Dangergus trend

among parties
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Primie Minister Daluk
‘Seri Dr Mahalhir Moha-
mad tofay warncd Bari-
san Nasional component
parties against forsaking
political interests in
their pursuit for material
gain.

He expressed his
.worryover the danger-
ous trend among some
political parties includ-
ing Umno ,which are be-
vomlng dcommercla-
‘llsod i

"“These parties tend to
i forget their political obli-
'galions by becoming too
-engrossed in economic
activities.
# o “Hf this trend contin-
{ues, these parties would
find themselves losing

theirinfluence and be out *

of placein the political
arena,” he added.

Dr Mahalhir was
speaking at the founda-
lion laying ceremony of
the Kedah MIC building
here.

He noted that not only
Umnowas selling up
buildings throughout lhe
country bul also other
component parties in the
Barisan Nasional includ-
ing MIC, MCA and even
Gerakan.

“l fear that if these
partics became too en-
grossed In building pro.
, perties, they would for.
get their political

roblig:ations and responsi-

‘lo carry out for

bilities.

“It is highly profitable
lo own bulding but we
must first remember
that we are political par-
ties and our main func-

tion is to indulge in peoliti-

cal activities.

“Wc must be conscious
and lend to the needs and
the welfare bf the people
as best we can.

“We should not be too
absarbed with economic
activities, buildings,
companies, licences and
status lest we forget |hat
we have responsibilities
our
voters,” he added.

Threat

The Prime Minister
said that if component
parties in the Barisan
Nasional forsake their
functions as poelitical
parties and commercia-
lised themselves in pur-
suit of material gains,
they would lose their in-
fluence and cvcnlunlly
be defeated in the politi-
cal arena.

“While we could bc
proud to lay foundations
of our buildings, we
should not lose our sense
of directions and obliga-
lions.

“Econoimic activities
are secondary to politi-
cal parties and could be
disregarded if they came

in_between our political

duties,” he said.

On the threat by P.\.s,
Dr Mahathir said thc
Barisan Nasional com.
ponent pariies were.
aware of the real inten-
tioin behind their cam-.
paigns.

“They knew rehgion'
was its only gimmick to
weaken Umne and the
solidarity of the Malays.
and the component par-
ties in the Barisan. v

“They knew that Pas
was out lo fish in trou-
bled waters,” he said. -

He sald Umno and ihe
other members in the
Barisan Nasional had.
shown that they were not
erazy for power when
Opposition parties in-
cluding Pas were invited
lo form a cgalition.

“Its leadcers tried to
force Umno into making
statements that would
create resentment
among the componcent:
partlies so as to erode’
their confidence in Umno’
and eventually leave’
Umno.

“But these parties
were not easily waylaid’
by Pas, and Barisan Na-
sional had grown from’
strength to strength.

“The stabllity of Bari-
san Naslonal is evident’
now and | hepe lhis wlll
prevail,” he said.

Dr Mahathir isona
two-day visit of his con-
stituency, Kubang Pasu. "
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