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IPOH 1 1ZEC 24 :..BERNAMI?  ) - -  DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAM~D  TODAYL_--_ .- -..
I I:XPRESSED  A N G E R  AT ‘ T H E  +EXTHEhIST+  kTT:TUOc  O F  CERTAlN  Q U A R T E R S  I N
P ‘5.. DELISERATELY RAXSING C O M M U N A L  I S S U E S I N  THE C O U N T R Y  A N D  G A V E  W A R N I N G

OF iiOVERNMEI\IT A C T I O N  A G A I N S T  T H E M .
‘!‘HE P R I M E  MSNISTER CA’JTIONED  THESF.:  G R O U P S  A G A I N S T  T H I N K I N G  T H F

G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  SXLENCE  A N D  P A S S I V I T Y  ALI._ T H I S  W H I L E  G A V E  T H E M  F R E E
;.%CENCE  T O  D O  A S  T H E Y  PLEASED3  I N C L U D I N G  DEMCNSTRATING  A G A I N S T  THE
bO’1FRNMENT  O N  T H E  ASsUMPTI’?N  T H A T  T H E  GO’JERNMENT W A S  AFRAIO TO A C T
/\<:A .I NST THEM .

,I, Ti:l(,fi'i T H E  GQVERNMENT  M A Y  NOT W I S H  T’:) SHO:J  I T S  C L A W S .  W E  A R E
STILi, K E E P I N G  Q U I E T  BIJT L E T  N O T  ANYONE  M A K E  T H E  M I S T A K E  (SF THINt(;ING
c:iUR P A T I E N C E  IS B O T T O M L E S S .  T H E R E  IS A L1MT.T.

+‘THE G O V E R N M E N T  W I L L  N0T HESITATE  T O  T A K E  FlRM ACTI( A G A I N S T
A N Y O N E  W H O  H A S  E X C E E D E D  T H E  L.IMlTS  O F  W H A T  I S  ALLOWABLEI+  WE SAID T O

( THUNDEPCUS  A P P L A U S E  BY M(‘RE T H A N  5 0 0  P E O P L E  A T T E N D I N G  A  L U N C H E O N
CTuFt\l,  RY THE !.';J.N-j-A UMNt:,  QIVIs.IQN H E R E .
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eATUt\ sk:HI  DR MAHATH‘iR  WHO ~~~~*~~s’c~~UMNO  P RE SI D E NT  AND E.~RIsAN
NASlOlJAL  C H A I R M A N  ‘TOLD T H E S E  G R O U P S  T O  M A K E  A  CHOICE  -..” W H E T H E R  TO
C O N T I N U E  NITH T H E . I R  N E G A T I V E  A C T I V I T I E S  OR T O  C H A N G E  T H E I R  A T T I T U D E .
_.._  MORE
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ALT’IOUGf-4 T H E  P R I M E  MPi:ISTER D I D  N O T  M E N T I O N  THE F O R M  O F
GOUEFINMENT  ACTION  T H A T  W O U L D  t?E INSTlT!ITEDl HE: MAOE IT C L E A R  I T
WGUL,D E3E SC;FF  ICIENTLY  S T R O N G  A N D  PUNITL~JE  v

+WE D O  N O T  W A N T  Tr3 S E E  C\ R E C U R R E N C E  0F T H E  Mk’f 13 I N C I D E N T .  I F
A  DEMONSTRATlON  I S  H E L D  W I T H  T H E  A I M  O F  hROUSING  RACIAL’FEELLNGS?  NE
W1.l.L RESFi)ND  WITH A C T I O N  T H A T  W I L L  B E  R E A L L Y  P A I N F U L  TC? T H E  C U L P R I T S
RESPONSIDLE.  -I-

TO Sti0W  H E  M E A N S  8USXNFSSr  H E  R E P E A T E D ,  THE  W A R N I N G  A B O U T  T H E
4CTION F O U R  T I M E S  I N  H I S  45-MINUTE  S P E E C H  A N D  lk4PLAINED HIS
5TATEMENT  W A S M A D E  A F T E R  HE HnD G I V E N  D E E P  THOUGHT T O  T H E  M A T T E R .

H I S  WQRL)S  R E F L E C T E D  T H E  M E A S U R E  O F  HIS A N G E R  (?.‘ER T H E  A C T I O N S
uF A N  O P P O S I T I O N  P A R T Y  M A K I N G  P O L I T I C A L  C A P I T A L  O U T  O F  T H E  PAPAN
R A D I O A C T I V E  W A S T E  D U M P  ,I SSUEI W H I C H  LETf  ‘TO R E S I D E N T S  T H E R E
D E M O N S T R A T I N G  AkAINST THI: PROxJECTv  ANO INITSATING A  C A M P A I G N  FbR
I:!!)YCOTT  O F  ‘I-HE MADE--IN-MAIAYS  I A  C A R  9 fzPO’r’?N S A G A  r A N D  PEMONSTRATxON
P.Y T H E  K A M P U N G  SERCHAM S Q U A T T E R S  I N  PfZRAti

