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KUALA LUMPUR,
Thurs. — The Gov-
|ernment wants to settle
| the mengkafir issue once
jand for all, Datuk Sexi Dr
Mahathir Mohamad said
today. -

! “We want lo settle it.
‘Wc are not looking for
arry explanation,” hc said
when commenting on a
icadl by Pas deputy presi-
dent Haji Fadzil Neor for
a muzakarah to explain
his party’s stand on the
issue.

Haji Fadzil made the
call yesterday when re-
sponding to reports that
the Government might
‘introduce a law against
‘lhoso who branded other
Muslims as kafir (infi-
del).

Dr Mahathir said:. «if a
+nuzakarah is held then it
‘must be to settle the
imengkafir issue once
and for all.

“It should be one where

the participants are sin-
cere and honest about
seeking a solution to the
problem,” he told report-
ers after attending a
“topping-up” ceremony
al the new Umno com-
plex.

Dr Mahathir who is
‘also the Umno president
sald any attemptliousea
muzakarah to explain
lhe mengkafir issue

would mean “il is not. a
mutakarah.”’

Haji Fadzil had said
yesterday that a muza.
karah would enable Pas |
not only- to “explain its
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stand but also to centri-' Fatwa to seek their

bute its views to ensun
the effectiveness of any
new law on the issue.
He had stated that his
party’s views were im-
portant as Pas was part
of the mengkafir issue.
“It will be pointless for
Umnoer the
crnment to gbtain only,
the views and sugges-

views and discuss the
engkafir issue, he said .
. he was not aware of such
| moves. i
‘y. Commenting on calls |
tby certain ulama to in-|

‘*‘{troduce flogging as pun-:

ishment for those who

ov - branded Others kafir, he

isaid the Governmen
‘needed to study such

tions of other sources,” ,matters.
he had said. {: Dr Mahathir said, how-
y fever, that there were :

The Prime Minister
had said on‘Tuesday that
a law may be introduced
to deal with those who ac-
cused other, Muslims of
being kafir.

In an obvious refer-
cnce to Haji Fadzil’s ra-
tionale for a muzakarah,
Dr Mahalhir said: “It the !

murakarah is to be used :

as @4 forum to explain the
issue. as slated by one of
their leaders. it is not a
muzakarah but a brief-
ing. We do not want ex-
planations but to seek so-
lutions.”

Asked if he was aware;
that Pas had ‘recently
decided to meet officials
of the Islamic Reigious
Council and the Majlis
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‘nmany ways to punish
3‘People (as opposed teo:
; llogging).
: On the Yang di-Per-i
| luan Ageng’s call to the;
| Government to enact
f laws to enable the Syar-:
iah Court (lIslamic;
Court) to act against peo-
le who branded others!
afir, he said: « | feel itis :
right to introduce laws so
that these cases can be
brought to the Syariah’
Court. Subsequently, it Is
up tg the State Gov-
ernment and the rulers.
“The Federal Gover-
ment Las no authority in
religious matters. We-
have lo study how to take,
action in situations

ernment has no author-'
ity.”
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