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K U A L A  LUMFUR, D E C  6 (BERNAMA)  - - P R I M E  MINISTERlDATUK S E R X  D R

M A H A T H I R  MOHAMAD_TODAY  T I C K E D  O F F  T H E  P R I V A T E  M E D I C A L  S-E-RTj-C-E-FtGT~_A_T-H_._D--.--  -
E S C R I B E D  A S  O V E R - C O N C E N T R A T I O N  O N  T H E  R I C H  A N D  S A I D  T H E -

T R E N D  C A N  W O R S E N  T H E  D I S P A R I T Y  I N  M E D I C A L  C A R E  B E T W E E N  T H E  R U R A L  A N D
U R B A N  P E O P L E .

jjE S A I D  T H E  P R I V A T E  M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E  W A S  N O T  GIVING S U F F I C I E N T
A T T E N T I O N  T O  T H E  L O W E R  I N C O M E  G R O U P  A N D  A D V I S E D  IT A G A I N S T  B E I N G
MOTSVATED  E X C L U S I V E L Y  B Y  P R O F I T .

QPENING  A O N E - D A Y  S Y M P O S I U M  O N  H E A L T H  C A R E  HEREI D A T U K  SERI D R
MAHATHIR  D E S C R I B E D  A S  U N P R E C E N D E N T E D  T H E  R A P I D  G R O W T H  O F  T H E  P R I V A T E
M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E  IN T H E  K L A N G  V A L L E Y  A N D  I N  S O M E  O F  T H E  M A J O R  TdtiNS
IN T H E  C O U N T R Y .

H E  S A I D  T H E  F A C I L I T I E S  R A N G E D  F R O M  S I N G L E  P R A C T I C E  A N D  S M A L L
M A T E R N I T Y  H O M E S  T O  H O S P I T A L S O F  A  F E W  H U N D R E D  B E D S .

‘I-HE LOCATION OF THESE FACILITIESI HE SAID, WAS O B V I O U S L Y
I N F L U E N C E D  B Y  T H E  P U L L  O F  T H E  M A R K E T  F O R C E S  - -  C L I E N T S  WHO C O U L D
A F F O R D  T O  P A Y  F O R  T H E ,  S E R V I C E S .

+WHILE  W E L C O M I N G  T H I S  D E V E L O P M E N T 9  B E C A U S E  ,IT S U P P L E M E N T S
E F F O R T S  I N  P R O V I D I N G  M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E  T O  T H E  M O R E  W E L L - T O - D O  U R B A N
POPULATIONI  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  I S  A C U T E L Y  A W A R E  T H A T  IT C A N  F U R T H E R
W O R S E N  T H E  C U R R E N T  D I S P A R I T Y  IN M E D I C A L  C A R E  B E T W E E N  T H E  R U R A L  A N D 6
U R B A N  P O P U L A T I O N S .

+SUCH D E V E L O P M E N T  I S  C L E A R L Y  U N D E S I R A B L E , +  H E  S A I D .

1
D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  S T R E S S E D  T H A T  E V E R Y  I N D U S T R Y  H A D  A S O C I A L  ‘,

RESPONSIBILITYI

1
M O R E  S O  T H E  H E A L T H  I N D U S T R Y ,  A N D  I T  S H O U L D  T H E R E F O R E

N O T  B E  Ml=TIVATED E X C L U S I V E L Y  B Y  P R O F I T .
+AFTER A L L ,.,

is,:

IT IS SOCIETY WHICH HAS GRANTED MORE 0R LESS
M O N O P O L I S T I C .  R I G H T S  T O  T H E  M E D I C A L  P R O F E S S I O N  T O  P R A C T I S E  T H E

I.. .’ OCCUPATIOJlr  A N D  I T  I S  P U B L I C  F U N D S  W H I C H  S U P P O R T  M E D I C A L  EDUCATIONq+
,:‘,< H E  S A I D .
..’ T H E  PRIhE MINISTER SAID IT W A S  T H E R E F O R E  N A T U R A L  T H A T  IN R E T U R N ~

,i ::‘. T H E  P U B L I C  E X P E C T E D  R E A S O N A B L E  ACCESSIBIL.ITY T O  M E D I C A L  C A R E  A N D
6. THAT THE PEOPLE WERE NOT DENIED MEDICAL CARE BY HIGH FEES* UNDUE

” I’ ’
..:, C O N C E N T R A T I O N  O F  F A C I L I T I E S  IN H I G H - I N C O M E  A R E A S  O R  A N Y  O T H E R  F O R M

$t 1
; -”

O F  B A R R I E R .

