
‘We have spent a lot
‘of.money  to put up the
ship,:‘repairing  facili-
ties and perhaps the
Governmenf may be
able to earn some
money’from them.”

The dockyard project
is the second military
project to,be  considered
for privatisation. -The
RMAP’s Airod  Centre in
&bang  is also under con-
sideration,’ for privatisa-
tion in &he servicing of
aircraft.‘;‘“, :
Dr Mahathir visited
the navalibase  to open the
Fleet Operations Com-
mand and the navy’s
communication centre.
He also toured the base,
inspecting facilities
ranging from the dock-
yard to workshop and
was briefed on progress
of the base and the dock-
yard.

f;,I$JMUT,  Tues. - The operations of the $600 million dockyard at the
; naval base here may be privatised,  Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma------..-.--
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Display
He was accompanied

by the Chief of Navy.
Vice-Admiral Datuk Mo-
hamed Zaln bin Mo-
hamed  Salleh, the De-
puty Minister of Defence,
Abang  Abu Bakar Abang
Haji Mustapha, and the
Secretary-General of the
Ministry.. Tan Sri MO;
hamed  Yusuf Abdul Rah-
man.

The Prime Minister
and Ministry officials
also visited the navy’s
Mar i t ime  Tac t i ca l
Centre and watched a si-
mulated display of war
games uslng highly so-
phisticated electronic
equipment and com-
puters. The equipment is
used for training naval
personnel.

Dr Mahathlr told news-
men that he was satisfied

with the progress at the
naval-base since his last
visit three years ago.
‘The  base was now
nearly  100 per cent com-
plete and operational and
he was happy with its
smooth running. He
hoped the officers and
men would maintain the
standards set.

“The  Government has
spent about $1.2 billion on
the naval base and the
dockyards and we hope
that the modern and up
to-date facilities will be
utilised to the maximum
benefit,” he said.

Among other things,
the communications
centre has modern equip-
ment capable of com-
municating with naval
units between 2,000 and
5.000 nautical miles away
with the,aid of com-
puters.

Earlier, while opening
the Fleet Operations
Command, Dr Mahathir
said modern and sophis-
ticated equipment alone
would not mean success
in battle.

1 Efficient
“We must have mem-

bers of the armed forces
who are disciplined, mo-
tivated, dedicated and ef-
ficient. This is important
because they are the ones
who will make use of the
faciltttes and ensure suc-
cess. The military per-
sonnel must also have a
posittve  attitude in carry-
ing out their daily du-
ties.”

He said the navy would

not be able to carry out
its responsibilities and
duties efficiently without
discipline, which he de-
scribed as “the backbone :
of any armed forces.”

He hoped that from,
time to time, the armed
forces would make ef-;
forts to ensure that their,
personnel had high disci- /
pline. 7 .i

The Prime Minister
stressed that the defence
of the country lay in the
hands of its own armed
forces, although the
country had friends who
would come to its aid .in
the event of any undesir-
able event. :,,

‘, Friends /- ‘I
“But we should never

lay too much hPpe on any
other party in any even-
tuality. Whatever aid
they give, although sin-
cere, will bc restricted.
We can only ensure our
future by ourselves.”

In his briefing for the
Prime Minister, Tan Sri
Mohamed Yusuf said
“Project Lumut” was the
biggest project ever un-
dertaken by the Ministry.

Tan Sri Mohamed Yu-
suf said all the works had
been completed and
Malaysia had achieved
its objective of bringing
the base back to its own
soil from Woodlands, Sin-
gapore, where the pre;.
vious base was sited. ‘,

He said $1.2 billionhad
been spent on the base 2
about $600 million each
for the base roper and
the dockyard acilities-  _P
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