
f)(j53’  1 -.- - - :- ; --,, ~;.__..  _
.,‘B E672 AAE .,: --__... -- _-__ _ _ ._
PARLIAMENT .- C~~MMISSION *
SM -fv f0
tiUALA LUMPURI  D E C .  6 (BERNAMA) ATUK  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  MOHAMAD

T05AY  DISMXSSED  T H E  DAP C L A I M  I N  t E W A N  Rm THAT THE ELECTSOT  /
CO!lMISSION  WAS INFLUENCED BY THE GOVERNMENT IN ITS REVISION AND
DELINEATION OF PARLIAMENTARY AN5 STATE CONSTITUENCIES.

HE CRITICIZED THE OPPOSITION PA’RTY  FOR ALLEGING THAT THE
INCREASE IN SEATS FOCUSSED  ON THE RURAL AREAS BECAUSE THE SARISAN
EtASII)NAL  COVERNMENT WANTEO TO STRENGTHEN ITS POSITION THROUGH MALAY
VOTES  .

THE::  PRIME MSNISTER WAS :IltlDING UP THE DESPITE  ON HIS MOTION T H A T
THE DEWAt A P P R O V E  THE ELECTIijN  COMMISSION ’S  REPORT  ON THE REVISION .4.
i,ND fiEl,INEA-fION  OF E L E C T O R A L .  POUNDARIES.  T H E  R EP O R T  WAS PASSED  WITH
99 ‘JOTES  I N  F:AVo\Jfi’  AND E I G H T  I’DrlP:) AGAINST. .I

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID ‘THAT. IF THE DAP ALLEGATION WAS TRUE ’
THE REPORT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN IN THE PRESENT FORM +BECAUSE  THERE IS
ZKRTAINLY MORE I CAN DO F0R T H E  S N T E R E S T S  O F  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T +  I N  T H E
RFVI SlnN E X E R C I S E . 3‘

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE GAP REASONING THAT THE ADDITIONAL SEATS
XFi THE RURAL’  AREAS WOULD 5FlJEFt.T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  F A L L A C I O U S
RnECAUSE {IF THE P A S  C A N  OPPOSLTION  P A R T Y !  P R E S E N C E  I N  T H E  R U R A L
ARE A 3 4

\:thrr/ti 5FRf DR MAHATHIR SAID T H E  G A P  A L L E G A T I O N  T H A T  BREAKXNG  Up-
THE Pkt?t. IAMEEITARY CONSTITKNCIES  IN T H E  T O W N S  W O U L D  SPLIT  T H E
Ctt5NF:,E  V(:lfFS  NAS ALSO NOT TRUE ,BECAUSE’ IT WAS G E N E R A L  KNCWEDGE  TWA-I ‘*
THE OAP  FOCUSSED ITS A T T E N T I O N  O N  T H E  U R B A N  V O T E S .

IFI F/ir,T PREAtcZNG  UP THE CONS.TITUENCIES  IN THIS WAY DID NOT
I’FMEF.ET  THE ~!.is,r?l~hN NASIONhl.  B E C A U S E  I T  W A S  S Q U E E Z E D  B E T W E E N  THE DAP
.IkiF:.UENCF.  IN THE’ T O W N S  A N D  T H E  P A 5 STRONGHOLD IN THE RURAL AREAS.

H’;IJEVEA f. T H E  r,O’)ERNMENT  ACCEPTEO  T H E  R E P O R T  B E C A U S E  T H E  ELECTJON
‘?r:)MH’I’:1510N  WAS (\1\t XNDEPENDENP  RODY  A N D  T H E  BARISAN  NASIONAL  W A S  NQT
ri~v(\1! OF AN’f INFLUENCES 8KCI\\l(;E  IT FOUGHT  F O R  T H E  I N T E R E S T  .OF A1.t.
!::OMMCit’lI  TIES I N  THE COUNTPY.

HE S&SD THE DAP CLAIM ‘THAT ‘THE ELECTIOti COMMISSION WAS FAVOURING
?‘ttE  GOVERNMENT BECAUSE  THE Q&P 3RJECTIONS  TO THE DELINEATION WERE
?EJECTED  W A S  ALSO  N O T  ACCEPT4PLE.

