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THE P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  ALTHOVGH EC C O U N T R I E S  WERE NOT
cwm-m Tr:l RE DU C E  THE DUTY 0~ THE COMMODITY, A WAY HAD T O  B E  F O U N D
T O  S T E P  U P  P A L M  OIL E X P O R T S  T O  T H E S E  C(?!JNTRI.ES.

EPEAKING  TO R E P O R T E R S  A F T E R  O P E N I N G  4N OLEOCHEMIC4L PLANT I N
TELOK  PANGLIMA  GARANG  HERE, H E  S A I D  R E P O R T S  R E C E I V E D  I N D I C A T E D  THAT
+-RESULTS  O F  T H E  ASEAN-EC MEET.ING W E R E  QUITE G O O D . +

H E  S A I D  T H A T  H E  W A S  Ci?blFIDEblT  T H A T  M A L A Y S I A ’ S  E F F O R T S  T O
I N C R E A S E  P A L M  OIL E X P O R T S  W O U L D  DE S U C C E S S F U L  A L T H O U G H  H E  H A D  NOT
RECEIVCD T H E  F U L L  R E P O R T  F R O M  T H E  ASEAN D E L E G A T I O N  WHSCH A T T E N D E D  .
T H E  M E E T I N G  I N  D U B L I N .

F(lREIGN A F F A I R S  M I N I S T E R  TENCKU  AHMAD  RITHAUDDEEN!  W H O  I S
C H A I R M A N  O F  T H E  ASEAN S T A N D I N G  COMMITTEEI  H E A D E D  T H E  4SE4N
D E L E G A T I O N  A T  T H E  T W O - D A Y T A L K S W I T H  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  O F  $D E C
N A T I O N S .

AMONG T H E  I S S U E S  D I S C U S S E D  A T  T H E  M E E T I N G  W E R E  O N  E C O N O M I C
COOPERATION 1 ASEAN’S R E Q U E S T  F O R  4  M O R E  O P E N  E C  M A R K E T ,  S T E P P I N G  U P
t)F I N V E S T M E N T S  l?,Y E U R O P E A N  C O U N T R I E S  AND‘SPEEDY  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  O F
A I D - P R O J E C T S .

EARlIER7 DATUK S E R I  D R  MAHATHIRI I N  H I S  S P E E C H  A T  T H E  FUNCTIONY
S L A M M E D  T H E  ATTITUTE  O F  T H E  MdJOR  LMPORTING  C O U N T R I E S  WHICH  H E  S A I D
PRACTISED  P R O T E C T I O N I S M  B Y  D I S C R I M I N A T I N G  A G A I N S T  P A L M  O I L  E X P O R T S .

H E  S A I D  EtC C O U N T R I E S  G A V E  PRIORITY*TO  O N L Y  T H E  IMPORT  OF R A W
M A T E R I A L S  FpdM  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  EY S L A P P I N G  A  12 P E R  C E N T  I M P O R T
@UTY ON P R O C E S S E D  P A L M  OIL B U T  O N L Y  4  F O U R  P E R  C E N T  I M P O R T  D U T Y  O N
C R U D E  P A L M  O I L .

T H E  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N T R I E S  W A N T E D  TO T H E M S E L V E S  P R O C E S S  T H E  R A W
M A T E R I A L S  S O  T H A T  T H E Y  C O U L D  H A V E  T H E  VALUE-ADDEDI  H E  A D D E D .

+ALTHO?IGH  T H E Y  A L W A Y S  B O A S T E D  ABOUT F R E E  TRADEI T H E I R  P R A C T I C E S
P R O V E D  T H A T  T H E Y  W E R E  A C T U A L L Y  T H E  O N E S  W H O  H I N D E R  F R E E  TRADEI+  T H E
PRTME M I N I S T E R  SAID,

H E  SAID T H A T  C O O P E R A T I O N  A M O N G  P A L M  O I L  P R O D U C E R S  W A S  V I T A L  TO
P R O V I D E  I N F O R M A T I O N  TO P R O S P E C T I V E  I M P O R T E R S .

W I T H  S U C H  C O O P E R A T I O N  C O U P L E D  WXTH G O V E R N M E N T  E F F O R T S ?  P A L M  tjI1.
’D E M A N D  W A S  E X P E C T E D  T O  I N C R E A S E ?  H E  S A I D .

P A L M  O I L  E X P O R T S  F O R  1 9 8 5  W A S  E X P E C T E D  T O  INCPEASE.  TO 3.5
M I L L I O N  T O N N E S  COMPhREO  W I T H  T H E  3 . 1  M I L L I O N  T O N N E S  P R O J E C T E D  U N T I L
T H E :  E N @  O F  T H I S  Y E A R .

H E  W E L C O M E D  T H E  S E T T I N G  UP OF P L A N T S  T O  P R O C E S S  C R U D E  P A L M  O I L
IN M A L A Y S I A  W H I C H  W A S  T H E  L A R G E S T  P R O D U C E R  O F  T H E  COMMODITY~
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