIS7  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  I N J E C T I N G
I S L A M I C  VALUES.IN  I T S  ADMINISTRATIbN.

D A T U K  SEA1  DR MAHATHIR’WAS  PROUD THAT MALAYSI4NS  H A D
P A R T I C I P A T E D  I N  TM5 JES~GNIN.~,.9.~o,CgNSTRUCTION  O F  T H E  M O S Q U E  A N DI . _-
SSLAMlC  C E N T R E .

HE SAID THE’COMPLEX WAS NOT ONLY A LANDMARK FOR MALE 8WT ALSO A
L A N D M A R K  IN ISLAMIC COOPERATION AND SOLIDARITY.

L

T H E  M O S Q U E  A N D  Ct/dTREv  COSTING MORE THAN 810 MILLION,  WAS
D E S I G N E D  B Y  39-YE46OLD  M A L A Y S I A N  A R C H I T E C T  H A J E E D A R  ABDWL  MA@D  AND.
BUILT BY M A L A Y S I A N  C O N T R A C T O R S  EflPLOYING  MALAYSIAN WORKERS.  THE
ENGINEERS AND QUANTITY SURVEYORS WERE ALSO MALAYSIANS

T H E  C O M P L E X  W A S  F I N A N C E D  BY C O N T R I B U T I O N S  F R O M  1SL;MIC CoUNT,RIES
W I T H  S A U D I  A R A B I A  A N D  BRUNE,I  GIVING THE MAJQR P O R T I O N .

MATERIALS FOR THE BUILDING WERE IMPORTED FROM VARIOUS COUNTRIES
-- CEMENT,FROM  T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S ,  S A N D  A N D  S T O N E S  F R O M  S R I  L A N K A  A N D
INDIA9  M A R B L E  F R O M  G R E E C E  A N D  W O O D  F R O M  T H A I L A N D .  P A K I S T A N  D O N A T E D
T H E  E N T I R E  C A R P E T I N G  W H I L E  E G Y P T  P R E S E N T E D  T H E  I N S C R I P T I O N S  O F
QURANIC  V E R S E S  A D O R N I N G  T H E  W A L L S .

T H E  M O S Q U E  A N D  C E N T R E  W A S  O P E N E D  B Y  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  A S  A’SEVEN-GUN
S A L U T E  B O O M E D .

T H E  G A T H E R I N G  T H E N  A D J O U R N E D  F O R  SOHOR P R A Y E R S  I N  T H E  M A I N
CI-JAMBER  9 JOINING THOUSANDS OF MALDIVXANS WHO HAD BRAVED THE RAIN TO
SEE THE OPENING OF WHAT IS NOW THEIR NATIONAL PRIDE. -- BERNAMA
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