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IPOH » DEC 24 tRERNAMA ) - - DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD TODAY

CXPRESSED ANGER AT ‘THE +EXTREMIST+ATTITUDE OF CERTAIN QUARTERS IN
"o DELIRPERATELYRAISING COMMUNAL ISSUES IN THE COUNTRY AND GAVE WARNING
OF GODVERNMENT ACTION AGAINST THEM.
THE PRIME MINISTERCAUTIONED THESE GROUPS AGAINST THINKING THF
GOVERNMENT'S SILENCE AND PASSIVITY ALL THIS WHILE GAVE THEM FREE
1. ICENCE TO DO AS THEY PLEASEDs INCLUDING DEMCNSTRATING AGAINST THE
GOYERANMENT ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE GOUERNMENT WAS AFRAIOTO ACT
AGAINST THEM .
+TO0AY THE GOVERNMENT MAY NOT WISH TOSHOW ITS CLAWS. WE ARE
STILi. KEEPING QUIET BUT LET NOT ANYONE MAKE THE MISTAKE OF THINKING
oUH PATIENCE 18 BOTTOMLESS. THERE IS5 A LIMIT.
+THE GOVERNMENT WILL NOTHESITATE TO TAKE FIRMACTION AGAINST
ANYONE WHO HAS EXCEEDED THE LIMITE OF WHAT IS ALLOWABLE«+ WE SAID TO
JTHUNGERCUSE APPLAUSE BYMGORE THAN 500 PEOPLE ATTENDING A LUNCHEON
ATUEN.RY THE WINTA UMNDOIVISION HERE.

DATUN SERL DR MAHATHIR WHO IS ALSO UMMO P Re sio E Nt AND BARISAN
NMASIONAL CHAIRMAN TOLD THESE GROUPS TO MAKE A CHOICE-- WHETHER To
CONTINUE WITH THE.IR NEGATIVE ACTIVITIES QR TO CHANGE THEIR ATTITUDE.

~~-MORE .
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ALTHOUGH THE PRIME MINISTER DID NOT MENTION THE FORM OF
GOVERNMENT ACTIGN THAT WOULD BEINSTITUTED. HEMAREIT CLEAR IT
HOULDBE SUFFICIENTILY STRONG AND PUNMITIVE.

+WE DO NOT WANT T2 SEE # RECURRENCE OF THE MAY13 INCIDENT. IF
A DEMOMNSTRATION IS HELD WITH THE AIM OF ARDUSINGRACIAL FEELINGS.HE
WILLRESPONDWITH ACTION THAT WILL BE REALLY PAINFUL Y& THE CULPRITS
RESPONSIBLE .+

THBHOW HE MEANS BUSINESSs HE REPEATED, THE WARNING ABOUT THE
ACTION FOUR TIMES IN HIS 45-MINUTE SPEECH AND EXPLAINEDHIS
STATEMENT WAS MADE AFTER HEHAD GIVEN DEEP THOUGHT TO THE MATTER.

HIS WORDS REFLECTED THE MEASURE OF HIHS ANGER OVER THE ACTIONS
OF AN OPPOSITION PARTY MAKING POLITICAL CAPITAL OUT OF THE PAPAN
RADIOACTIVE WASTE DUMP 1ESUE, WHICH LE[:TO RESIDENTS THERE :
DEMONSTRATING AGAINST THIEPROJECTyANDINITIATING A CAMPAIGN FOR
FOYCOTT OF THEMADE~IN-MALAYS IA CAR v PROTOM SAGA » AND DEMONSTRATION
PY THE KAMPUNG BERCHAM SQUATTERS IN PiZRAK

THESE QUARTERS HAD ALSOLAUNCHED A FUND TO SAVE BUKIT CHINA T0Q
THWART THI. MELAKA STATE GOVERNMENT'S DEVELOPMENT PLANGFORTHE HILL

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF MELAKA TOWN. --MORE
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HE REGRETTED PARTICULARLY THE TACTICOF THESE QUARTERS IN
TURNING ANY PROBLEM INTO A COMMUNAL ISSUEALTHOUGHYTHE PROBLEM HAD
NOT STARTED OUT AS SUCH.

+JUST BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN A" ur‘lE EASYGOING THE PAST TWO OR
" THRECEYEARSs THEY FEEL THEY CAN ACT AS THEY LIKE. THEY HAVE
FORGOTTEN THE MAY 13 IMCIDENT.THEY ARE NOT AFRAID OF THE RACIAL RIOT
THAY HAY ERUPT IF THEY RESORT IO ACTIONS THAT ARE EXTREME,+ HE ADDED.
+DONOTTHINK THAT A PERSON.. WHQ APPEARS GENTLE AND IS ALWAYS
SMILING I8 4NICE PERSON WHO 1§ PLIARLE. WE MUST REMEMBER HI S
BANKGROUND v FOR HISBACKGROUND: MAY BELIE THIS APPEARANCE. +

THIS STATEMENT BY DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MAY BE READ AS A
VEILED WARNING AGAINST TAKING HE¥M LIGHTLY; HE WAS AT ONE TIME
EXPELLED FROMUMNO FOR HIS EFFORTS TOPROMOTE THE CAUSE OF THE MALAYS
AND WASLABELLED AN +ULTRA+ BECAUSE OF THIS.

THE PRIME MINISTER ‘POINTED QUT THAT THE MALAYS OF TODAY I|-EC BY
UMNO WERE PEOPLE WHD WERE MODERATE AND NOT THE EXTREMISTS OF THE
PAST.

