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1. Despite the odds, Asean
had bucked international
, economic’trends and con-
; tinued,  to’prosper into
, “the second most effec-
tive regional grouping in
the world.”
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Referring to ,the topic
of the forum - a confer-
ence on Southeast Asia
and the Pacific Age-the
Prime Minister suggest-
ed that ‘the path for
greater .pan-Pacific co-
operation could lie in the
Asean experience.

The Prime Minister’s
vision of a Pacific com-
bine begins with contacts
a n d  exchang.es  t h a t
would grow into *a sense
of community . . . that will
make mutual help and
co-operation almost se-
cond nature”.

At this stage, the Paci!
fit Rim countries were
far too diverse and too
unfamiliar to each other
to come together intd a
Pacific Community, he
said.

Asean’s success was
rooted in a spirit of part-
nership ratherthan born
of any’ ,grand; design or
econom’lc  ‘or -political
b l u e p r i n t s .

“But this does not mean
that there isn’t or there
will not be a Pacific Age.
The fact is that for’very
different reasons each
a n d  e v e r y  P a c i f i c
country has exhibited vi-
gorous growth in the past
twenty years.”

“If there is going to be
any qu,antum  leap in co-
operation between the
countries of the Pacific,
then the appalling ignor-
ance even among neigh-
bours in the region must
be overcome ” he said

“It follows’that  if ‘the
P,acific  Rim countries
are interested in some
form of association, a
grand economic design
should be the last thing
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Of’ more immediate
concern, however, was
Indochina which re-’
mained  left out of the
economic dynamism of
the rest of Southeast
Asia. /

The “immediate effect”
of the Indochinese “futile’
war of conquest . . . is to!
make the ambitious con-
queror itself a client
State and a vassal of a
foreign power,” Dr Ma-
hathir said. _ ,
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