
THE prcscncc of so
many dislinguishcd  .*
p;Lrlicipilnls  f r o m
Europe  .and olhcr, .
parts ol lhc world al
this gathering must
give cause for much
satisfaction for the or-
ganiscrs, as it must to
lhc pcoplc in. this rc-
gion who arc anxious
Lo learn from all con-
lincnls.
i Al the same lime  it af-
fords lhc world an oppor-
tunity lo know of lhc
problems,  hopes a n d
;ispir;llions of lhc pcoplc
of this region.  No country
or community can jusl bc
conccrncd unly ‘with lhc
arcii or region that lhcy
arc in. Whclhcr w,c like il
01’ not.  W C  h a v e  a11  bc-
come cilizcns o f  l h c
w o r l d .  ,p”

mum programmc of co-
opcrnlion is impossible
al lhc momcnl. And so for
ii long lime lhcrc will bc
no Pacific Community.
Uul this dots not mean
lhcrc isn’t or lhcrc will
not bc a Pacific Age.

The fact is that for very
diffcrcnl  reasons each
and cvcry Pacific Corn-.
munily  has cxhibitcd vi-
gorous growth in lhc past
20 years or so. Such is the
economic  achicvemcnl
t h a t  lhcy  have  largely
oulstrippcd Europe  -
lhc ccnlrc of modcrnisa-
lion ‘in the last Iwo or
lhrcc ccnlurics.

The indicators show
that lhcir growth is likely
lo conlinuc cvcn if thcrc
is no inslilulionaliscd rc-
Ialionship  bclwccn lhc
counlrics of lhc Pacific
Rim.

It pays, lhcrcforc. lo rc-

Polilic;~lly lhcy a r c
slablc, that is when  com-
p&u-cd  lo lhc olhcr ncwly-
indcpcndcnl counlrics.

Economically lhcy all
adhcrc lo a freemarket
sys l cm. whcrc, homc-
g r o w n  c n l r c p r c n c u r s
have brought about ccon-
omit  growth that is rc-
mirrkablc  cvcn by dcvc-
loped world standards.

Thus through lhc 70’s
and 80’s  while the United
Slalcs and Europe  grew
by an avcragc 2.9 per cent
per annum, lhc growth
for lhc Ascan countries
avcragcd six lo eight per
ccnl. .

In the last decade,  do-
mestic invcslmcnts grew
by 1.9 per ccnl per year in
lhc Unilcd Slalcs and 3.1,
per ccnl in Japan. In lhe-
Ascnn countries.  grqwth
in  dorqcstic invcslmcnt.
ranged  from-seven-.to-14.  -
per cent.

Incentives
Domcslically privalc

cntcrprisc began lo rc-
pl;tcc  Govcrnmcnl cnlcr.-
priscs - par t i cu la r ly
when losses bccamc  un-
bcarablc.

Today lhc process of
dcn;llionalisalion  has’
progrcsscd lo a p o i n t
whcrc privatisation  has
not only bccomc rcspcc-
titblc. but has become a
by-word in lhc associa-
lion.

In M.alaysia, privatisa-
lion has been made  pos-
siblc by lhc cmcrgcncc of
a group of indigenous en-
t rcprcncurs .  who have
bcncfilcd from the NcW
I<conomic Policy. ’

.Govcrnmcnl  cxpcndi-
lure on infrastructure
and administrative rc-
forms allraclcd lhc al-
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1Jc,wd-mc  Lo say  a few
words  about S0ulhcasl
Asia and Lhc Pacific ,Agc

the thCmC of your con-
fcrctlcc.  The Pacific is
nobody’s Iakc. It is a Vasl
OCC;LLJ  that for  ccnturics
dividcdclwo  of the biggcsl
land masses  -- Asia and
the Americas.  For a very
long lime lhc pcoplcs  of
lhc two conlincnls  knew
nothing of each olhcr.

ljul lhc wonders of mo-
dcrn c o m m u n i c a t i o n
have  made lhc Pacif ic
mow  of il lnkc than  1hC
Mcdilcrra’ncnn  was lo lhc
conquering Remans.

T o d a y  acropianes
criss-cross  the Pacific in
it mnttcr  of hours, while
voices can bc heard and
scc11cs  vicwcd  Lhc  very
insl;ml they happen.

