
KUALA  LUMl-‘UK,  ‘I’hurs. - B u -
miputeras should try to equal the :
achievements of other races, espe-
cially !& the economic sector; the
Prime Minister said here today.

He added that the Government
wants an appropriate position for
Bumiputeras in the country.

“We want them to be equal in all :
areas. including economic activi-  I
ties,” wahatm Mo-
hamad  said at the ‘%$$ng-up”
ceremony of the new $400 million I
Umno  building in Jalan Tun Is;’
mail here.

The Prime Minister was taken
on a tour of the premises by the

building committee chairman,
Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah, and
other Umno officials.

He hoped the new building will
enable Bumiputeras to “stand
tall” among the various races as it
will bc a symbol of their economic
position.

-“I am confident that this -build-
ing will draw Bumiputcras and
non-Bumiputcras int6  a closer
(economic) relationshim”  he ad-
ded.

Dr Mahathir said the building is
a physical manifestation of Um-
no’s struggle to further the inter-
ests of Bumiputeras.

Tracing the history of Bumipu-
tera. economic ‘activity in’ Kuala
Lumpur, he said: “I can still re-.
member the first Umno conven-j;
tion at Selangor Club. The Malays,
in their traditional clothes, were
objects of interest.

“When Umno was formed, there
were few Malay shops in town and
the Malay population was also li-
mited.”

He said the scenario has since
changed and “today there are Ma-
lays owning buildings and doing
business in the city.”

Dr Mahathir said the building
would become a source of income”
with profits being used to cover
expenditure incurred by party
headquarters. II ”

Umno branches, he said,‘should
j try to carry out their own projects

to gather funds to finance their ac-
i j tivities.

“Umno is, however, not a busi-
ness organisation but a political :
party and we do not want to be
involved in business. But politics

1 is costly and the party needs funds
I for its activities,“~  he said.

The party, he said, should now
try its best to repay debts in-
curred in the construction of the
building. ,
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