
UUll
R E710 AAE

MAHATHIR-COMMITTEE l
: ;’

EY AHMAD RFJAI.  ARBEE
( w ?

..,., ,.

CAIRO?  D E C  1 5  CBERNAMA) - -  A  J O I N T  COMMlTTEE  I S  ‘ T O  EE ESTAEiLISE’D
TO O V E R S E E  A N D  IMPROVE  B I L A T E R A L  R E L A T I O N S  B E T W E E N  MALAhilA  A N D
EGYPT9  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  MA_HATHIR  MOHAMAP  S A I D  Y E S T E R D A Y .

THE S E T T I N G  U P  O F  T H E  C O M M I T T E E  t%i)VIDED F O R  I N  T H E  T H R E E  BASIC
AGREEMENTS ALREADY STGNED BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES IN 1977 WAS
AGREE0  AT A MEETING HERE ON WEDNESDAY BETWEEN OFFICIALS OF THE TWO.
COUNTRIES HEADED BY THEIR  PRIME MINISTERS DATUM SERI DR MAHATHIR ‘AND
ENClr*;  K A M A L  H A S S A N  A L Y .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  T O L D  A N E W S  C O N F E R E N C E  ‘ A T  T H E  HELIOPOLIS
S H E R A T O N  W H E R E  H E  I S  S T A Y I N G  T H A T  H I S  V I S I T  T O  E G Y P T  H A D  B E E N  V E R Y
S U C C E S S F U L .

H E  L E F T  F O R  BAMAKQg  M,ALI  T O D A Y  T O  BECIN’HIS THIRD LEG OF HIS
C U R R E N T  T H R E E  NAT,ION  TOUR O F  A F R I C A .

H E  S A I D  T H A T  RESPONSE’OF  T H E  E G Y P T I A N  G O V E R N M E N T  T O  T H E  VARIdS
M A L A Y S I A N  S U G G E S T I O N S  O N  S T R O N G E R  B I L A T E R A L  R E L A T I O N S  H A D  BEEN V E R Y.) I
P O S I T I V E . -

*ME H A V E  I D E N T I F I E D  V A R I O U S  A S P E C T S  O F  C O O P E R A T I O N .  I N  :HE ;
DUSfNESS  FIELD F O R  E X A M P L E  A G R E E M E N T  H A S  B E E N  R E A C H E D  T O
DOWNSTREAM  ACTIVITIES OF THE P A L M  OIL I N D U S T R Y  H E R E . +
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HE SAID THAT THERE H A D  A L S O  B E E N  E X T E N S I V E  T A L K S  O N  C O O P E R A T I O N
BETWEEN  M A L A Y S I A N  A N D  E G Y P T I A N  B U S I N E S S M E N .  + I  B E L I E V E  SOMETHING.IR  ‘.
I N  T H E  PIPELINE?+  H E  SA1.D.

A GRO’UR OF MALAYSIAN BUSINESSMEN WERE HERE IN CONJUNCTION W I T H
T H E  P R I M E  MINTSTER’S  VISIT TO LOOK INTO T H E  P O S S I B I L I T I E S  O F
E N H A N C I N G  BUSIQESS  TIES B E T W E E N  T H E M  I N C L U D I N G  P U R C H A S E S  OF.GO.ODS ’

.,./ AND INVESTMENT.

""THF.
D A T U K  SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT MALAYSIA W A S  A L S O  L O O K I N G  I N T O
PW3IBILITIES  O F  L O C A T I N G  D E P O T S  O F  V A R I O U S  M A L A Y S I A N  P R O D U C E  SN ’

.EG:“Pf FOR D I S T R I B U T I O N  T O  T H E  R E G I O N  T O  B E  M A N A G E D  BY
,~MALA~SI-AN~EGYPTIAN  J O I N T  V E N T U R E S .:. ‘!
+““’ H@SAID  HE H A D  ALSO  ‘ S U G G E S T E D  E G Y P T I A N  B U S I N E S S M E N  H O L D  A N :

