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I Iit’  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
.ISI)~Y’~S  of Ascan. Dr Ma-
.Il.t’tlrir  s;i~d.

IIv ;~tldlc:d  that cvc11
I Iic,ugh  economic  coopcr-
S~l~or~  has not been rcmar-
Iii1  hit% the f a c t  remains
1lr;tt  nlcmbcrs  o f  Ascan
Ii.i!‘o c-;lc:h  been cconomi-
q’;~Ily  d y n a m i c .  W i t h
I(runci’s’  admiss ion  the
~IXIII~)‘S  combined ccono-
nli(.  p(‘rlormilncc m u s t
IX’  il mon.g  l h c  m o s t  rc-
tll;lrkilbiLi  in the world to-
tl;l\s

iCwt~  the  wor ld  c c o n o -
I]~I(’  %c,cssion hits IaiIcd
IO bring lhc kind of disas-
lt,rs cxpcricnccd  by other. .

I)on~cstic;~lly.  private
(~ilt~*rprisc  began t o  rc-
l)l.~c~  govcrnmcnt  cntcr-
l>riscls p.articularly
\vhc>rc  losses bccamc un-
I)(*;I  ril blc. Today, the pro-
(33s of clcn;ltic,n;llis;ttion
11;is progrcsscd to a point
\vhc~r’c  privatization has
1101  only b c c o m c  rcspcc-
L;I blr* but has also bccomc
;I l>yv-word in the associ;i-
IIII~.  the Prime  Minister
told his audiancc.

“In Millaysia privatisa-
Iltjn has been made pos-
s!l)lr  by the cmcrgcncc of
:a grl,up of indigenous  cn-
Irc~prcncurs  w h o  have
hwxCd rr0m the NCW
I~:c*onomic  P o l i c y , ”  D r
M;lhathir added.

I’crhaps  lhc Ascan

i  “i”id organisations.  I n
’ ‘ s h o r t ,  the ,dcvclopcd

, yo?Jd.  was’dcvelo@_ng

“To  cxpcct  t o o  m u c h
would have rcsultcd i n
,lc*hicving n o t h i n g .  I f
hscan h;ld started  out to
b(*(.omc another EEC.  i t
\vcluld ncvcr havti  got off
t h(-  ground.” Dr Mahathir
solid.

Rut the spirit of part-
tlclrship continues  t o  b c
!luLurcd  cvcn a s  the
grouping  continues  t o
give priority to each of its
Il;ltion;ll  inlcrcsts.  Over
11nnv,  due t o  the shared
cliswssions.  shxcd acti-
vilics  and shared dc-
(,lsion m a k i n g  thcrc,
;II’OSC  cooperation  a n d  I
l);irtncrship  for progress.
int(brdcpcndcncc a n d  a
n)IIlui\lily  of intcrcsts.

‘I’hc, Prime Minister
sit id for the Pacific Rim
caountrics in tcrcs tcd  in
SOI~C  form ol association
the last t h ing  tha t  they
should think of would bc
;I gr;Ind economic  design.{
‘I’hry  should instead try

I IO,,  may b c
I”o~,ii,ptiWt.  discussions

on .non~controvcrsial  is-
sues ol.‘.intcrcst t o  cvcr-

WIll*ll  cc~onomir StriltC- l~olilicill  blueprints. yonc. ,such a s  mctcro-
xi(*h ()I solnc mcmbcrs
III’IB~(’  bc~nciicial,  n a r r o w

(;I’;,  nd economic  designs Iofiy, rcscuc.  operations,
~(.I’P  disrcgardcdi  a t  Lhc,i~ntl c*h;rcting  of seas and.:

n.ltil!nillistic  socialisn~ in(Y’ptioZl  Of Ascan; hc ad:_-,occ;lns,  could bc hcId.
Over time more subjects
could bc added and new
ilTCX+  of cooperation cm-
barked  u p o n .

The numerous  c o n -
tacts, formal and infor-
mal. multilateral  or bila-
tcral.  w i l l  s t i m u l a t e  a
grcatcr  knowledge  and
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  e a c h
other  and  in  t ime  can
give rise t o  a  sense o f
c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  w i l l
make mutua l  he lp  and
cooperation  a l m o s t  sc-
cond nature.

Dr  Mahuth i r  took  to
tagb the dcvclopcd coun.

protectionist  measures to
prevent the entry. of pro-:
ducts  f rom developing ,
tountrics.

.I While a d m i t t i n g  ihat
‘the dcvclopcd countries:
by virtue of iheir ccono-
mic stt-cngth and control
of the world’s cconpomic
system could  influcncc
world..markctsito the i r
advan tage  and  ,cb&nuc
to cqrvc out their spheres
of economic influence. hc
warned thjt .in t h e  e n d
thcrc would bc a price to
)Xly.

“ WC arc really  intcrdc-
ocndcnt  and even the dc-
bclopcd m u s t  one d a y
bow Lo the dcvcloping. WC
saw the results of the pro-
longed exploitation of the
oil producing countries.
Surely  WC do not want to
see that rcpcatcd  in other
arcas. cvcn if on a lower

scale.”  Dr Mahathir said
H c  added that incqui-

t ics  in  the s h r i n k i n g ’
wor ld  must  be  reduced
and the dcvclopcd coun-
tries c a n n o t  d i s m i s s
thcsc inequities as irrele-
van t .  Dr  Maha th i r  sa id
the collapse of the finan-
cial systems in some dc-
v c l o p i n g  countries car-
ricd a lesson for all and
L h c  d c v c l o p c d  w o r l d
must stop shirking its rc-
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

Referring to the build-
up of defcncc power, Dr
Mahathir said Malaysia
bclicvcd the first line of
dcfcncc of any country
was not its military capa-
bilitics. The f i r s t  lint of,
dcfcncc lay in its national
rcsilicncc and in sharing
ii strategic  cnvironmcnt
whcrc threats were mini-
niisrd.

.
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