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NmrWIDER  AVENUES FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION T O  C O M P L E M E N T  T H E I R
R E S P E C T I V E  EC0NOMIC  D E V E L O P M E N T  PROGRAMMES  IN THE SP1Rf-f OF
S O U T H - S O U T H  C O O P E R A T I O N .

H E  M A D E  T H E  C A L L  WITHIN HCURS  QF HIS ARR’IVAL  H E R E  T O  B E G I N  A
FOUR-DAY  VISIT TO E G Y P T  A S  P A R T  O F  A  C?IRRENT  I2-DAY  O F F I C I A L  VISIT
TO  T H R E E  I S L A M I C  AFRXCAN  C O U N T R I E S . , s

SPEAKING AT A S T A T E  B A N Q U E T  A T  T H E  TAHRIR  CL’.@ HERE, G I V E N  IN
HIS HONQUR  B Y  H I S  E G Y P T I A N  C O U N T E R P A R T  K A M A L  H A S S A N  ALyq  D A T U K  S E R I
DR M A H A T H I R  CONTINIJED  WITH HIS C U R R E N T  T H E M E  O F  S T E P P I N G  U P
SOUTH-SQUTH  C O O P E R A T I O N  I N  T H E  L I G H T  O F  F A I L U R E  O F  T H E  N O R T H - S O U T H
D I A L O G U E . ‘,

HE S A I D  A L L  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  W E R E  N O W  F A C I N G  T H E I R  M O S T
I M P O R T A N T  C H A L L E N G E  IN NEEDING TO ENHANCE THEIR SOCIO-ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT.

+THlS  Is P A R T I C U L A R L Y  SO W H E N  W E  A R E  F A C E D  W I T H  A N  INTERNAfIONAL
ECONcXlIC  ORDER THAT IS MANIFESTLY UNFAIR AND BIASED AGAINST THE
DEVELQPING  CifJN,TRItSv+ H E  S A I D .

HE SAID T H A T  E G Y P T  H A D  A L W A Y S  B E E N  A  G R E A T  C H A M P I O N  O F  T H E
S T R U G G L E  T’:, BRING A B O U T  A  F U N D A M E N T A L  R E V I S I O N  O F  T H E  INTERNATIONAT;.
ECONOMIC SYSTEM.

+aUT  EVEN THE B E S T  O F  E F F O R T S  C A N N O T  B R I N G  A B O U T  THIS’
MUCH-NEEDED REFORM UNLESS THERE IS  SOME RESPONSE FROM THE DEVELOPED
C O U N T R I E S * +  H E  S A I D . I

HE SAID T H A T .  I F  T H E R E  W A S  N O  R E S P O N S E  F R O M  T H E  D E V E L O P E D
COUNTRIES3  l;r W A S  T H E -  D U T Y  O F  T H E  D E V E L O P I N G  CO?lNTRIES  T H E M S E L V E S  T O
F U L F I L L  T H E  ABPlRATIONS  O F  T H E I R  P E O P L E S  F O R  SQCLO-ECONOMIC
PROGRESS.

DATw  SERI DR M A H A T H I R  A N D  H I S  D E L E G A T I O N  A R R I V E D  H E R E  A T  7  L A S T
NIGHT r.1 AM T O D A Y  IN M A L A Y S I A )  A F T E R  A  T W O - H O U R  S T O P O V E R  IN F A L E R M O ,
SICILY,  A N D  W E R E  W E L C O M E D  ATTHE  A I R P O R T  BY E N C I K  K A M A L  H A S S A N  A L Y
A N D  H I S  W I F E ,

T H E  PRIME’MZNZSTER’  T O U C H E D  O N  M A L A Y S I A - E G Y P T  B I L A T E R A L  R E L A T I O N S
W H I C H  H E  S A I D  WENT B A C K  T O  B E F O R E  M A L A Y S I A ’ S  I N D E P E N D E N C E  I N  1357.  --

S IN C E  T H E  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  F O R M A L  “DIPLOMATIC TIES, ‘ T H E
RELATIONSHZP  HAD PROGRESSED IN Q U A N T U M  LEAPS  FREE OF ANY REAL
PROBLEMS.

H E  S A I D  T H A T  T H E R E . H A D  B E E N  M A N Y  E X C H A N G E S  OF V I S I T S  B E T W E E N
L E A D E R S  A N D  O F F I C I A L S  O F  T H E  T W O  C O U N T R I E S  S O  M U C H  S O  T H A T  T H E Y  W E R E
NO LONGER STRANGERS TO EACH OTHER.

T H E  P E O P L E S  O F  T H E  T W O  C O U N T R I E S  H A D  A L S O  E N J O Y E D  W I D E - R A N G I N G
E X C H A N G E S  T H R O U G H  EDUCATIONALI  RELIGIOUS AND TRADE AND ECONOMIC
CONTACTS.

THE TWO COUNTRIES ALSO HAD A LONG TRADITION OF CONTACT IN THE
E D U C A T I O N A L  F I E L D  W I T H  M A N Y  A S P I R I N G  T O  G O  T O  A L - A Z H A R  U N I V E R S I T Y .

T O D A Y ,  T H E R E  A R E  H U N D R E D S  O F  M A L A Y S I A N  S T U D E N T S  A T  T H E  V A R I O U S
U N I V E R S I T I E S  I N  E G Y P T .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  W I L L  B E G I N  H I S  V I S I T  T O  E G Y P T  W I T H  T H E
LAYING OF A WREATH AT THE TOM0 OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER TODAY
F O L L O W I N G  W H I C H  H E  W I L L  V I S I T  T H E  A L - A Z H A R  M O S Q U E .
;.:,HE WILLecTHEN  H A V E  A  M E E T I N G  .WITH  T H E  S H E I K H  A L - A Z H A R ’ I N  JEDDAH.
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