Reasons
A n d  so it is no longer

slrmigc  to talk  of Pacific
Rim counlrics or cvcn lo
propose a Pacific Com-
munity.

so far WC 11:1vc not gone
beyond  Ihc stugc of lalk-
ing. And for a long time
WC will only talk. But it is
ii subjccl  worth talkillg.
ItJl;~ginc  il c o m m u n i t y
united  by a vasi ocean in-
slcad of by a contincnl.  It
may  seem a  iillic~far-
Cctchcd  cxccpl that the
physical obstacles arc no
longer  thcrc. What rc-
n\;lins arc political a n d
cultural  obslacics. Yet
cumparcd  to Europe  i n
the first half of this ccn-
lury itnd bcforc, lhcrc ark
less political obstacles in
the path of a P a c i f i c

Community., Bul cultural
obstacles remain  a n d
they ilIT  powerful and for
the momcnl  conclusive.

‘1%~ fact is that the Pa-
cific Rim is pcopicd by
pcoplc  of differing races
;Ind cultures.  and differ-
cnl stages o f  dcvclop-
mcnl.  Unlike Europe
which is rciativciy homo-
gcncous.  cvcn the Asians
in lhc Pacific Rim arc
diffcronl f r o m  each
other.  For a long time
they knew  nolhing,of
c;lch other.

Nalurally they arc pre-
jud ic i a l  aga ins t  each
olhcr. Such is their diflcr-
CIlCC  tllill cvcn  ,a mini-

cog&c that  growth and
to study lhc cffcct  on bolh
lhc counlrics within and
lhc countries oulsidc the
region.

It may bc just an aca-
dcmic cxcrcisc which in-
fiucnccs not al ail the Go-
vcrnmcnts  conccrncd.
But such studies may
still provide grcalcr un-
dcrstanding of the mc-
chanism,  lhc sudccsses
and the mistakes  that hu-
man sociclics and com-
munities make.

It may provide  poslcr-
ily wilh a model that lhcy
can emulate or avoid as
lhc Case may bc.

I n  ilIly case. it is far
bcttcr l o  make conlcm-
pornry observation than
lo have future  historians
d c d u c c ,  influcnccd  as
they must bc by their own
contemporary cnvirqn-
11icm1 and  b i a s .

So much for the Paci-
fic, lhc Pacific Rim, the
Piwifie Community and
the Pacific .Agc. But W C
arc inlcrcslcd in Soulh-
CiIsl Asia, a component  of
Lhc Pacific Rim that is
rcpulcd  lo bc dynamic
illld  growing in impor-
lance cvcry day.

IL is not quite corrccl,
of course, lo say that the
wholc of Southeast Asia
is dynamic, economically
spwlting.

Scvcrnl countries  i n
the Southcast Asian rc-
gion arc actuai)y  slag

. nating or  cvcn rcgrcss-
i n g .  The Indochincsc
Pcninsuiar is still in-
volved In .a dcbiiilaling
war from which it can
only cmcrgc wcaltcr  and
more subscrvicnl to for:
cign powers,

Polilicai ambitions and
outdated  ideas of racial
hagcmony  have led lo the
e x p a n s i o n  o f  v a s t

;imounts  of men, m o n o y
and mntcrial  in a futile
war of conqucsl.

The’  immediate  cffcct
is to make the ambitious
conqueror itself a client

.StitlC and a vassal of a
foreign power.  In lhc long
term it will impoverish
lhc whoic  of Ihc pcninsu-
lar. once lhc scat of some
of lhc grciltCs1  of ancient
Asian civilisalions.

Indochina cxccptcd,
lhc rcsl of Southcast Asia
Lcils a diffcrcnl story.
Although lhcrc may bc
lcmporary setbacks. on
the whole  lhc counlrics of
Suulhcast  Asia excluding
Indochina arc doing cx-
lrcmciy  well.

Stable
It may bc coincidental

but lhc Ascan countries
comprising Indonesia,
Ma lays i a ,  S ingapore .
Thailand and The Philip-
pines, SCC~J  lo have  done
well since the formation
of their associatioin. Ycl
Ascan  is far from being
i\Il economic community.

It was regional polilics
that prompted lhc sclting  -
up of Ascan. Out of the
;Ishcs of confrontation.
Ascnn rose like the pro-
vcrbial phoenix. It should
rcaliy bc an economic an-
imal but. try as lhc mcm-
bcrs might. they have not
really sur_cccdcd i n  t h e
field of economic co-opcr-
alion.

Inslcnd lhcy have been
politic;~lly more cohc-
s i v c .  c o n s u l t i n g  a n d
working with each olhcr
uot only on regional mat-
tcrs but cvcn when  dcal-
ing with global affairs.

Indeed their political co-
hcsivcncss is one of lhc

most important nspccls
of Ascan. ‘ - -  _

IWcn  lhoughcconomic
co-operation has not been
rcmarkabic.  the fact is
lhal the  mcrnbcrs  of
A s c a n ’ h a v c  each been
economically  dynamic.