+EGYPT  W E E K +  IN,  M A L A Y S I A  T O  M A K E  ‘KNowN@%~E:IR  PRQDUC~.  T,O  MAtAY$IANS  “’
A N D  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  MARKET.- y),i  ,p; ‘4L: b3 ;.:iy . ‘, “’_ _ _.*
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1 +SO F A R  W E  K N O W  EGY-PT-  0Ni.i  AS A  C E N T R E  O F  L E A R N I N G  F O R  I S L A M  ‘ A N D
NOT AS HAVING I N D U S T R I E S  P R O D U C I N G  Q U I T E  A  L O T  O F  O U R  R E Q U I R E M E N T S . +

D A T U K  SERI DR MAHATHIR WAS A S K E D  W H E T H E R  HE.%ROUGHT  A N Y  M E S S A G E
FROM LIBYAN P R E S I D E N T  MUAMMAR G A D D A F I  T O  E G Y P T I A N  P R E S I D E N T  HOSNI
MOBARAK  C O N S I D E R I N G  T H A T  HE HAD COME TO EGYPT AFTER V I S I T I N G  LIBYA.

HE WAS ALSO A S K E D  W H E T H E R  H E  D I S C U S S E D  L I B Y A - E G Y P T  R E L A T I O N S
DURXNG HIS MEETING WITH PRESIDENT MOBARAK.

(LI%YA H A S  B R O K E N  O F F  D I P L O M A T I C  R E L A T I O N S  W I T H  E G Y P T  F O L L O W I N G
T H E  S I G N I N G  O F  T H E  C A M P  D A V I D  A C C O R D  S E T W E E N  E G Y P T  A N D  I S R A E L ) .

DATUK SERI  DA MAHATHIR SAID H E  H A D  N O T  B R O U G H T  A N Y  M E S S A G E  F R O M
PRESIDENT  GADDAFI.  A N D  N E I T H E R  D I D  H E  D I S C U S S  E G Y P T - L I B Y A  RELATIONS.--

HE 5AID M A L A Y S I A ’ S  R E L A T I O N S  W I T H  O T H E R  C O U N T R I E S  W E R E  O N  A
%ILATERAL  B A S I S .

HE W A S  A S K E D  A  N U M B E R  O F  Q U E S T I O N S  R E L A T I N G  T O  T H E  P A L E S T I N I A N
Q U E S T I O N  A N D  T H E  MIDD&E  E A S T  S I T U A T I O N .  H E  E X P L A I N E D  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N
P O S I T I O N .

HE ALEi0 M E N T I O N E D  T H E  E F F - O A T S  BY M A L A Y S I A  I N  S U C C E S S F U L L Y
G E T T I N G  E G Y P T  B A C K  I N T O  T H E  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  O F  I S L A M I C  C O N F E R E N C E
c 0 I c ) ‘

M A L A Y S I A  F E L T  T H A T  E G P Y P T  W A S  A  S T R O N G  F O R C E  I N  T H E  M I D D L E  E A S T
AND AS T H E  B I G G E S T  A R A B  NATION IT S H O U L D  BE C L O S E  W I T H  O T H E R  A R A B *
N A T I O N S  A S  W E L L  A S  O T H E R  I S L A M I C  C O U N T R I E S .

A S K E D  H I S  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  R E S U M P T I O N  O F  DPPLOMATIC  R E L A T I O N S  WITH
J O R D A N  A N D  T H E  P A L E S T I N E  L I B E R A T I O N  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  (PLO)r  H E  S A I D
A N Y T H I N G  T H A T  %ROUGHT  I S L A M I C  C O U N T R I E S  O R  E N T I T I E S  T O G E T H E R  W A S
GOOD.

H E  S A I D  H E  H A D  ‘ E X T E N D E D  I N V I T A T I O N S  T O  B O T H  P R E S I D E N T  MOPARAK
A N D  P R I M E  MINISTFR  K A M A L  H A S S A N  AL1 T O  V I S I T  M A L A Y S I A  A N D  H O P E D  O N E
O F  T H E M  C O U L D  M A K E  T H E  V I S I T  N E X T  Y E A R ,

D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  E A R L I E R  S A I D  H I S  F R I D A Y  P R A Y E R S  A T  T H E
A L - A Z H A R  M O S Q U E  F O L L O W E D  BY LUNCH HOSTED %Y T H E  E G Y P T I A N / M A L A Y S I A N
F R I E N D S H I P  S O C I E T Y  A T  T H E  G E Z I R A  SHERATBN.-7 BERNAMA.
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