T H E S E  Q U A R T E R S H A D  ALSO LP.UNC!-tE@  A  F U N D  T O  S A V E  BUtfIT C H I N A  TO
IHWART THC M E L A K A  S T A T E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  DEVELQPMENT PLANS Fr:bR THE H I L L
t..OCATElj I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  MELAKA T O W N .  - - M O R E
‘~nTCIMc!T 7 t 1 ,? A 4
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I ,‘. H E  R E G R E T T E D  FARTIi,:?ll’\RiY’  THE iACl-IC i:,jF T H E S E  !&RTERS I N

T U R N I N G  A N Y  P R O B L E M  I N T O  A  C O M M U N A L  ISSUE’ ALTHOUGH+‘THE  P R O B L E M  H A D
N O T  S T A R T E D  O U T  A S  S U C H .

+JUST B E C A U S E  W E  H A V E  B E E N  A’LTTh_E  E&'GOING T H E  P A S T  T W O  O R
: THRFE YEARSv T H E Y  F E E L  T H E Y  C A N  A C T  A S  T H E Y  LItiE. T H E Y  H A V E

F O R G O T T E N  T H E  M A Y  1 3  INCT.DENT.  THEY A R E  NOT A F R A I D  O F  T H E  R A C I A L  RIOT
THA? H A Y  E R U P T  I F  T H E Y  R E S O R T  TO A C T I O N S T H A T  A R E  E X T R E M E , +  H E  A D D E D .

tDO NOT THIN& T H A T  A  P E R S O N . .  r;jHO A P P E A R S  G E N T L E  A N D  I S  A L W A Y S
S M I L I N G  IS 4 NICE PERSON WHO I$. PLIA2LE. W E  M U S T  R E M E M B E R  H I S
BASKGHOUNO 1 F O R  HSS RA’CKGROUND.,,;  M A Y  B E L I E  T H I S  A P P E A R A N C E .  +

THIS S T A T E M E N T  B Y  DATUK  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  M A Y  EE R E A D  A S  A
V E I L E D  W A R N I N G  A G A I N S T  TAKING$fM L I G H T L Y ;  H E  W A S  A T  O N E  T I M E
E X P E L L E D  FROM ‘JNNO  F O R  H I S  EFFQRTS TO PRbMOTE  T H E  C A U S E  O F  T H E  MALAYS
A N D  WAS LARELLED  A N  *ULTRA*  B E C A U S E  O F  T H I S .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  ‘ P O I N T E D  OUT T H A T  T H E  MALA.YS O F  T O D A Y  I - E C  i3Y
UMNO W E R E  P E O P L E  WHO W E R E  M O D E R A T E  A N D  N O T  T H E  EXT-REMISTS O F  T H E
P A S T .

UNF0RTUNATELY  9 O T H E R S  W E R E  RURPQSELY C R E A T I N G  P R O B L E M S  A N D
M A K I N G  +THIS A N D  T H A T +  I N T O  A  :‘IGSUE O F  4LLEGED  G O V E R N M E N T  OPPRESSIOfl
O F  T H E I R  Ci3MMUNZTY.  ---MORE ‘. .I-,,
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+ANYTHING  DOtiE  E!‘f T H E  GOVERNt1EN.T  I! S I N T E R P R E T E D  T H R O U G H  A
C;OMMUNAL  V I E W P O I N T  A N D  J U S T  BECfiUSE::‘THEY S E E  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  BEING
NICE AND GENTLE,  THEY THINti THEY CAN SUCCEED WITH THEIR TACTIC!  THE
TACTIC OF DEMONSTRATION.+ ’ ” ’ !

H E  W A R N E D  T H A T  T H E  CCVERNMENT W O U L D  N O T  ENTER1’RI.N A N Y  D E M A N D
MADF  ‘i-HRO!JGH  F O R C E  I P O I N T I N G  O U T  T H A T  FdRCE C O U L D  RE C O U N T E R E D  SY
F O R C E .

+ I  A M  S U R E  T H A T  I F  T H E Y  W A N T  TO P L A Y  T H E  G A M E  O F  RACI‘ALISM,
‘JHNi)  C A N  RE M O R E  RACIALSSTIC T H A N  T H E M .  I F  T H E  O B J E C T I V E  I S  T O  G E T
SOl’if THING BY IlEMONS RATING 9 X BELXEVE  U M N O  C A N  M O U N T  A  B I G G E R
~~EMUnlSTHATllONv+  HE ADCrED  T O  A P P L A U S E  BY T H O S E  P R E S E N T  A T  T H E
LUWCHEUN  XNCLUDING UMNO  A N D  BARISAN  NAST.O,NhL  C O M P O N E N T  P A R T Y  M E M B E R S .

