
would mean  “il is not. a
murakarah”’

jernmenl  wants to settle
1 the mengkafir issue once

M’&aihir  Mohamad
‘tiay. _’

said

I “We &ant. lo settle it.
\We are not looking for
any explanation,” hc said
when commenting on a

~rall by Pas deputy presi-
dent IlajiFadzil Noor for
a muzakarah to explain
his party’s stand on the
issue.

Haji Fadril made the
call  yesterday when re-
sponding to reports lhal
the Government might
:introduce  a Isw agninst
‘lhoso who branded other
Muslims as kafir (infi-
,del).

Dr Mahathir  vxid.  “If -L.r . 4
,muzakarah  is held then it
‘ m u s t  b e  lo s e t t l e  the
Imengkalir  i s sue  once
und for all.

“I1 should be one where .
tha  participants ark sin-
(*et-e and honest  a b o u t
wekiug ;L solulion  to the
problctu,”  he told report-
vrs ;bflc:r  ibllcuding  ;L
“loppinK-up”  ceremony
al the new Umno com-
plK4.

L)r Mahathir w h o  i s
~:~lno tbn UII~IIO  prwident
t&d ;Lng  :~tter~~pl  lo USC  a
muzakarah  lo explilin
l h e  m e n g k a f i r  i s s u e

Sarah  would enable Pas ~
not only- to “explain its

$ From Pago One
stand but also to contri.1 Fatwa to seek their
bute its viewsto  ensure v,lews  and discuss the

-Ithe effective&ss  of any mengkafir issue, he said I

he was not aware of such

.
for those who

u m no or .t.h  e G o v _ ,‘branded others kafir, he
crnment to qbtain only I’said  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  1
the!  views and sugges_  “needed  to  s tudy  such
tions of other sources,” ,, matters-
he had said

The Pri&e Minister i~~v?~,~~t”:h’$d$~~  :
h;bds;bid  on'T&esdaythat,  many waYS 10 punish”

people (as opposed to,
Iloe~lne~.

a law may be introduced  ~
to deal with those who ac- !
cused  other, Muslims of :
being kaflr. I

In an obvious refer- )

.,.. r~,

once to Haji Fadzil’s  ra-
tionale for a muzakarah,
Ur Mahalhir said: “It the ~
murakarah is to be used 1
as i, forum to explain the
issue. as slated by one of
their leaders. it is not a
muzakarah but a brief-
ing. We do not want ex-
planallons  but.lo  seek so-
l u t i o n s . ”  ‘.

On the Yang di-Per-i
luan Agong’s  call to the;
G o v e r n m e n t  t o  e n a c t
laws to enable the Syar.’
iah C o u r t  ( I s l a m i c ;
Court) to act against peo-
ple who branded others1
kafir, he said: ” I feel it is ~
right to introduce laws so
lhal  these cases can be
brought to the Syariah’
Court. Subserluently,  it Is ’
u p  lq the State Gov- *
ernment and the rulers.

Asked il he was aware;
that Pas had ‘recently
decided  to meet otficials
of lhe Islamic Reigious
Council and the Majlis
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“The Federal Gover-
ment Las no authority in
religious matters.  We’
have lo study how to take,
a c t i o n  i n  s i t u a t i o n s
where the Federal Gov-~:’
ernment has no author-
i t y . ”

,,
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