THERE'S A
PRICGE TAG
T0 TRADE
GURB: Dr M

/KUALA LUMPUK, Mon. —
" Countries which practised
Frolectionisl measures will
lave to pay a price in the
end, Datuk -Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad said today.
“We are really interde-
pendent and even' the devel-
oped countries must one
day bow to the developing,”
the Prime Minister pointed

out.

Addressin? the “Global*
community orum'84 Ma-
laysia’ here, Dr Mahathir
sald the inequities in the
shrinking world must be re-
duced and the develooed
countries could not dismiss
these inequities as irrele-
vant.

He said the collapse of
the financial systems in
some developing countries
had a lesson far dl.

As developing countries
must be responsible, the de-
veloped countries must aso
stop shirking their respon-
sibtlities, Dr Mahathir said.
. He said while some na-
tions were exchanging
ideas and /thoughts on “how

to work globally, there were
many others” who were
working and even scheming
to make the world anything
but global. .

“1 “refer to countries who
have now become more in-
ward looking and are onl
thinking of their own sel-
fish interest. We see States
forming groupings or ex-
clusive clubs to keep others
out of their combined mar-
kets. World bodies and or-

anisations are ignored.

ost work now tends %o be
done outside the framework
of the United Nations” he
added.

Dr Mahathir said devel-
ogedicountries. instead of
showing concern to deve-
loping nations, had intro-
duced tariff and non-tariff
barriers to hinder and frus-
trate economic advance-
ment of the developing
South.

He said the developed
countries had also come out
with other measures under
the guise of assisting do-
mestic industry and stimu-

lating domestic economic]
growth.

“In redlity, they are noth

ing but protectionist mea-
sure to de?rlve the entry o
products from developin,
countries,” he added.

Dr Mahathir aso told th
forum that athough Asea
had not really succeeded i
the field of economic co-of
eration, the giroups had b«
come politically cohesive.

He said Asean’s com
bined economic perfor
mance must be among th
most remarkable in th
world today and that eve
the recession had failed t
bring the kind of disaster
experienced by other devq
loping countries.

He said this had been

brought about by the will-
ingness of the member na-
tions to learn from each oth-
er and the “Asean spirit.”
. “Perhaps the Asean ex-
perience could provide a
uide for greater pan-Paci-
ic co-operation,” he said.
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