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KUALA  LUMPURI  D E C  2 6  {EERNAMA) - - P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  D A T U K  S E R I  D R

M A H A T H I R  M.QHJMAD TONSGHT  R A T E D  T O U R I S M  A S  H A V I N G  T H E  B E S T  PQTENTIAL._ _...
-T‘O--HELP R E D U C E - T H E DEFICI’T IN THE NATION’S SERVICE ACCOUNT.

S P E A K I N G  A T  T H E  A N N U A L  D I N N E R  O F  T H E  N A T S O N A L  C H A M B E R  O F
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY HERE9 HE SAID MALAYSIANS SPENT $2.3 BILLION ON
TRAVEL AND EDUCATION ABROAD BUT THE COUNTRY EARNED ONLY HALF OF THAT,: ,
AMOUNT FROM INWARD TOURISM. ‘I

+ I  WDULD  R A T E  T O U R I S M  A S  H A V I N G  T H E  B E S T  PQTENTIAL F O R
S I G N I F I C A N T  A N D  E A R L Y  R E S U L T S * +  H E  A D D E D .

DATUK SERI OR MA'HATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD ALREADY SAVED i
M I L L I O N S  O F  R I N G G I T  B Y  C H A N G I N G  T H E  P O L I C Y  ON E D U C A T I O N  A B R O A D  A S
W E L L  A S  B Y  S T I P U L A T I N G  U S E  O F  ,THE N A T I O N A L  C A R R I E R  (MAS> F O R  A L L  A I R
T R A V E L .

HE REGRETTED.THAT  THE PEOPLE HAD DONE ALMOST  N O T H I N G  T O  ‘ H E L P  T H E
GOVERNMENT IN THESE EFFORTS.

A S  A  R E S U L T  N O T  QNLY  W A S  M A S  U N A B L E  TO BET M O R E  L A N D I N G  R I G H T S
BUT FOREIGN AIRLINES WERE ALSO CONTINUING TO BYPASS MALAYSIA, DATUK
S E R I  OR M A H A T H I R  A D D E D .

H E  SAID;  +WHILE T H E  W H O L E  W O R L D  P R A I S E D  OUR AIRLINES3  M A L A Y S I A N S
C A N N O T  F I N D  CHARSTY  I N  T H E I R  H E A R T S  F Q R  E V E N  T H E  S M A L L E S T
A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T  O F  T H E  Q U A L I T Y  OF OUR S E R V I C E . +

D A T U K  SERI OR M A H A T H I R  S T R E S S E D  ,THAT  T H E  C O U N T R Y  C O U L D  N O T ’
A F F O R D  T H E  KIND OF A N T I - T O U R I S T  L U X U R Y  T H A T  S O M E  P E O P L E  W E R E
A D V O C A T I N G .

C O M P A R E D  W I T H  O T H E R  ASEAN  C O U N T R I E S ,  M A L A Y S I A  W A S  Y E T  T O  E X P L O I T
F U L L Y  I TS TOURIST RO’TENTIAL.

H E  S A I D  T H E  P R O M O T I O N  O F  T O U R I S M  A S  A  M A T T E R  O F  N A T I O N A L
P R I O R I T Y  WAS SET IN THE CONTEXT OF A BALANCED PROMOTION FOR D O M E S T I C
TRAVELLERS  AS,WELL  A S  T H E  A T T R A C T I O N  O F  R E G I O N A L  A N D  W O R L D W I D E
T O U R I S T S .

THE PRIME MINISTER SAiDn +WE MUST PRESERVE OUR NATURAL BEAhY
BUT WE CANNOT  LIVE IN ATTAP  HUTS SO THAT A FEW WONDERING HIFP.IES
COULD  COMMUNE WITH NATURE.

+TO  ATTRACT THE MONEYED WE NEED TO PROVIDE FOR THEIR COMFORT IN
HOTELS AND TOURIST COMPLEXES AFTER THEY HAD THEIR FILL OF MALAYSIA'S
N A T U R A L  B E A U T Y . +

H E  H O W E V E R  A S S U R E D  T H A T  THE,RE  WOULD BE A,BALC\NCE  IN T H E
DEVELOPMENT OF TOURIST AMENITIES AND THE PRESERVATXON  OF NATURAL
BEAUTIES.
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DATUK SERI  OR MAHATHIR WHO IMPRESSED AT LENGTH THE URGENCY O F
REDUCING THE NATION'S DEFICIT IN ITS SERVICE’ACCOUNTq  SAID THAT
A L T H O U G H  H E  H A D  S P O K E N  O N  T H E  S A M E  T O P I C  A T ’ T H E  C H A M B E R ’ S  A N N U A L
D I N N E R ’ L A S T  Y E A R ,  H E  W O N D E R E D  I F  A N Y  R E S E A R C H  H A D  B E E N  D O N E  T O
M E A S U R E  T H E  R E S P O N S E  O F  I T S  M E M B E R S  T O  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  A P P E A L .

+THE I M P R E S S I O N  I  G E T  I S  T H A T  Y O U  H A V E  N O T  S H O W N  M U C H  U R G E N C Y  O N
Y O U R  P A R T  T O  T A C K L E  T H I S  PROBLEM.....APPRECIATION  O F  T H E  P R O B L E M
W I T H O U T  A C T I O N  Is’ WORTHLESSt+  HE ADIIED.

HE SAID IT WAS HIGH TIME THE CHAMBER SET PROGRAMMES ANO
MEASUREMENTS RELATING TO THE PROBLEM.

THEY SHOULD FIND OUT HOW MUCH OF THE COUNTRY’S EXP,ORTS W E R E
DEALT,ON  C.I.F.CCOSTI  I N S U R A N C E ,  F R E I G H T )  A N D  H O W  M U C H  O N
F.0.8.(FREE  ON BOARD) AND THE AMOUNT OF EXPORTS GOING THROUGH LOCAL
S H I P S  A N D  T H E  C O S T  O F  I N S U R A N C E .

IT WOULD ALSO BE WORTH FINDING OUT HOW MUCH OF THE COUNTRY’S
EXPORTS WERE BEING SOLD THROUGH THIRD COUNTRIES.

H E  H A S  B E E N  TOLD T H A T  T H E S E  C O U N T R I E S  W E R E  S E L L I N G  MALAYSZAN
E X P O R T S  C H E A P E R  T H A N  T H E  P R I C E  O F F E R E D  B Y  L O C A L  E X P O R T E R S .

IF  I T  W A S  T R U E ,  T H E N  +WE M U S T  L E A R N  H O W  T H E Y  D O  I T  A N D  D O  I T
O U R S E L V E S , +  H E  A D D E D .

.

THE GOVERNMENT WAS EVER READY TO COOPERATE WITH LOCAL EXPORTERS,
B U T  400 N O T  J U S T  S A Y  S U B S I D I Z E  O R  G I V E  U S  T H E  T A X E S  T H A T  Y O U  _
COLLECTr*  H E  S A I D .

DATUK SE.RI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE :OCAL E C O N O M Y  WA; EXPECTED TO ’
P E R F O R M  W E L L ,  B U T  IT COULD BE AFFECTED BY THE IMPACT OF A LESS
VIGOROUS ECONOMY IN‘EXTERNAL DEMAND BECAUSE THE OUTLOOK FOR THE
W O R L D  ECONO.MY FOR 1989  W A S  O N E  O F  M O D E R A T E  G R O W T H  O N L Y .  - - B E R N A M A .
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