MANY  ORJECTfQNS PY THE GOVERNMENT PARTIES WERE ALSO  REJECTED AND
:F THE D4P WAS STILL DISSATISFIED WITH THE REPORT IT COULD TABLE A
MCbTION  fN THE DEWAN  FOR THE DELINEATION TO B E ’  B A S E D  O N  T H E  P R I N C I P L E
OF l:tNE PERSON ONF VOTE A?In  CQMMIJNAL  G R O U P I N G .  - - M O R E
;1? 3 1 t+:: T 0 /i I 2 h 4

F’ARI.  [4MENT,..C!:‘FIMtSS[csN  3 ij:IJhI_A  LUMPtJl?

Ttit. PRTME  MINISTER  WAC. DZSPPPOIMTED  W I T H  T H E  A T T I T U D E  O F  T H E
r.l~,r r,ttilCH  DID NOT LOSE  ANY OPPQRTUNZTY T0 VOICE ITS OPINION ON ANY
~'s!x\.IE 'fIit?oVGH THE COtlMUNnr..  VIEWPOINT WHICH HE SAID SHOULD NOT BE
fZt:.P%:C\TflD  E9FI=.CIt\l.l_V  W H E N  THE I;i’,‘JERNMENT W A S  W O R K I N G  T O  C H E C K  COMMUNAI
v’iJl._ni?l  MTX~N  IFi T H E  couN’7’RY.

HE REGRETTED THAT THE PARTY H A D  N O T  L E A R N T  F R O M  I T S  M I S T A K E
t&jT.C,kt  r,AUSECI  IT M A N Y  PAP\ I AMENTARY  S E A T S  F O R  P L A Y I N G  U P  T H E  C O M M U N A L
1 T:,?:!C T N  THFI ‘1 ‘Tri: GENEROL  EI_T:CTION  .

Ci[: CQNCI’DEt, THAT  UtlNi’)  YR’:i ‘(!I P A R T Y  FOR  T H E  MALAYS B U T  S T R E S S E D
‘i”4AT  IT AlI._WAVS GOOPERATFI,  L;ITH T H E  RARISAN  NA,SIONAt C O M P O N E N T
t-‘r\PT  It*”,.. 5 ANII FOUND I:ilR I‘rfF: YNTEREST  OF: T H E  MALAYS W I T H O U T  R E L E G A T I N G
‘!‘\t~bS:: “)F: THE OT‘HEfl  COMMilN  [,‘I IES l

_.’

THtT DFWAN  A L S O  APPROVfZD I’I:iE R E P O R T  0N D E L I N E A T I O N  O F  ELE.CTQHAL
POUNDARIES F O R  SABAH TA5L.Rt-i  I?‘/ Mf’NISTER I.N T H E  P R I M E  MINISTER’,$, !

DFPARTMENT D A T U K  K H A L I L  1 W t THOUT  ANY  D E B A T E .
,P. /.‘.’ .,

T/K REPORT SUGG’ESTED THAT THE SARAH PARLIAMENTARY SEATS BE ;c,,
ZNCREASED  F R O M  l/i TO 20,.  -_ - M O R E I k;s.
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DURING THE DEBATE THE PAP9 T H R O U G H  ITS SECRETARY-GENERALI  E N C I K  ,
LIM KIT SIANG’,  CAME OUT STRONGLY AGAINST,  THE N E W  D E L I N E A T I O N .

ENCIK LXM  ALLEGED THAT THE NEW’ELECTQRAL  B O U N D A R I E S  W O U L D
F U R T H E R  I N C R E A S E  T H E  POl.ITICAL’lMBALANCE  AMONG THE COMMUNXTIES
W’ITHOUT PAVING HEED TO THE PRINCIPLE 0F ONE PERSON ONE VOTE.

HF ShID THE ELECTION COMMS3SION HAD TOTALLY DISREGARDED THIS
WWl&PLE IN D,RA.!&t@_  UP ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES WHERE THE UNDfiR_  .,_ _.,:._ -_ _-_.. _..- ^..._

A_

R E P R E S E N T & O N  .OF VOTERS IN:‘THE-‘TOWNS  WAS-SO--S~RrOUS-‘THAT”ONF”VOT~.-.-  -
TN THE RURAL AREAS WAS’EQUIV4LENT 70 MORE THAN THREE’VOTES IN THE ’
TOWNS l

E N C I K  OTHMAN  A B D U L  st3N-ULU  MUDAl* WHO SUPPORTED THE EMOTION
OESCRIEjEO.DAP MEMBERS AS BEING SELF- INTERESTED AND’-NOT TH,INKfNG
RATIONALLY ‘ IN OPPOSING THE D E L I N E A T I O N . _

DATUK  t&jr SAIDIN M A T  PLAH CBN-PADANG RENGAS)  S A I D  IT WAS  NOT
CORRECT  FOR THE D A P  TO ACCUSE THE E L E C T I O N  C O M M I S S I O N  A S  A  BODY T H A T
HAS N:?T FREE FROM POLITICS.

