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K U A L A  LUMPURl  D,EC 2 1  (BERNAMA)  - - D A T U K  SERI’ DR_MAHATHIR  MOHAWD
T O D A Y  E X P R E S S E D  T H E  W I S H  F O R  A  S P E E D Y  SOiUTION  OF THE iBi6NTH=CLD
MCA CRISIS, SAYING THAT HE SAW N;O REASON FOR AN ABSOLUTE IMPASSEIN
T HE  N E G O T IA T IO N S  B E T W E E N  T H E  T W O  R I V A L  F A CT I ON S  I N  T H E  P AR T Y. ’

H E  S A I D  T H E  Q U E S T I O N  O F  S O L V I N G  T H E  C R I S I S  T H I S  M O N T H  O R  T H E
NEXT DID NOT ARISE AT ALL. WHAT WAS CRUCIAL WAS THAT THE CRISIS SE
RESOLVED.

+IF WE CAN SOLVE THE PROBLEM WITHOUT BRIN6ING IN OTHER PROBLt~MSr
IT SHOULD BE GOOD. 1AS.A  MALAY ‘PROVERB SAYS - -  ONE SHOULD NOT Mm. Up
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T H E  F L O U R  W H E N - F U L L I N G  O U T  A  T H R E A D  F R O M  IT (KALAU  MENARIK’BEN/ANG
DAR1 TEPUNGI  JAGA T E P U N G  ITU DARIPADA  BERKECAI).+  H E  W A S  S P E A K I N G  TU
R E P O R T E R S  O N  HIS R E T U R N  H O M E  AFTCR  AN O F F I C I A L  V I S I T  T O  LIBYA;;  E G Y P T
A N D  M A L I .

COMMENTING ON THE REPORTED DEADLOCK IN NEGCTIATIONS  CONOUt
BARISAN  NASIONAL SECRETARY-GENERAL ENCIK GHAFAR BABA B E T W E E N
F A C T I O N  LED BY.ACTING  HCA P R E S I D E N T  D A T U K  OR NE0 YEE FAN AND.
H E A D E D  BY E X P E L L E D  V I C E - P R E S I D E N T  E N C I K  T A N  K O O N  SWANI  DATUK;
tlAHAfHIR~SAID~+HCA  H A S  G O O D  L E A D E R S  I N S I D E  .AND OtjTSlDE  AND k
SEE W H Y  T H E R E  3HOULD  BE AN ABSOLUTE IMPASSE.+ - -  M O R E
74xM46T  2 1  1 2  84

:TED BY
ThE
THAT
SERI 0
DO NOT

R

D 2 5 0
U E 4 9 0  A A E

MAHATHIR-CRISIS 2 K U A L A  L U H P U R

D A T U K  S E R I  OR MAHATHIR  W A S  O P T I M I S T I C T H E  C R I S I S  W O U L D  B E
SOLVEDI  A N D  S T R E S S E D  R E P E A T E D L Y  T H A T  H E  H A D  N O T  9ET ANY TfME  LIMIT
F O R  THE!MCA  L E A D E R S  T O  S O L V E  TNEIR P R O B L E M .

+ I  H O P E D  T H E  C R I S I S  W O U L D  H A V E  B E E N  O V E R  A  L’ONG  TIME AGDI A N D
THERE WAS NO CRISIS AT ALL, IF YOU ASK WHAT WA9 MY HOPE.+

T H E  L O N G  D R A W N  O U T  C R I S I S  H A D  PROflPTED  DEPUTY ‘PRIME  MINISTER
D A T U K  MUSA  HITAH T O  S U G G E S T  T H A T  T H E  MCA M I G H T  F I N D  IT WORTHWHILE  T.0
T E M P O R A R I L Y  L E A V E  T H E  BARISAN  NASIONAL  TO RESOLVE  ITS P R O B L E M .

D A T U K  S E R I  OR M A H A T H I R ’ S  R E A C T I O N  T O  T H I S  WAS,+1 MUST.KNOW  F R O M
THE HORSE‘S MOUTH EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENED NHILE’f WA9 AWAY, WHAT WAS
SAID!  W H A T  W A S  T H E  R E A C T I O N  A N D  T H E N  ,jlNLY AH,& IN A POSITION TO SAY
<SOMETHING. +

‘I 6.il.
THE PRIME MINISTER MADE IT CLEAR ‘THAT HE-HAD  TO ABIDE BY THE

C O N S E N S U S  OF THE FEELINGS OF FIRSTLY’UHNO WHICH MUST AT LEABT BE THE
P O L I T I C A L  COMHITTE~  QR P O S S I B L Y  T H E  P A R T Y ’ S  SU%REME COUN~CfL.

+IF IT C O N C E R N S  T H E ’ M C A  A N D  O T H E R S ,  I  H A V E  ‘10 TALK To T H E M  A N D
I F  I T  C O N C E R N S  T H E  BN, T H E N  I W I L L  HAVE TO CALL, A BARISAN NASIONAL
M E E T I N G  A S  S O O N  A S  P O S S I B L E . + Y.I

D A T U K  S E R I  OR HAHATHIR,  W H O  I S  CHAXRMAN  O F  T H E  BARISAN  NASIONAL*
MADE .If C L E A R  T H A T  H E  W A S  N O T  T H E  QNE,,WHO  ARBXTRATES  IN THE CRISI3r.
S A Y I N G  THAT IF  IT A F F E C T E D  T H E  5N THEN THE BN S H O U L D  H A V E  T H E  C H A N C E
TO DISCUSS THE MATTER.

A S K E D  W H E T H E R  T H E  CRISIS  HAD TARNISHED THE BN’S IMAGE9 Hi
REPLIED,+WE  A L W A Y S  H A V E  T H I S  P A S S I O N  F O R  ItlAGEcOF  COURSE*  I M A G E
GOES UP AND DOWN DEPENDING ON HON YOU LOOK AT IT.,...+

A S K E D  W H E T H E R  HE WOULD MEDlATE.IN  THE DISPUTE,  THE PRIME
MINISTER SAID:+1  WILL HAVE TO KNOW THE FACTS AND THEN I CAN DECIDE
W H E T H E R  M E D I A T I O N  I S  T H E  ANSWER9 WHETHER I  NEED TO COME OUT WITH A
STATEMENT OR HAVE A MEETING, I  HAVE TO DECIDE AFTER I  K N O W  T H E
F A C T S . +

H E  D E C L I N E D  T O  S A Y  WHETHEd  HE WOULD  MEET THE TWO FACTIONS BUT
SAX0 THAT HE WOULD THINK OF THE NEXT S T E P  A F T E R  D I S C U S S I O N S  WITH
DATUK HUSA.

FOLLOWING THE SUGGESTION BY DATUK MUSA,  SEVERAL HCA LEADERS CAME
OUT STRONGLY AGAINST THE STATEMENT, CRITICIZING IT AND SAYING IT WAS
UNWARRANTED AND UNCALLED FOR.

DATUK SERI OR HAHATHfR  SAID, HOWEVERt+iVEN  IF IT IS
OVER-REACTION,  I  ONLY K N O W  (ABOUT  THE MATTER) FROM NEWSPAPER REPORTS
AND I  HAVE TO FIND OUT FROM THE MCA LEADERS THEMSELVES WHAT T H E I R
R E A C T I O N  I S . +  --SERNAMA
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