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F R O M  S Y E D  JAMIL  J A A F A R . ‘ay Q

M A L E  cMALDIVES)r NOV. 11 (BERNAMA) - -  T H O U S A N D S  O F  MALDIVIANS
T H R O N G E D  T H E  S T R E E T S  O F  T H E I R  C A P I T A L  C I T Y  T O D A Y  T O  C E L E B R A T E
R E P U B L I C  D A Y  A N D  T H E  O P E N I N G  O F  T H E  G R A N D  F R I D A Y  M O S Q U E  A N D  I S L A M I C
C E N T R E .

A L T H O U G H  I T  R A I N E D  H E A V I L Y  A N D  M O S T  O F  T H E  R O A D S  W E R E  FLQ0‘DED,
T H E  P E O P L E  C A M E  O U T  IN F U L L  F O R C E  T O  R E J O I C E  I N  T H E  ‘ O C C A S I O N .

THE STREETS WERE DECORATED WITH ARCHES9 FLAGS AND BUNTING.
BANNERS  S T R U N G  A C R O S S  T H E M  W E L C O M E D  DI G N I T A R I E S  F R O M  ICI COUNTRIES~
INCLUDING GUEST-OF-HONOUR MALAYSIAN PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI DR
JAHATHIR MOHAMAlJ

S E V E R A L  O F  T H E  B A N N E R S  CARRIED,THE  W O R D  *KAMI  MENGUCAPKAN
KEMAKMURAN3  K E M A J U A N  D A N  KEAMANAN K E P A D A  M A L A Y S I A +  ( W E  W I S H  M A L A Y S I A
P R O S P E R I T Y ,  D E V E L O P M E N T  A N D  P E A C E )  A N D  +MALAYSIA-MALDIVES  B R O T H E R S
I N  I S L A M + .

D A T U K  SERI  DR M A H A T H I R  W A S  A C C O R D E D  T H E  G R E A T  H O N O U R  T O  A D D R E S S
T H E  G A T H E R I N G  B E F O R E  T H E  S P E E C H  B Y  T H E  M A L D I V E S  P R E S I D E N T ,  MAUMOON
A B D U L  G A Y O O M .

A C C O R D I N G  T O  M A L D I V E S  F O R E I G N  M I N I S T R Y  O F F I C I A L S ,  THIS HONOUR
WAS IN R E C O G N I T I O N  O F  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R ’ S  C O N C E R N  F O R  T H E
S M A L L E R  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  A N D  H I S  E M P H A S I S  O N  I S L A M I C  U N I T Y .  -

M A L A Y S I A  I S  S E E N  H E R E  A S  A  S P E C I A L  F R I E N D  A N D  A M O N G  T H E  PEOPLE?
D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  I S ’ N O W  A  F A M I L I A R  N A M E .

P R E S I D E N T  M A U M O O N  G A Y O O M  R E C O R D E D  A’+SPECIAL  D E B T  O F  G R A T I T U D E +
T O  D A T U K  SERI DR.MAHATHIR F O R  H I S  I N T E R E S T  IN T H E  M O S Q U E  PROJECT.

CONSTRUCTION.OF  T H E  C O M P L E X  B E G A N  E X A C T L Y  T W O  Y E A R S  A G O  A N D
’S C O R E D  S E V E R A L  +FIRSTS+ F O R  M A L A Y S I A .

T H I S  I S  T H E  F I R S T  S U C H  A  P R O J E C T  I S  U N D E R T A K E N  B Y  M A L A Y S I A N S
O V E R S E A S . ET IS ALSO SAIb TO BE THE FIRST +FLOATING+  M O S Q U E  A s  1-r 1s
P E R C H E D  O N  A  T W O - M E T R E  C O N C R E T E  S L A B .

ACCORDING TO ARCHITECT HAJEEDARv AN APPLICATION HAD BEEN MADE TO
E N T E R  T H E  C O M P L E X  I N  T H E  G U I N E S S  B O O K  O F  R E C O R D S  A S  T H E  B I G G E S T
M A N - M A D E  S T R U C T U R E  I N  T H E  M I D - I N D I A N  O C E A N  R E G I O N .

T H E  C O M P L E X  O C C U P I E S  6~750  SW.METRES O F  T H I S  TWO SB.Ktl A T O L L .
ITS M A I N  C H A M B E R  C A N  A C C O M M O D A T E  43500  P E O P L E .  ..
- - B E R N A M A

.
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