DR  CHEN LMAN HIN CDAP-SEREMPAN:)  O P P O S E D  T H E  R E V I S I O N  DESCRlBlNC
.1T AS A DEl.ISEHATE  STRATEGY T0 THWART THE OPPOSITION AND REINFORCE
THE POWER OF THE RULING PARTY.

HE URGED THE ELECTION COMMISSIQN ‘TO REVSEW  THE DIVISION OF
PARLIAMENTARY WHICH HE SAID WAS NOT BALANCED.

HE SAID THAT APART FROM STRENGTHENING UMNO’S POSITION THE
REV IS1QbJ INFRINGED ON THE FEDERAL CONSTlTUTION  WHICH GUARANTEED
EQ!J/\l RIGHTS FOR THE PEOPt_E  IRRESPECTIVE OF RACE.

DR TAN $ENG GIAW <DAP-~.tiEt’ONG:)  CLAIMED THAT THE REVISION WAS NOT
FC\IR IN ‘THAT THE VOTING POWER 0F THE RURAL RESIDENTS WAS TRONGER
THAN  THAT  Oi THnSE  I N  T H E  T O W N S .

I T  NAS CLEAR THAT THE MOVE WAS AIMED AT INCREASING THE STFiENGTtI
OF THE ‘JOTERS  IN THE RURAL AREAS THE MRJORSTY  OF WHOM  WERE MALAYS
AND REDUCING THE VOTING STRENGTH 0F THE NON-MALAYS3  HE SAID,

HE ADDED THAT IN DETERMiNiNG  THE ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES~  F A C T O R S
LIKE Gl[JING‘STRONGER  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  T O  R U R A L  R E S I D E N T S  TO H E L P  T H E M
bEVELOP  SHqgLD BE CONSIDERE,D  BUT PRIORITY F O R  .THE R E M O T E  A R E A S
SH0Ut.D MQT +ECOME SO XMPORT)\NT  AS TO CAUSE OUTRAGE AMONG THE
COMMUNXTXE!3..
-.- MORE:
2314MST  Uhf,>,? Ri,
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ENr.XK GHAFFAR  BABA IPN--JASI,N: I SAID NOT ALL RURAL ‘FOLK WERE
MALAYS AND THAT A LARGE PROF’ORTICIN  OF THEM WERE CHINESE AND INDIANS
WH0 Al.SQ GOT THE ATTENTlCtN  O F  T H E  E L E C T E D  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  O F  T H E I R
C::)NSTSTUENClJS.

TYE C A L L  BY T H E  DAP TO A&_L~BRRXSAN NASIONAL.  M E M B E R S  I N  T H E 5
DEWAN RAHYAT  OF CHINESE AND XNDIAN DESCENT TO UNITE IN O P P O S I N G  T H E
D E L I N E A T I O N  WAS /\M INSTIGATION TO STIR UP TROUBLE BETWEEN THE MALAVS /
AND THE NON-MALAY? IN THE COUNTRYI HE ADDED.

THE  hl..LEGATION OF THE DAR THAT MANY SEATS WERE ALLOCATED. TZ! THE
HUt?Al.  AREAS WAS 14 FEAR THAT’ SHOULD  NOT ARISE.

ENCIK GHAFFAR SUGGESTED TttAT THE ELECTION COMMXSSIQN  AMEND THE
PRESENT NOMINATION FORMS AND SET THEM OUT IN LIST FORM WITH NUMBERS
FOR EVERY OUEST1ON  TO PREVENT CANDIDATES FROM MISSING OUT QUESTIONS
NH!:  CH COULD IN TURN DISQUfiL~PL’  THEM,

.HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT THE BALLOT BOXED BE OPENED AND THE V O T E S
‘.O’JNTEt:,  AT THE PLACE OF ‘)OTING  To ENSURE SECURITY AND TO AVOID

;

MALPRACTICE IN COUNTING 0F VOTES. -- BERNAQA
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