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&B Y  IDZAN ISMAIL
KUALA  LUMPURI  D E C  2 2  IBE,RNAMA)  -- PROCRESS  H A S -  B E E

T A L K S  T O  E N D  T H E  lo-MONTH MCA CRISISI B A R E L Y  2 4 .  H O U R S
S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  M O H A M A D  R E T U R N E D  F R O M  HIS.OFFICIAL-VISIT”‘OVERSEAS. 1

N E W S  O F  T H E  P R O G R E S S  W A S  C O N V E Y E D  T O  T H E  PRIME,MINISTER  B Y i

E X P E L L E D  M C A  V I C E- P R E S ID E NT  ENCIK  TA N  KOON SWAN,‘WH~~:CALLED  O N  H I M  AT
HIS 0FFXCE-  THIS MORNING.. (..

+ENCIK T A N  B R I E F E D  M E  O N  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T S  0,F ‘ T H E  ‘ M E D I A T I O N  L .:,!
E F F O R T S  T O  S E T T L E  T H E  M C A ’ S  P R O B L E M S . PRdGRESS  HAS BEEN MADE,  +’ D A T U K
S E R I  OR MAHAT.HIR  T O L D  ‘ B E R N A M A  A F T E R -  T H E ,  3 0 - M I N U T E  D I S C U S S I O N S . .  ‘.

FORMER MCA CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBER UATUK  OR L:ING LIONG SIK WAS
P R E S E N T  A T  T H E  M E E T I N G .

A L T H O U G H  T H E  D E T A I L S  O F  W H A T  T R A N S P I R E D  A T  THE..MEETING  WERE NQT
DISCLOSEDI  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  W A S  VISIBLY,HAPPY  W I T H  THE.APPARE
S E N S E  O F  C O M M I T M E N T  B Y  B O T H  S I D E S  T O  ACHriEVE  SOME..BREAKTHROUGH  IN 7
MEDxATIoN E F F O R T S  CONDUC,TED  BY BARSSAN  NASIONAL  S E C R E T A R Y - G E N E RA L
ENClK G H A F A R  B A B A  T O  R E C O N C I L E  ‘ T H E  DIFFERENCES,BETWEEN  ENCIK T A N ’ S
F A C T I O N  A N D  T H A T  L E D  B Y  A C T I N G  M C A  P R E S I D E N T  DATUK.DR  NE0  Y E E  P A N .

+ I  AM3 O F  COURSE9  H A P P Y  THAT,THEY  H A V E  MADE’SOME  PROGRESSr+,HE

:Nt
‘HE

. SAID.
A L T H O U G H  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  D E C L I N E D  .COMMENT  O N  W H E T H E R  T H E

‘ R E P O R T E D  DEADLOCK.IN  T H E  N E G O T I A T I O N S  H A D  ENDED3  A BRE,AKTHROUGH  W A S
A P P A ’ R E N T L Y  IMMJNENT.WHICH  WOULD BE CONDUCXVE  F O R  A N  E A R L Y  S E T T L E M E N T
T O  T H E  P R E S E N T  $MPASSE. ’

+ E N C I K  T A N  H A S ’ A G R E E D  T O  I S S U E  A  S T A T E M E N T  O N  T H E  L A T E S T
D E V E L O P M E N T S  O N  T H E  M A T T E R , +  H E  A D D E D .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R ,  WHO:IS A L S O  T H E  BN, CHAI.RMANr  S A I D  H E  H A D  N O T
M E T  D A T U K  D R  NE0  A S  T H E ‘  M C A ’ L E A D E R  H A D  L E F T  F O R  A  H O L I D A Y  A B R O A D .

E A R L I E R  I N  T H E  MORNING,‘,ALTHOUGH  T H E  S T A F F E R S  A T  E N C I K  T A N ’ S  A N D
DATUK DR LING'S OFFICE WERE EVASIVE ABOUT-WHAT’WAS GOING ON,  BERNAMA
L E A R N T  A R O U N D  N O O N  T H A T  T H E  T R I O  W E R E  H A V I N G  A  +HUSH-HUSH+  M E E T I N G
W I T H  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R . .

D A T U K  S E R I  OR M A H A T H I R ’ S  S T A T E M E N T  O F  S O M E  P R O G R E S S  B E I N G  M A D E
IS SEEN BY POLITICAL.OBSER,vERS  A S  A  S I G N I F I C A N T  D E V E L O P M E N T  B E C A U S E
H O P E S  O F  A N  E A R L Y  S E T T L E M E N T  S E E M E D  D I M  J U S T  B E F O R E  H I S  R E T U R N
Y E S T E R D A Y  D E S P I T E  R E P O R T S  T H A T  T H E  C R I S I S  COULD-END,BY  T H E N .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R ’ S  S T A T E M E N T  Y E S T E R D A Y  T H A T  T H E  CRSSIS-  H A D
TO COME TO AN E N D  A L T H O U G H  . N O  D E A D L I N E  H A D  B E E N  S E T  S E E M E D  T$$HAVE
G A L V A N I Z E D  T H E  P A R T I E S  I N V O L V E D  T O  S T E P  U P  T H E I R  E F F O R T S  TOQE$$H  A N
AGREEMENT.

W I T H  T H E  B E N E F I T  O F  H I N D S I G H T 9  D E P U T Y ’ P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  DATui?~~:~
M U S A ’ S  S U G G E S T I O N  T H A T  T H E  M C A  M I G H T  F I N D  I T  NORTHWHILE  TO OPT&T
T E M P O R A R I L Y  F R O M  T H E  B N  P E N D I N G  T H E  S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  C R I S I S  S E E M E D TC
H A V E  H A D  T H E  D E S I R E D  E F F E C T  O F  J O L T I N G  T H E  FACTlONS I N T O  S E E K I N G  A N  ;
E A R L Y  S E T T T L E M E N T  T O  T H E I R  S Q U A B B L E .

F O L L O W I N G  THAT7 P A R T Y  S E C R E T A R Y - G E N E R A L  T A N  S R I  CHONG HON N Y A N
C A M E  OUT WITH A POSITIVE STATEMENT THAT THE M C A  W O U L D  E M E R G E  F R O M
T H E  C R I S I S  + A  T O T A L L Y  RECONCILEOr  U N I T E D  A N 0  M U C H  M O R E  P O W E R F U L .  j.
PARTY .+

D A T U K  D R  NE01  M E A N W H I L E ,  W A S  R E P O R T E D  T O  BE IN HIGH
B E F O R E  H I S  D E P A R T U R E  F.OR A  H O L I D A Y  O V E R S E A S ?  I N D I C A T I N G

j . -
W A S  I N  S I G H T  T O  T H E  C R I S I S  W H I C H  STARTED,*EARLIER.  T H I S  Y E
+PHANTOM  M E M B E R S +  I S S U E  A N D  T H E  S U B S E Q U E N T  E X P U L S I O N  OF’.

k ;$$.ANDB:;N;;;ER  ‘ T O P  L E A D E R S O F ,  T H E  PARS;.
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