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H U A L A  LUMPURI  D E C . 3  tBERNA”A1 -- “O&RN  D E F E N C E  S T R A T E G Y  L I E S  I N

E)UILDING  NATIONAL RESILIENCE AND SHAPING A.  STRATEGIC E N V I R O N M E N T
W H E R E  T H R E A T S  A R E  ~MINIilISED~ PRIME MINISTER[DATUK SERI D R .  M A H A T H I R
“ O H A M A D  S A I D  T O D A Y .- -

AD-ESSING  THE +GLOBAL  C O M M U N I T Y  F O R U ”  ‘ 8 4  M A L A Y S I A +  HERE3 H E
SAID THAT THE FIRST LINE OF DEFENCE OF ANY COUNTRY WAS NOT IN ITS
M I L I T A R Y  C A P A B I L I T Y .

D A T U K  SERI  DR. MAHATHIR,  W H O  I S  A L S O  D E F E N C E  M I N I S T E R ,  T O L D  T H E
60 OVER DELEGATES REPRESENTING THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD AS
+GLODAL  CITIZENS+ THAT UNFORTUNATELY THERE WERE THOSE WHO STILL
DELIEVED  THAT +IF YOU WANT PEACE YOU MUST PREPARE FOR WAR.+

T H E  N O T I O N  H E L D  IN THE PAST l3Y P E A C E - L O V I N G  C O U N T R I E S  T H A T  ‘ T H E
ONLY GUARANTEE OF PEACE WAS THROUGH THE CREATION OF MILITARY
BALANCES HAD BECAME RIDICULOUS IN THESE DAYS OF ENORMOUSLY EXPENSIVE
+ S T A R - W A R +  WEAPONS9  HE ADDED.

HE TOLD THE FORUM9 CENTERED ON THE THEME *SOUTHEAST ASIA-AND THE
P A C I F I C  AGE+r  THAT SUCH POLICY WOULD PULL THE REST OF THE WORLD ON A
PATH OF ESCALATING DEFENCE EXPENDITURE.

+THE GLOBAL’COMMUNITY WHICH SOUNDS SO G.000 MIGHT ONLY MEAN
G L O B A L  D E S T R U C T I O N  I F  T H E  I D E A  O F  P R E P A R I N G  F O R  WAR IN ORDER’T!j -
AvOID IT IS C A R R I E D  T O  ITS L O G I C A L  C O N C L U S I O N , +  H E  A D D E D .

INSTEA H E  ADDED3 IF T H E  P O L I C Y  O F  +flAK,ING  F R I E N D S  W I T H  T H O S E
W H O  W A N T  T O  BE FRIENDS WITH US+ WAS PURSUEDv  THE C O N C E P T  OF A
S T R A T E G I C  ENVIRONMENT,WITH  MINIMAL THREATS COULD BE A C H I E V E D  WITHOUT
HAVING TO RESORT TO ANY MILITARY MEANS.

DATUK SERI  DR.‘MAHATHIR;  WHO ALSO SPOKE AT LENGTH ON THE THEME
OF THE CONFERENCE,  SAID THAT ASEAN WHICH HAD BECOME T H E  S E C O N D  MOST

‘ E F F E C T I V E  REGIO+JAL  G R O U P I N G  A F T E R  T H E  EECg C O U L D  P R O V I D E  A  G U I D E  F O R
G R E A T E R  P A N - P A C I F I C  C O O P E R A T I O N .

HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE PROPOSED PACIFIC COMMUNITY IDEA WAS
F A R  F R O ”  REALITY1  I T  W A S  A N  lDEA k3RTH TALKIdG  A B O U T .

AT PRESENT9  THE CULTURAL OBSTACLES TO SUCH COOPERATION WERE So
G R E A T  T H A T  E V E N  M I N I M A L  C O O P E R A T I O N  W A S  IMPOSSISLEo  H E  A D D E D .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  F E L T  T H A T  P A C I F I C  B A S I N  C O U N T R I E S  C O U L D
A C H I E V E  M U C H  BY HAVING LOOSE INFORMAL MEETINGS AT ALL LEVELS AND ON
VARIOUS SUBJECTS.

D A T U K  SERI. D R .  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H A T  W H I L E  IT  HAD BECOME
F A S H I O N A B L E  T O  T A L K  IN T E R M S  O F  * G L O B A L  C I T I Z E N S +  A N D  +GLOBAL
C O M M U N I T Y + ,  W H I C H  W A S  I N D E E D  A  V E R Y  GO00  ACADEMIC EXERCISEI THE
WORLD  SHOULD NOT LOSE TRACK OF THE IMMEDIATE PROBLE”S  F A C E D  T O D A Y .

PEOPLE GATHERED TO TALK OF GLOBAL COOPERATION BUT AT THE SAME
TIME THERE HERE OTHERS WHO WERE SCHEMING TO HAKE THE’NORLD  ANYIMlNb

-.._. _

BUT GLOBAL.
REFERRING TO THE PROTECTIONIST TENDENCIES O F  T H E  D E V E L O P E D

i,lORLDv HE SAID T H E  D E V E L O P E D  N A T I O N S  M U S T  S U R E L Y  REALISE  THAT ONE
DAY THEY WOULD BOW TO THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

ON SOUTHEAST ASIA3  HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE REST OF THE REGION
WAS PROGRESSING9 INDOCHINA WAS STILL INVOLVE3 IN A DEBILITATING WAR
W H I C H  H A D  S T A G N A T E D  I T S  P R O G R E S S .

THE FOREIGN PARTICI,PANTS  AT.THE.,T.WO-DAY  C O N F E R E N C E  I N C L U D E D
SINGAPORE’S FIRST DEPUTY. PRIME MPN.ISTER  DR. GOH KENG SWEE AND THE
FOREIGN  MINIeSTER  OF COOK JSLAND, ENCIK NORMAN GEORGE? AS WELL AS ,A/

I.._ _ HIGH-POWERED, JAPANESE DELEGATION.  ~
THE MALAYSIAN DELEGATION INCLUDED FOREIGN MINISTER TENGKU AHMAD

RXTHAUDDEEN.
T H E  C O U N T R I E S  P A R T I C I P A T I N G  I N  T H E  FORUM’.INCLUDED  H O N G  K O N G ,

THAILAND,  THE PHILIPPINESI  I N D O N E S I A ,  A U S T R A L I A ,  NEW Z E A L A N D ,
FRANCEv CHINA9  INDIA, BRIITAIN,  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S ,  FIJI* C A N A D A ,
BRAZIL, CHILE A N D  S O U T H  K O R E A ,

’ IT IS S P O N S O R E D  B Y  M A L A Y S I A ’ S  I N S T I T U T E  O F  S T R A T E G I C  A N D
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  STUDIES AND JAPAN’S A S S O C I A T I O N  &OR THE PROMOTION OF
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O O P E R A T I O N .  - -  aERNA”A.
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