1 D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  WOULD CONTINUE To
I
i, .,

P R O V I D E  A  F U L L Y  O R  PARTlALLY.SUBSIDISED  M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E ,  To THE
E X T E N T  O F  T H E  C O U N T R Y ’  E C O N O M I C  CAFABfLITY.

I. ,,~

H E  S A I D  P E O P L E  I N  T H E  H I G H E R  I N C O M E  B R A C K E T S  S H O U L D  P A Y  F O R “:
I T H E I R  T R E A T M E N T 9  T H E R E B Y  R E D U C I N G  T H E  B U R D E N  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  HAD To

I BEAR.IN  P R O V I D I N G  H E A L T H  C A R E .
T H E  P R I V A T E  SECTOR9 HE SAID? C O U L D  F U R T H E R  H E L P  IN T H I SI

C Q S T - S H A R I N G  B y  KEEPING I T S  ,FEES A S  L O W  A S  R E A S O N A B L Y  f’OSSrBLEg By ‘j
CROSS-SUBSIDY AND BY OPENING CLINIC,,c AND HIJSPITALS  IN A R E A S  W H I C H  ‘.‘;

L- IJF~C’  RCI ATrVFl.y..UNDER-SERV1CED...~. r_. ..-
. -

..l._,\b.
_ .._

c-
,,L-L,. * _ , . .._. _._-_..

THlS W O U L D  M A K E  T H E  S E R V I C E  O F F E R E D  B Y  T H E  P R I V A T E  S E C T O R
. A C C E S S I B L E  T O  A G R E A T E R  N U M B E R  O F  P E O P L E ,  I N C L U D I N G  T H O S E  W H O  W O U L D

O T H E R W I S E  F L O C K  T O  T H E  A L R E A D Y  CdNGESTED  G O V E R N M E N T  FACILiTfES+  H E
A D D E D .

, “’

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  T O  M E E T  T H E  D E M A N D S  O F  T H E
COMMUNXTY E F F E C T I V E L Y , A  P R I V A T E  H O S P I T A L  H A D  T O  O F F E R  A  M I N I M U M
RANGE OF SERVICES AND FACILITIES THAT WERE COMMONLY ASSQCLATED WITH
A  H O S P I T A L .

H E  S A I D  THAT! F O R  INSTANCE9 T H E  H O S P I T A L  S H O U L D  B E  A B L E  T O
P R O V I D E  A C C I D E N T  A N D  E M E R G E N C Y  S E R V I C E S  A T  A L L  T I M E S .

N O  ACCiDENT V I C T I M  S H O U L D  B E  D E N I E D  F I R S T  A I D  S I M P L Y  B E C A U S E  H E
W A S  N O T  A  R E G U L A R  P A T I E N T  O R  C O U L D ’  N O T  P R O D U C E  T H E  R E Q U I R E D  SURETY3
H E  A D D E D .

DATUti SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H E  H E A L T H  M I N I S T R Y  W A S  R E V I E W I N G
T H E  C U R R E N T  L A W S  R E L A T I N G  T O  T H E  R E G I S T R A T I O N  OF P R I V A T E  H O S P I T A L S
T O  E N S U R E  O P T I M U M  M E D I C A L  C A R E .

T H E  S Y M P O S I U M  I S  O R G A N I S E D  B Y  A  C O N S T R U C T I O N  FlRMv YEOH TIQNG
LAY-WILMA*  WH:XCH ‘ I S  E N G A G E D  I N  T H E  C O N S T R U G T I O N  O F  T H E  $ 9 2 . 4  M I L L I O N
K U A L A  TREN’GGANU G E N E R A L  H03PITAL  ON A TURNKEY BASIS.  - -  BERNAMA
125sSMBT O-6 12 8 4- _.~l,, -. .___ A____  _ _  _.._


	Mahathir - Health (Bernama 06/12/1984)