With the admission. ot
Brunei  into the fold. lhc

group’s combined ccono-
mic pcrformancc  m u s t
bc among lhc most rc-
markablc in the world to-
day.

Evcq the world ccono-
mic recession  has fail&
lo bring lhc kind of disas,-
lcrs cxpc;icnccd by olhcr
dcvcioping  counlrics.

What is the reason  bc-
hind this pcrformancc?
Economic co-operation
may bc minimal ,  but
thcrc is nmpio cvidcncc
that  the Ascan countries

t e n d  t o  learn frdm each
’ other.

When lhc open ccono- ’
mics pf some of lhc mcm-’
bcrs proved bcncficiai lo
economic growth, socia-
lism with attendant  na-.
ldip;ii;alion was aban-

Foreign
invcstminl  was cncour-
aged, with cuch country
devising a scl of inccn-
tivcs in order Lo attract,
lhc highest  amount of
foreign capilnl.

lcntion of ail the Ascan
Govcrnmcnls.

While thcrc arc still a
lot OC WC~~I~CSSCS.  lhcrc
is no doubt ,Lhat  lhc GO-
vcrnmcnls o.f Ascan
counlrics  have bccomc
mot-c  cfficicnt a n d
outward-looking, al least
b y  comparison’to  thC
st;llc of affairs bcforc lhc
cmcrgcncc  of Ascan.

No one can deny that
grcal slridcs have been
m;tdc  by all lhc Ascan
countries. Such is their
achicvcmcnt  that Ascan
has become  the second
most cffcclivc  rcgionni
grouping in lhc world,
next to the EEC.

Perhaps t h e  Ascan
cxpcricncc could provide
; I guide  for grciltcr  pan-
I’ilCifiO co-operation.

Ascan has  bccomc a
successful  and cflcctivc
g r o u p i n g  n o t  tied to-
gclhcr so much by the
diclntcs of contractual
obligations and trcaly
undcrlakings  as by a
strong scnsc of commun-
ity and what we in Ascan
call the “Ascan  spirit”.

Ascan is not premised
o n  any g r a n d  d e s i g n .

‘Thcrc  is no great ccono-’
mic or political blueprint.
But the spirit of partncr-
sh.ip  continues to bc nur-
lured cvcn as w;C  continue
to give priority lo each of
our national intcrcsls.

Over the c o u r s e  o f
lime, and bccausc  of lhc
broadest range OC shared
discussions, shared acli-
v i t i c s  +nd shared de-
cision-making, there has
arisen co-operation and
partnership  for progress,
intcrdcpcndcncc and a
mutuality ‘of inlcrcsls.

G r a n d  economic  dc-
,signs were disregarded
al the inception of Asean.
Tq cxpcct t o o  m u c h
would have  ‘rcsultcd in
achieving  nothing.  Il.
Ascan had started  out to
bccomc  anolhcr EEC  i t
would ncvcr  have got’off
the ground.
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ignorance
Pcoplc  a n d  n a t i o n s

cannol gel on  togcthcr
unti l  they know each
other. If thcrc is going to
bc some quantum lcap in
co-operation  bctwccn the
countries  of the Pacific,
then the appalling ignor-
imcc cvcn among ncigh-
hours  in Lhc region must
bc ovcrcomf.

IL Collows that if the Pa-
cific Rim countries  arc
intcr?stcd  in some form
of association, a grand
economic design should
bc the last thing that they
should think of.

Instead, lhcy should
1r.y to get to know each
olhcr bcttcr. As a start,
discussions of non-con-
Lrovcrsial  issues of intcr-
csl lo cvcryonc. such as
m c l c o r o l o g y .  rcscuc
operations,  charting lhc
seas and oceans  and lhc
like could bc held.

Over  the  course  o f
lime, more  und more  sub-
jccls could bc discussed

’ Ij:~i~n”“c”,~~~‘~~~~p~~~~~
lhc time. the nuplcrous
,conlacts,  Cormul  and in-
formal, multilntcral or
bilntcral, will stimulate a
grcatcr knowlcdgc  a n d
iipprcciation OC each
other.

iind frustrntc  the ccono-
mir advanccmcnt  of the
dcvcloping  South.

The dcvclopcd coun-
lrics have also come out
with other  mcasurcs  un-
tlor the guide OC assisting
domestic industry and.
slimulnling domestic
economic growth. In rca-
lily. they arc nothing but
protcctionisl mcasurcs  to
doprivc the entry of pro-
d u c t s  from developing
countries.