H E  R E M I N D E D  A L L  H O W E V E R  O F  T H E  CONSEB’JENCES  9F S U C H  A
C O N F R O N T A T I O N  I N  A  M U L T I - R A C I A L .  C O U N T R Y  9 ADDING:+THIS  I S  S O M E T H I N G ’
W H I C H  W E  M U S T  H A V E  S E C O N D  .THOUGHTS::ABOUT . + “-.: ‘.,;...;r~$ A&,,‘:; .*., , ,:.
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HE s#do -rHE ihb?NHENT iii PERSGADED  .+E MALTYS  A N D  fJJMNO

MEHfiERS MAINST  A C T I N G  A C C O R D I N G  T O  RAhJL’SENT1MENTS  FOR T H E Y  W E R E
P4HT  OF THE GOVERNMENT  A N D  T H E R E  W E R E  CONSTRAJNTS  T H E Y  M U S T
NE,CESSARILY  OBSERVE.  --MORE
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+HOWEVER  3 IF O T H E R S  GO TOO FAR7 UMNOI  I THINK9  WILL N Q T  K E E P
Q U I E T . UHNO WILL  ACT. THIS CHOICE IS NOT OURS StJT T-HAT t]F THE
PEOPLE. +

HE S T R E S S E D  THAT UMNi)f  Ai A  RESPONSLBLE  PA R T Y, (J~JLCI NOT
NEGLECT ITS D U T I E S  A N D  A L T H O U G H  I T  W A S  A MODERATE PARTY, IT HAD
C E R T A I N  RESPONSI6ILITIES  TO THE C O U N T R Y .  :

*THIS  IS A W A R N I N G .  W E  W I L L  T R Y  T O  P R O T E C T  THE PEOPLE  WHO
OF’~JQSE  US FROM THE C O N S E Q U E N C E S  O F  THEIR ACTfON.  WE WIiL ALSO S A V E
THE MUSLIMS WI-IO H A V E  F O R G O T T E N  I S L A M  A N D  O T H E R S  WHO TRY TO PLAY WITH
COHMUNAL  ISSUES F R O M  T H E  D A N G E R S  T H E Y  ARE:TRyING J-0 PERPETRATE.+ _

DATUK  SERI DR  MAHATHIR S A I D  T H A T  HIS F I R S T  S T E P  S I N C E  BECt)MI[NG
PRlHE  MINISTER  W A S  T O  F R E E  A S  M A N Y  D E T A I N E E S  A S  P O S S I B L E  AND,DESPITE
RESKRVATIONS  O V E R  THE,.MOVEr  T H E  GOVERNMENT’HAD  TO T A K E  T H E  RISK.

HOWEVER9  T H I S  D I D  N O T  M E A N  T H E  GOVERWMENT  W A S  AFRAID  TQ PUT
BACK INTo D E T E N T I O N  P E O P L E  T R Y I N G  TO’FOkENT  CXVJL  U N R E S T  IN T H E
COUNTRY. t
--MORE
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+I WISH TcJ  ISSUE  A  W A R N I N G  T O  T H O S E  WHO,  D A R E  S A Y  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T
IS WEAK  AND AFRAID, .I A M  W A R N I N G  THA,T T H E  W A Y  O F  DEMONSTRAT50Nv
EOYCOTT  O F  TWLS A N D  THATI IF C A R R I E D  O U T ,  WILL.BRING  RETRIBUTION ’
UpoN  T H E  HEAD OF A L L  Q U A R T E R S ,  E V E N  T H E  INNOCENTI, FOR ALL.WlLL  FEE‘  ~
T H E  DIRE C O N S E Q U E N C E S  O F  T H E S E  ACTIONSr+  HE SA1.D.

HE SAID MALAYSIA,TOf.hAY  W A S  A  M O D E L  F O R  OTHER  C O U N T R I E S  FROM  T H E
ASPECT  OF DEMOCRACY  F#R T H E R E  W A S  N O  C O U N T R Y  I N  SDU’THEAST  ASIA MORE
D E M O C R A T I C  T H A N  M A L A Y S I A , MORE  TOLER*ANT W I T H  I T S  P E O P L E  GZVEN
FREEDOM TO SPEAK9 A C T  A N D  CRITIC~ZEI PROGRESSfVE  A N D  Df$‘ELOPING  A T  A
RAPID  PACE A N D  F R E E  F R O M  A N Y  R A C I A L  S T R I F E  D E S P I T E  IT?,,MULTI-RACIAL
A N D  M U L T I - R E L I G I O U S  C H A R A C T E R . .

*THE MODERATION  OF T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  N E V E R T H E L E S S  H A S  ITS’ LIMITS
A N D  I F  A N Y O N E  G O E S  B E Y O N D  T H E  L I M I T S ,  W E  WILL F O R G E T :  ABOUT.~BEING  A , : ’
MODEL  TO THE W O R L D  A L T H O U G H  WE H A Y  H A V E  CHERISH,ED,  THIS  ROLE?+  HE .”
S A I D .

+THfS  WILL  B E  B E C A U S E  O F  N A T I O N A L  XNTERESTS  AND”NA’TIQNAL~’ :
I N T E R E S T S  M A K E  IT’ I N C U M B E N T  U P O N  U S  T O  BE FIRM.+ ‘, :” “‘9
- - B E R N A M A
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