i terday 8ai
'parliamentary and
.State constituencies
'delineation review
" that was carried out

PP,

‘recently by the Elec-

“tions Commission was
aimed at “effective
and comprehensive
representation of the -
people”. )

The additional parlia-
mentar}/ and State con-
stituencies were  consis-
ent with the social, and
sconomic developments
In the country in the Iast
10 years.

The exercise was also
necessitated by changing

! topography and popula-

tion demography.

“The increasing popu-
lation and electorate over
the last 10 years Is also
responsible ér the exer-
cise,” the Prime Minister
said when tabling a_mo-
tion on the Election Com-
mission’s report on the
parliamentary and state
constituencies delinea-
tton exercise for Peninsu-
lar Malaysia. .

Primary Industries
Minister” Datuk Paul
Leong seconded the mo-
tion. .

The report, in‘ two vo-
lumes, has_to be submit-
ted to Parliament as pro-
vided for in Section Nine,
Schedyle 13 of the Feder-
al Constitution before it
Is implemmented.

It was submitted'to the
Prime Minister on Nov 8.

Dr Mahathir said that
the Government had stu- ,
died the report in -detail |
and had no intention of
amending its findings
and recommendations.

Hc also sald that there

were no significant dif-
ferences in the number of
voters since the Election
Commission started its
review in July 1982.

., The voters’ base used '

by the commission on

' Dec 31,1982, was 5,238,278

voters. .
T%ere had been an in-
crease of 88.056 Voters

Mahathir o
delineation

'since then or 1.11 per cent
of the total registered
voters as at Dec 31.1982.

The Prime Minister
also said that the Elec-
tions Commission public-
|¥1 displayed its review of
the parliamentary and
State constituencieS from
Jan 4 to'Feb.4, 1984.

“From the display, the
commission_received 218
complaints,” he said,

“Of this number, 132
complaints were accept-
cd and investigated.”

The revised parliamen-
tary and State consti-
tuencies’ boundaries
were then put up for a se-

“cond display to the public

from July 30 to Aug 30
this ear. .

A total of 25 complaints
were received and 10
cases were investigated.

The Election Commis-
sion then took three™
months to complete its
draft of the review of par-
liamentary and State
constituencies’ boundar-

. ies for submission to the

Governmont and Parlia-

on

. e e
TT-....~ U e

on;
Amendment) (Number
wo) 1984 Act which con-
firmed the eight-year
period for the review and
added that the exercise
bc completed within ‘two
years from its .commen-
cement, ‘
Parliament ‘had last -
Eear also _approved the
ederal Constitution !
(Ar_nendment% Act 1983 !
which paved the way for
the increase from the !
resent 154 to 176 Mem-
ers. of _Rarliament.
" Peninsular ‘Malaysia$j
has 18.new. parliamen-
tary constituencies while. !
Sabah increasedtits con-
stituencies from:16 to 20.
An additional®parlia-
mentary- seat bringing
tho tatal numhar of aagtg
in the'Dewan Rakyat “to
177 came “about when
Parliament .approved the
Federal
_?_Amendment) (Number
wo) 1984 Act. This in-
cluded the Federal Terri-
brK of Labuan as an-
other parliamentary

|

ment, . H
e review was based ¢onstituency..

on Section 2, Article 113 of
the Federal Constitution

that authorises the Elec-.-,

tion Commission to re- ~State Legislative As-

vise and to “reborder”

parliamentary and State .
_constituencies in not less -

than eight years from the’

last such exercise.
Parliament subse-

quently approved the

The developments at
the parliamentary level
were followed by the

semblies except Sarawak"
(which had parliamen-:
tary and State consti-’

“tuencies delienation ex-

ercise_in 19772 resulting’
in an increase from 312 to

351 8tate Assembly seats.

onstitution
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