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M,A+_THIR  M O H A M A P  TOD_&Y C A L L E D  O N  T H E  P E O P L E  T O  D I S C A R D  T H E
+,fNDfV-lDUALISTIC  AND DOING YOUR OWN THING+ SYNDROME WHICH HE SAID
H A D  B E G U N  T O  C R E E P  I N T O  M A L A Y S I A N  S O C I E T Y .

T H E  P E O P L E  M U S T  H A V E  A  S E N S E  O F  S O M E  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  T O W A R D S
S O C I E T Y  A N D  N O T  A D O P T  T H E  W E S T E R N  C O N C E P T  O F  S E L F - I M P O R T A N C E ,  H E
SAID W H E N  rJPENING T H E  9TH B I E N N I A L  D E L E G A T E S  C O N F E R E N C E  A N D  9TH
A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  O F  T H E  W E S T  M A L A Y S I A  M A L A Y  T E A C H E R S  U N I O N ’ S
C O O P E R A T I V E  A T  T H E  U N I V E R S I T I  U T A R A  IN TANSUNG  PAuHg A B O U T  17KM  F R O M
H E R E .

+THERE  A R E  N O W  N E W  V A L U E S  A R I S I N G  F R O M  T H E  A T T I T U D E  T H A T  T H E
S E L F  IS M O R E  I M P O R T A N T  T H A N  S O C I E T Y .

+THEsE  V A L U E S  A R E  F A R  D I F F E R E N T  F R O M  T H Q S E  PRACTISED  BY US  IN
THE PASTI+ HE SAID.

DATUK SERI DR M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H E S E  P E O P L E  S U B S C R I B E D  T O  T H E
W E S T E R N  B E L I E F  T H A T  S E L F  W A S  M O R E  I M P O R T A N T  T H A N  S O C I E T Y  A N D
THFRFF’IRF  HAD Tr! S E A R C H  F O R  A  S E L F - F U L F I L L I N G  L I F E ’ .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  R E G R E T T E D  T H A T  A L T H O U G H  T H E . S T A N D A R D  O F  _
E D U C A T I O N  H A D  B E E N  UPGRADED9  S O M E  A M O N G  T H E  E D U C A T E D  A D O P T E D
A T T I T U D E S  T H A T  W E R E  N O T  C O N S O N A N T  W I T H  M A L A Y S I A N  S O C I E T Y  N O R M S .

A L T H O U G H  T H E Y  D I D  N O T  G O  T O  T H E  W E S T E R N  E X T R E M E  O F  N U D E  BATHING5
F O R  EXAMPLE3 +THERE  A R E  I N S T A N C E S  W H E R E  W E  A R E  N O T  B A S H F U L  A B O U T
DANCING IN SUPERMARKETS,  WEARING WHATEVER WE LIKE AND DOING WHATEVER
W E  WANT?*  H E  A D D E D .

IT WA; H O W E V E R  M O R E  S A D D E N I N G  T O  F I N D  T H A T  W E L L - E D U C A T E D  PEOPLE*
WHO H A D  B E E N  G I V E N  S C H O L A R S H I P S  A N D  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  S T U D Y
OVERSEAS 7. T U R N E D  O U T  T O  l3E I N G R A T E S .

T H E Y  DID N O T  R E P A Y  T H E I R  S T U D Y  L O A N S  T O  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  O N
TOP O F  T H A T  D E C L A R E D  .-THAT S O C I E T Y  O W E D  THEM_ A  D E B T ’  A N D  N O T  T H E  O T H E R
W A Y  ROUND?  H E  S A I D .

+THEY D O  N O T  R E S P E C T  S O C I E T Y  A T  A L L .  THEY T H I N K  T H E Y  C A N  D O
A N Y T H I N G  T H E Y  L I K E . +

DATUH SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  I T  W A S  T H E  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  OF A L L  A N D
NOT ONLY T E A C H E R S  A N D  P A R E N T S  T O  T E A C H  G O O D ’  V A L U E S  TO CHILDREN.

THE GOVERNMENT  WAS  M A K I N G  E F F O R T S  T O  I N C U L C A T E  G O O D  V A L U E S  SUCH
A S  B E I N G  CLEAN9  E F F I C I E N T  A N D  T R U S T W O R T H Y  T O  E N S U R E  THAT ALL MEMBERS
O F  S O C I E T Y  9 P A R T I C U L A R L Y  T H E  Y O U N G  W H O  C O M P R I S E D  S O  PER C E N T  OF T H E
POPULATIONS W E R E  P E O P L E  O F  G O O D  C H A R A C T E R .

T H E  PRIME M I N I S T E R  F E L T  T H E  N A T I O N  W O U L D  N O T  F A C E  A N Y  PROBLEM  IF
T H E  P E O P L E  H A D  H I G H  M O R A L  V A L U E S .

+IF W E  H A V E  P R O B L E M S  N O W  9 I T  I S  B E C A U S E  ;E L A C K  T R U S T ’
E F F I C I E N C Y , D I S C I P L I N E  A N D  O T H E R  VALUIC1a-p THA;T BRING PROSPERTTY  Tc
ALL.,+  H E  S A I D .

DATUK SERI  DR M A H A T H I R  C R I T I C I Z E D  C E R T A I N  Q U A R T E R S  W H I C H
S U B S C R I B E D  T O  T H E  M A L T H U S I A N  T H E O R Y  O F  HIGHkR P O P U L A T I O N  B R I N G I N G
bIRE S O C I A L  A N D  E C O N O M I C  C O N S E Q U E N C E S  S U C H  A s  S H O R T A G E  O F  F O O D  A N D
S H E L T E R .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  T H O U G H T  O T H E R W I S E  A N D  W A 5
C O N F I D E N T  T H A T  I T  W O U L D  B E  A B L E  T O  P R O V I D E  T H E  F A C I L I T I E S  I N  T H E
F U T U R E  W H E N  T H E  P O P U L A T I O N  I N C R E A S E D .

A s  A N  E X A M P L E , H E  C I T E D  T H E  L A R G E  N U M B E R  O F  SCHOClLS T H A T  H A D
B E E N  B U I L T  I N  M A L A Y S I A  C O M P A R E D  T O  T H E  NUMBER P R O V I D E D  IN O T H E R
C O U N T R I E S .

I N  M A L A Y S I A , O N E  C O U L D  S E E  T W O  O R  T H R E E  “ N E W  S C H O O L S  E V E R Y  T W O  O R
T H R E E  M I L E S  <KILOMETRES!  BUT N O T  IN E U R O P E  WHERE ONE O N L Y  S A W  OLD
S C H O O L S  B E C A U S E  T H E R E  W A S  NO I N T E N S I V E  I N C R E A S E  IN T H E  POPULATIONI
H E  S A I D . - -  B E R N A M A
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