O f  course, the dcvc-
loped countries by virtue
of lhcir e c o n o m i c
strength  and control of
lhc world’s economic  sys- I
tcms can go on doing this.
‘I’hcv can continue Lo in-
IlucLcc the world mar- I
kcts to their advantage.
They can continue to dc-
privc t,hc Icgitimatc in-
tcrcsts of the South.

They can also continue
to carve their sphcrcs of 1
economic  influence. But
thcsc devclopcd nat ions
must surely  realise that
in the end, lhcrc will bc a
price to pily.  WC arc real- ’
ly in tcrdcpcndent  and
cvcn the dcvclopcd must
one day bow to the dcve-
loping.

W C saw the results of
the prolonged cxploitn-
lion of the oil-producing
countries. Surely we do

As much as the deve-
loping countries must bc
rcsponsiblc, the dcvc-
loped  countries  must also
stop, shirking their rc-
sponsi,bilitics.

It isalso dishcartcning
10 note that  thcrc  are
those who still bclicvc
that if you want pcacc,
you must prcparc for war
and that the only guaran-
tee of stability is the crca-
lion of balances of mili-
lilry  power.’

In the pa&lit m i g h t
have ,bccn logical for a

p&cc-loving nation to bc
.so, well-armed  for- do-
fcncc that no one would
dart to attack it.

But in thcsc days of cn-
ormously  cxpcnsivc star-
war weapons. such a no-
tion is ridiculous. No
sooner havc.you.invcntcd
a weapon to defend your-
self against the latest in
weapons of mass dcstruc-
t ion that  the other  side
will come up with a wea-
pon to render incffcctivc
your dclcncc system. And
the same  is true the other
way round. The result
will be an cscalntion oC
cxpcnditurc on dclcncc
and offcncc that will pull
the rest of the w o r l d

.
.
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In lime, n scnsc ol com-
muuily will emerge  that
will make mutual help
and co-operation almost
second nature.  If in the
mcantimc  dclibcratc pro-
grammcs of studies a n d
cxchangcs  such as this
G l o b a l  C o m m u n i t y
Forum arc organiscd. the
process can bc considcra-
bly accclcratcd._ : .

: Frustrate
‘I’otJ;~y.  it seems  to bc

f;tshlonablc  to talk in
terms of the global citi-
zcn. the global commun-
ity and things ‘that arc
global in nature.

While it is a noble con-
ccpt that ought to bc pur-
sued a n d  a t  the same
time il VCL*Y  good acadc-
mic cxcrcisc, ncvcrthc-
less WC should not Iosc
track of the more immc-
diatc problems  facing us,
todny:

While WC arc gathered
hcrc, exchanging  ideas
and thoughts on how WC
can work globally. there
ilrC IllilIly  others  CISC-
whcrc who arc working
a n d  cvcn scheming  to
make the world anything
but global. I rcfcr to’lhosc
countries  who have  now
bccomc more i n w a r d -
l o o k i n g ,  ;Lnd  ilrc 001.~

.thinking  of thcirpwn scl-
fish inLcrcsLs.

W C see: YLaLcs  fUrming
groupings or cxclusivc
clubs lo keep others ouL of
their comb:ncd markets.
World bodies  and organi-
sations a r c  i gno red .
Much work now tends Lo
be done outsidp t h e
framework of the United
Nations.

F a r  f r o m  s h o w i n g
grcntcr concern fo r  the
dcvcloping countries.  the
advanced  North has in-
troduccd tariff and non-
tariff barriers, to hinder

not want Lo see that rc-
pcatcd in other  arcas.
cvcn if it bc on a lower
se;&!.:

The incquitics  in our
shrinking world must bc
rcduccd  a n d  the  ~CVC-
loped countries cannot
dismiss thcsc inequit ies
i1.S irrclcvant. The col-
Iapsc of the financial sys-
tcms  in some dcvcloping
countries cnrrics a lesson
f o r  a l l .

along with-them. WC arc
seeing it happening  now.

The global community
which sounds so good
may only mean global
destruction  if the idea of
p repa r ing  fo r  tiar in
order Lo avoid it is car-
ricd Lo its logical conclu-
sion.

W C , in Malaysia, bc-
licvc thaL Lhc first lint of
dcfcncc of any country is
noL its military capabili-
tics. The first lint of dc-
fcncc lies in its national
rcsilicncc and in shaping
il strategic  cnvironmcnt
whcrc  lhrcats  arc mini-
miscd. It lies in the policy
of making friends  with
those who want to be
friends with us.

This Global Commun-
ity Forum,  I hope, will bc
part of this exercise in
making friends.

.
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