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KUALA LUMPUR,
Mon. -- The Malay-
sian dcfcncc posture -
lies in defusing threats
and making friends on
a mutual footing, not
in a show of armcd
strength, Datuk Seri
Dr irr Moha-
mad said today.

The Prime Minister
cautioned that the conse-
quences of a superpower
arms race could doom
the world rather than in-
spire the rivals to find
peace.

“WC in Malaysia be-
licve that the first line of

dcfence of any countryis

not its mililary capabi-

lity."” i . .

ftlay in national resi-

idea-that peace could
only be gained from a po-
sition of military might ;
or that stability would °
only result from a mili-
tary stand-off.
He found it
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tening that there are .,
those who still believe
that if you want peace.
you must prepare for war
and that the only guaran-
tec of stability is the crea-
tlon of balances of .mili-

tary power.” 7 ‘
Where a military su-,
periority could deter ene-.

“dishear-

4, -

. "The ﬂlobal “¢omThun-
ity which sounds s good

mayonly mean global
destruction if the idea of
preparing for war in
order to avoid it is car-
rled to its logical conclu-
sion.

'He also criticised coun-
tries of the North who.re-

mained insensitive to the
developing South's inter-

1ests and Continued to bul- ,

ly the weaker nations
with their stronger econ-
omies.

“But these developed
nations must surelv rea-
lise that in the end there
will be a price to pay. WC
arereally interdependent

mies in the past, the mo-, :and even the developed
dern arms race simply! Must one dav bow, to the

strategicenvironment . pens of mass destruction.

where threats weremini-

miscd.

What was happening: M8 back.

now was an increase in

“I{ lics in the policy Of tension that rippled’
makingfriends with acrosstheglobe. -

those Who want_to be |

friends with us,” Dr Ma-
hathic told more than 60
ix{tcnmtional delegates
a

*The result (of an arms

race) will be an escala-’
tion of expenditure on de-
fence and offcnce that,

the Global Community | will pull the rest of the

Forum here.

He disagreed with the,

world along with them.

| produced obsolete de-’ developing.” .
. fences against incrcas- ' Dr Mahathir said that
lience and in shaping a ‘ingly sophisticated wea- th

¢ once-weaker coun-
tries had a way of fight.

We saw the results of ;
the expfmtatlon of the oil-

producing ¢ountries. Sur-
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ely we do not want to see
:that repeated in other
areas even if it be on a
! lower scale,” he said.
Despite the odds, Asean
had bucked international

. economic’'trends and con-
;tinued" to’'prosper into

, “the second most effec-
tive regional grouping in
the world.”

Referring to -the topic
of the forum — a confer-
ence on Southeast Asia
and the Pacific Age-the
Prime Minister suggest-
ed that ‘the path for
greater .pan-Pacific co-
operation could lie in the
Asean experience.

Asean's success was
rooted in a spirit of part-
nership ratherthan born
of any: grand, design or
economic ‘or -political
blueprints.

“If there is going to be
any quantum leap in co-
operation between the
countries of the Pacific,
then the appalling ignor-
ance even among neigh-
bours in the region must
be overcome,” ke said

“It follows that if ‘the
Pacific Rim countries
are interested in some
form of association, a
grand economic design
should be the last thing

w P

that tney sunvuiu v
of.”

The Prime Minister’s
vision of a Pacific com-
bine begins with contacts
and exchanges that
would grow into “a sense
of community . . . that will
make mutual help and
co-operation almost se-
cond nature”. %

At this stage, the Paci-
fic Rim countries were
far too diverse and too
unfamiliar to each other
to come together intd a
Pacific Community, he

aid.

“But this does not mean
that there isn't or there
will not be a Pacific Age.
The fact is that for'very
different reasons each
and every Pacific
country has exhibited vi-
gorous growth in the past
twenty years.”

Of "more immediate
concern, however, was
Indochina which re-:
mained left out of the
economic dynamism of
the rest of Southeast
Asia. !

The “immediate effect”
of the Indochinese “futile’
war of conquest . . . is to:
make the ambitious con-
queror itself a client
State and a vassal of a
foreign power,” Dr Ma-
hathir said. ..
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