‘Mahathir on positive
values and language mastery

“forei

NST 2 4 NOV- 1984 ' -
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri — The mas- - ‘
tery of foreign languages does not '

threaten the national aspiratioh of

promoting Bahasa Malgysia.

Speaking at a Gapena (National Writers
Association) dinner tonight, Prime Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said: )

“A good command of foreign languages will
contribute towards an enhanced Bahasa Malay-
sia.

“The Government is strictly implementin
the policy on the National Language ang
strongly encourages its usc as a medium of li-
terature.

“But wc have to view the overall situation ra-
tionally. Wc have to be careful, lest. in our deter-
mination to clcvatc Bahasa MalayS|a our needl
for foreign languages is ignored.” ‘

Dr Mahathir said the development of Bahasa
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¢+ Malaysia-to its present level was achieved duc
1 to the presence of Malaysians who had-mas-
tcred foreign languages.
“Without this command (of languages), the
assimilation of foreign words into Bah'asa
Malaysia will bc limited to the mere borrowing

of the sound of words devoeid of an understand-.

ing of what they meant.

“If only the sounds of foreign words were bor-
rowed but their meaning ignored, it is better to

create our own sound of words. To borrow with-

out trying to understand will merely confuse us
all”

He said this was a result of weak command of
foreign languages.

“If wc aspire to enrich Bahasa Malaysia,
cvery single educated Malaysian should mas-
ter at least two foreign languages. This does not
mc;_u(ljbctraying the National Language,” he
said.

The Prime Minister warned that although
torecign languages can
still bc translated at
present, he feared that
parochialism and

National Language
may cut off the
sources of foreign
knowlcdgc.

“Wc should now
scarch for an accepta-
ble balance bctwcen
the usc of Bahasa
Malaysia and the aca-
demic languages of
the world. It is the
duty of those fluent in
« | foreign languages to
transfer the vast for-
cign knowledge into
Bahasa Malaysia.

cxcessive pride in thes |

¢ in the National Language

“This balanced
usage, if presented to
the people logically
should not give rise to
doubts and anxiety
among them.”

On the literary use
of Bahasa Malaysia,
Dr Mahathir said the
Government's privati-
sation concept should
also bc inculcated in
linguistic and creative
writing.

Essential

He also urged the pri-
valce sector to help the
Government in develop-
ing the National Lan-
guage and national liter-
ature.

Hc said a lot of reading
and academic material

was needed at present
but it could not be com-
mercially produced he-
cause the demand was li-
mited.

Positive foreign values
and languages were es-
scntial in strengthening
the education system and
in the successful transfer
of foreign technology and
Irnowlcdge, hc added.

The Prime Minister
also gave away prizes for
the fifth Esso-Gapcns
short story competition
and Esso-Gapcna youth
literature contest.
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