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KUALA LUMPURs NOV. 30 {BERNAMA) .. THE GOVERNMENT IS INTRODUCING
A NEW STRATEGY TO DEVELOP KAMPUNGS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AS PART' OF
EFFORTS TOREDUCE THE INCIDENCE OF POVERTY .«

ACCORDING T THE LATEST ISSUE OF +MERDEKA+s THE OFFICIAL ORGAN
OF UMNOs THE STRATEGY HAD BEEN FORMULATEDWITH A VIEW TO INCREASING
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY AND THE INCOME, OF FARMERS AND RURAL
WORKERS.

THE STRATEGY COVERS THREE ASPECTS: AGRI CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
THROUGH ESTATE-TYPE OF MANAGEMENT, SETTING YPOFCOTTAGE INDUSTRIES
OR OTHER TYPES OF NON-AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND REORGANIZATION OF
KAMPUNGS INTO NEW GROWTH CENTRES TORRINGABOUT INTEGRATED
DEVELOPMENT.

MERDEKA QUOTEDPRIMEMINISTER[DATUK SFRI DR MAHATLHIR MOHAMAD AS
SAYING THAT THE NEW STRATEGY WAS CONCERNEDYWITH ABSOLUTE POVERTY AND
NOT RELATIVE POVERTY.

THE PRIME MINISTER FELT THAT THE RATE OF POVERTY PREVAILING IN
MALAYSIA SHOULD NOT BE COMPARED WITH THAT IN OTHER COUNTRIES BECAUSE
OF DIFFERENT FACTORS AND SITUATIONS. --- MORE
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DATUKR SER.1 DR MAHATHIA WANTS THE POVERTY RATE TQ BE EXPLAINEDTO
THOSEWHO ST TLL.DIDNOT MNDERSTAND THAT THE POVERTY RATE IN THIS
COUNMTRYUWAS HIGHBECAUSE IT WAS THE GOVERNMENT WHICH HAD SET THE
RATEAT THAT JLEVEL.

HES3AID THE GOVERNMENT HAD SET ONE PARTICULAR STANDARD OFINCOME
INACTORDANCE WITH THE CURRENT CONSUMER PRICE INDEX (CPI» AS A GUIDE
TADETERMINE ABSOLUTE POVERTY WHICH WAS RELATIVE TO THE PEOQOPLE’®
SENERAL STANDARD OF LIVING.

+OURCONCEPTOF POVERTY I% pIFFER
HIGHER STANDARD ‘SF LIVING FAR ABOV
IN OTHER . COUNTRIES,+ HE SAID.

THE PRIME MINISTERSAID HE HIMSELF WoULD OVERSEE THEPROGRE :f n)~
THE VARIOUSACTIYITIES UNDER THE NEW STRATEGY AN@ TAKE APPROPRI
ACT | OMTOFNSURE THEIR SUCCESS.,

FTHIS WILL INCLUDE TAKING ATTIONS WHICH M1 G HT PROVE UNPOPULAR 4
HE ARDED .

DATUK SERT DR MAHATHIR HOPED THAT ALL OFFICERS INVOLVED IN THE
NEWSTRATEGY WOULDWORK EARNESTLY TO IMPLEMENT THE VARIOUS
PROGRAMMES THAT HA@ BEEN PLANNED FOR THE WELLBEING OF THE PEOPLE.

THE GOVERNMENT’'S STRESS ON REDUCING THE INCIDENCEOF POVERTY WAS
ACONTINUING EFFORT AND THE OFFICERS SHOULD TAKE THE NEW STRATEGY AS
ACHALLENGE WHICH SHOULD BE BORNE WITH RESPONSIBILITY. -- BERNAMA
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