UNFORTUNATELYy OTHERS WERE PURPOSELY CREATING PROBLEMS AND

MAKING +THIS AND THAT+ INTO A ‘ISSUE OF ALLE(:ED GOVERNMENT OPPRESSION
OF THEIR COMMUMITY,--MORE
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+ANYTHING DONEBY T HE GOVERNMENT:IS INTERPRETED THROUGH A
COMMUNAL VIEWPOINT AND JUST BECAUSE“THEY SEE THE GOVERNMENT BEIMG
NICE AND GEMTLE s THEY THINK THEY CAN SUCCEED WTH THEIR TACTIC, THE
TACTIC OF DEMONSTRATION. +

HE WARNED THAT THE GOVERNMMENT WOULD NOT ENTERTAIN ANY DEMAND
MADE THROUGH FORCE s POINTING OUT THAT FORCE COULD BE COUNTERED RY
FORCE.

+I AM SURE THAT IF THEY WANT TOQ PLAY THE GAME OF RACIALISM,

"JHNO CAN BE MORE RACIALISTIC THAN THEM. IF THE OBJECTIVE IS TO GET
SOME THING BYDEMONST RATING » IBELIEVE UMNO CAN MOUNT A BIGGER
NEMONSTRATLION,+ HE ADGED TO APPLAUSE BY THOSE PRESENT AT THE
LUNCHEONINCLUDING UMNO AND BARISANNASIONAL COMPONENT PARTY MEMBERS.

HE REMINDED ALL HOWEVER OF THE CONSEQUENCESOF SUCH A

CONFRONTATION IN A MULTI-RACIAL. COUNTRY ,ADDING +THIS IS SOMETHING’
WHICH WE MUST HAVE SECOND .THOUGHTS::ABOUT .+ 7. "lLis

L “._.d., Cadr, * woor 1 i
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HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD PERSUADED.THE MALAYS AND (MNO
MEMEERS AGAINST ACTING ACCORDING TO RACIAL SENTIMENTSFOR THEY WERE

PARTOFTHEGOVERNMENT AND THERE WERE CONSTRAINTS THEY MUST
NECESSARILY OBSERVE. --MURE
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+HOWEVERy IF OTHERS GOTOOFARyUMNO,ITHINKsWILL NQT KEEP
QUIET. UMNOWILL ACT.THIS CHO CE |S NOT OURS BUT THAT OF THE
PEOPLE. + ;

HE STRESSED THATUMNO; AS A RESPONSIBLE PAR T v, WOQULD NOT
NEGLECT |TS DUTIES AND ALTHOUGH IT WAS A MODERATE PARTY»ITHAD
CERTAIN RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE COUNTRY. -

+THISIS A WARNING. WE WILL TRY TO PROTECT THEPEOPLE WHO
OPPOSE US FROM THE CONSEQUENCES OF THEIRACTION.WEWILL ALSO SAVE
THEMUSLIMSWHO HAVE FORGOTTEN ISLAM AND OTHERS WHO TRY TOPLAYWITH
COMMUNAL |SSUES FROM THE DANGERS THEY ARE: TRYINGTO PERPETRATE .+

DATUK SERIDRMAHATHIR SAID THAT HI' S FIRST STEP SINCE BECOMING
PRIMEMINISTER WAS TO FREE AS MANY DETAINEES AS POSSIBLE AND DESPITE
RESERVATIONS OVER THE MOVEs THE GOVERMNMENT HAD YO TAKE THE RISK.

HOWEVERs THIS DID NOT MEAN THE GOVERNMENT WAS AFRALD TOPUT

BACKINTO DETENTION PEOPLE TRYING TO FOMENTCIVIL UNREST IN THE
COUNTRY.

--MORE A
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+IWISHTOISSUE A WARNING TO THOSE WHO. DARE SAY THE GOVERNMENT
15 WEAK AND AFRAID..I AM WARNING THAT THE WAY OF DEMONSTRATION,
BOYCOTT OF THIS AND THAT, IF CARRIED OUT, WILL BRINGRETRIBUTION
UPON THE HEADOF ALL QUARTERS, EVEN THE INNOCENT, FORALL WILL FEEL,
THE DIRE CONSEQUENCES OF THESE ACTIONSs+ pE SAID.

HE SAID MALAYSIA TODAY WAS A MODEL FOR OTHER COUNTRIES FROM THE
ASPECT OF DEMOCRACY FOR THERE WAS NO COUNTRY IN SOUTHEASTASIAMORE
DEMOCRATIC THAN MALAYSIA, MORE TOLERANT WITH ITS PEOPLE GIVEN
FREEDOM TO SPEAKs ACT AND CRITICIZE, PROGRESSIVE AND DEVELOPING AT A
RAPIDPACE AND FREE FROM ANY RACIAL STRIFE DESPITE 1T8 MULTI-RACIAL
AND MULTI-RELIGIOUS CHARACTER.. (

+THE MODERATIONOF THE GOVERNMENT NEVERTHELESS HAS 1TS LIMITS
AND IF ANYONE GOES BEYOND THE LIMITS, WE WILL FORGET: ABOUT -BEING A, .
MODEL TOTHE WORLD ALTHOUGH WE HAY HAVE CHERISHED THISROLE,+HE
SAID. - o
+THISWILL BE BECAUSE OF NATIONAL INTERESTSAND NATIONAL
INTERESTS MAKE IT" INCUMBENT UPON US TO BEFIRM.+ o

--BERNAMA
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