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K U A L A  LUMPURv D E C .  6 (ESERNA Al --[DATUK SEA1 D R  M A H A T H I R  M O H A M A D
T O D A Y  D I S M I S S E D  A  P A S  R E Q U E S T  F O R  A  +MUZAKARAH+  WI.TH ~-ifKf--T:>-D-~S~S
A N Y  M O V E  T O  I N T R O D U C E  L E G I S L A T I O N  O N  THE +KAFIR+  ISSUE? S A Y I N G  T H E
G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  O N L Y  A G R E E A B L E  T O  S U C H  A  D I S C U S S I O N  IF T H E  P A R T I E S  TO
T H E  T A L K S  W E R E  S I N C E R E L Y  D E S I R I O U S  O F  S E E K I N G  A  S O L U T I O N . . .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R - S A I D  H E  W A S  N O T  IN F A V O U R  O F  A N Y  S U C H
DIbCUSSION BEING TURNED INTO A FORUM BY CERTAIN QUARTERS TO ANNOUNCE
T H E I R  S T A N D  O R  T H A T  ‘ O F  T H E I R  P A R T I E S .

PAS D E P U T Y  P R E S I D E N T  E N C I K  F A D Z I L  NOOR HAD SAID Y E S T E R D A Y  T H A T
SUCH A MEETING WOULD ENABLE PAS NOT ONLY TO EXPLAIN ITS STAND l3UT
A L S O  T O  C O N T R I B U T E  I T S  V I E W  T O  E N S U R E  T H E  E F F E C T I V E N E S S  O F  A N Y  N E W
L A W  O N  T H E  I S S U E .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H A T  I F  T H E  M E E T I N G  W E R E  O N L Y  A
F O R U M  F O R  E X P L A N A T I O N ,  T H E N  I T  W A S  N O T  A  M U Z A K A R A H  B U T  A N
I N F O R M A T I O N  S E S S I O N .  H E  W A S  S P E A K I N G  TO R E P O R T E R S  A F T E R  P E R F O R M I N G

T H E  T O P P I N G  U P  F O R  T H E  N E W  U M N O  B U I L D I N G  C O M P L E X  IN J A L A N  T U N  D R
ISMAIL  H E R E .

+THEY  W A N T  T H E  M U Z A K A R A H  T O  G I V E  A N  E X P L A N A T I O N .  W E  D O  N O T  W A N T
EXPLANATIONSI  W E  W A N T  T O  R E S O L V E  A N Y  R E L I G I O U S  P R O B L E M  T H A T  A R I S E S .
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+A’MU~AKARAH MUST B E  T O  S EE K  A'+*ih~tiTId~. W E  W A N T  T o  H A V E

MUZAKARAH BUT THERE MUST BE SINCERITY ON ALL SIDESI+ HE SAID.
T H E  Y A N G  D I - P E R T U A N  AGONG?  A D D R E S S I N G  A  G A T H E R I N G  A T  T H E

N A T I O N A L  M O S Q U E  Y E S T E R D A Y  I N  CONJUNCTION*WITH  T H E  P R O P H E T  M U H A M M A D
B I R T H D A Y  C E L E B R A T I O N S 9  S U G G E S T E D  M U Z A K A R A H  T O  C L E A R  T H E  A I R  O V E R  THE,
tMENGKAFIRt  I S S U E  W H I C H  H A D  C A U S E D  A  S P L I T  A M O N G  M U S L I M S .

H E  H A D  S A I D  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  M U S T  E N A C T  L A W S  T o  E N A B L E  T H E  S Y A R I A H
C O U R T  T o  T A K E  A C T I O N  A G A I N S T  M U S L I M S  W H O  B R A N D E D  O T H E R  M U S L I M S
+KAFIRt. ”

E L A B O R A T I N G ,  D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  SA1.D  T H A T  A S  T H E  S Y A R I A H
C O U R T  W A S  U N D E R  T H E  J U R I S D I C T I O N  OF T H E  S T A T E  G O V E R N M E N T S  A N D  T H E
RULERS9 IT W A S  U P  T O  T H E  S T A T E  G O V E R N M E N T S  T o  D R A W  U P  T H E  L A W S .

+MY D U T Y ’  I S  T o  F U L F I L  T H E  RoLE”GIVEN  T O  M E  BY T H E  F E D E R A L
G O V E R N M E N T . I Do NOT H A V E  A U T H O R I T Y  W I T H  R E G A R D  T O  R E L I G I O U S

.I ’ M A T T E R S .
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aHoWEVER, W E  H A V E  T O  S T U D Y  H O W  ACTIr;N IS TO .BE T A K E N  LN. A
SITUATION WHERE WE DO NOT HAVE JURISDICTIONtt HE SAID.

TWO DAYS AGO, DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT
XNTRODUCE  A N’EW  L A W  T o  C H E C K  T H E  P R A C T I C E  O F  tMENCKAFIR+  A M O N G
M U S L I M S .  ’

HE  SA ID  ‘THAT W A S  A M O N G  T H E  M E A S U R E S  T H A T  M I G H T  BE T A K E N  T o  C H E C K
T H E  P R A C T I C E  .TO P R E V E N T  A  S P L I T  A M O N G  THE, MALAYS.

ASKEO W H E T H E R  W H I P P I N G  W O U L D  BE I N C L U D E D  I N  T H E  N E W  L A W ,  T H E
PRIME MINISTER SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD TO CONSIDER THE PRESENT
SITUATION BEFORE DECIDING ON THAT.

+IF WE FEEL IT  IS  RIGHT TO D9 SO, THEN IT IS SO. BUTI THAT IS
NOT T H E  O N L Y  W A Y .  T H E R E  A R E  M A N Y  W A Y S  T o  PUNISH OFFENDERSg+  HE S A I D
W H E N  C O M M E N T I N G  ON S U G G E S T I O N S  BY ULAMAS  T H A T  A  C L A U S E  B E  I N C L U D E D
I N  T H E  S Y A R A K  L A W S  T O  PRoVIDE  F O R  A  J A I L  S E N T E N C E  O R  .WHIPPING FoR
T H O S E  G U I L T Y  OF B R A N D I N G  O T H E R  M U S L I M S  +KAFIRt. ~

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  H E  W O U L D  R E F E R  T H E  Q U E S T I O N  O F  D R A F T I N G
T H E  P E R T I N E N T  L A W  T o  T H E  C A B I N E T  A N D  T H E  U M N O  S U P R E M E  C O U N C I L  O N  H I S
RETURN FROM A IO-DAY VISIT TO EGYPT3 LIBYA AND MALI BEGINNING
S A T U R D A Y .

_ 4,
‘,TH.E C O N F E R E N C E  O F  RULERS? A T  A  M E E TI N G  TH;~EE DA YS  AGOG R U L E D

T H A T  T H E  ,PRACTICE OF ,,tMENGKAFIRt  A M O N G  MUSkI-MS;-WAS  tHARAMt
(PROHIBITED '2~ I S L A M)  A N D  .THOSE GU I L T Y  %F %o+~MITTING  S H O U L D  RE,PENT.
--. B E R N A M A
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