M warns

those who

stiru%

SSentiments
ST C dont o May 13, 1969,

IPOH, Mon. — Th
Government will no
hesitate to take actior
against those involved
in “certain issues” if
they persist in stirring
racial sentiments. -
The warning came
Crom Prime Minister Da|

tuk Seri Pr.Mahathix, Mo
hamad.

“Don’t push us too far)
Wc may be moderate but
there are also limits tg
our tolerance of thos

who set up demonstra
tions and boycotts along’
racial lines,” hc told a
luncheon hosted by the
Kinta Umno division
here.

Among those who at-
tended the luncheon were
members of the Kinta
Umno division, other’
divisonal heads and re-.
prescntatives of the com-
ponent parties of the
Barisan Nasional. Men-
teri Besar Datuk Seri
Bamli Ngah Talib and
State Executive Council-
lors were also present.

The Prime Minister
said there are people who

There are people who stir
up racial i1ssues because ;
“we have been moder-
ate.”

Firm action

He said there were peo- .
ple who want to test the |
tolerance of the Gov-
ernment and Umno. “If
you go beyond limits we
will take action and |
many people will feel the !
bitterness of it.”

Dr Mahathir, who is,
also Umno president,.
said that if there were |
groups which acted in
such directions, Umno
would not'remain guiet.

“We don't 'want to sce
another May'1969 but if
there are demo&rations
and so on we will take ac-
tion that will be effec-
tive.”

He said when he took
over the reins of the Gov-
ernment, hundreds of po-
litical detainees were re-
leased as ine
Government was pre-
pared to ‘take the risk”.

“l warn those who have

plans for demonstrations
and boycotts that if they
are implemented, the
firmness of our counter-
action will be felt.”

Dr Mahathir said the
Government was bent on
seeing that there was
peace in the country and
that all lived in harmony.
' *“*We want to be:a model
of democracy. There ‘is
no country in South-East
Asia where there is more
democracy than in
Malaysia. There is no
country with the type of
tolerance that we have.

“Wc want to show
others that the different
races can live together in
peace and that there is
religious tolerance. «

-“But however moder-
ate we may be there are
limits and no one should
go beyond such limits.”

Throughout his hour-
long address, the Prime
Minister repeatedly
stressed that Umno was
a moderate party and
that its members and
Malays were ;moderate
people. )

He said the Barisan
Nasional was developed
from the Alliance which
had three parties, the
Umno. the MCA and the
MIC, representing the
three major races in the
country.
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" FROM PAGE ONE_
The Alliance was
formed to fight for indep
. dendence and . it gained
! the support froxy all-peo-
Piple throughoutfihe
Feoountry. TG
He said the‘Alliance
- iand the Barisan Nasional
had ruled the country for
some 28 years and had
brought- peace, ‘prosper-
- ity and a; lot of ‘develop.
-ment which had. benefit-
['ed all races, including
{kose in Sabah and Sara-
hwak. e
*We cannot say the:Ma-
laws have not progressed;
.'The Chinese toc: have
-progressed and the In-
clians are no more longer
egarded as rubber.. tap-
pers only.” .
Dr Mahathir said it
~wags part of human na-
ture that people were not

)

ything they received but
they should only be mo-
derate-
more. .

He said there were

There.. were some who
want two tmams in the
same area and who say
that people must go

through their marriages
twice because the first

one was not approyed by

Islam. Fe

“We have never heard
of such things' before.
How can one mosq

have twoimams?"’

4
His remark that Umna*

must g
to the East was greeted
with loud applause.
Referring to Pas, he
said by the grace of God
they were allowed to rule
Kelantan for 18 years
p. eviously byt they did
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fully satisfied with an-

in asking for

some groups- which had
deviated: from |[slam. =

not bring any improve-
ment and much land was
sold to people from’ Sin-
gapore. o . .
! Dr-~Mahathir said
Umno did not-want power
for itself o,nly.UTher,e
‘were enough.,Umno
ﬁ%rllamen? fepresema”
tives_ to run the’ country
but it preferred to share
power with the other
compone,qté)arti?s of the
ﬁBarisan aslional.

“We even did not reject

- Pas. When they were in

the Barisan Nasional.
‘two of them were made
Ministers. We are always

ue ’,‘ ready to co-operate and ‘!

* work with others.” i
. Dr Nawawi Nat Awin

pose these People”, yp, is the chairman of

the Kinta Umno division
said his division was hon-
oured by the first-ever vi-
sit by a Prime Minister
and president of Umno.
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