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PRIME  Mlnisler D n l u k
Scri  Ilrbl;lhathir  Moha-
mad:‘anxious  over  the dc-
licit  in Malaysia’s SCT-
v i c c iICCOUIlt. h a s
criticiscd  promincnl  i n -
d u s t r y  lcndcrs for lhcir
“wortblcss appreciation.”

N C s a i d  a l t h o u g h  h c
had r a i s e d  the maltcr
w i t h  them a  yea r  ago .
they had not shown any
urgency in  t ack l ing  the
problem.

He acknowlcdgcd  t h a t
lhc privalc  sector had ap’
prcciatcd his conccrn.Jyl
added:  “Apprcciallop
wilhout action is worth-
ICSS.”

D r  M a h a t h i r  w a s
speaking to a prominent
g a t h e r i n g  o f  busincss-
men al the annual dinner
of lhc National Chamber
o f  Commcrcc a n d  I n -
dus t ry  (NCCI)  in  Kua la
Lumpur  last night. I’

H c  said:,,  “I have o&t-
lined the urgency  >f iml-
proving. or rather rcduc- -
i n g  the deficit  i n  our’
scrvicc  a c c o u n t  when I
a d d r e s s e d  y o u  i n  De-
ccmbcr  last year.

“I went to the extent of
quoting the report  by the
Coun’cil  o f  M*dlaysian
I n v i s i b l e s  Trade and I

wonder  if lhcrc is anyone
a m o n g  y o u  w h o  have
dnnc a n y  rcscarch t o
mcasurc  the response by
mcmbcrs of NCCI to this
appeal f r o m  the gov-
crnmcnt .

“ I  d o n  I Lnlnk l h c s c

“The  impression I  get
i s  t h a t  y o u  have not
shown much urgency on
your part to tackle this
problem.  Maybe I should
n o t  elaborate  o n  t h i s
SCOPC.

countries arc doing us a
free  favour .  I  am to ld
lhat other  countries can
sell our products cheaper
than WC can. If this is true
then W C  must learn how
lhcy do it ‘and then do it
o u r s e l v e s .  The  gov-
crnmcnt is ever ready to
cooperate.  but don’t just
say subsidisc or give us
t h e  taxes tha t  you  col-
Icct,” hc said;

“It is high time for you
to set p r o g r a m m c s  a n d
mcasurcmcnls  relating
l o  t h i s  p r o b l e m .  .You
should find out, for cxam-
plc. how much of our cx-
ports arc dealt on cif and
impor ts  on  fob since I
spoke, and prior to that,
the amount  of  our  ex-
ports using our shops and
insurancc,:;thc  f low of
tour i sm.  and  a  hos t  o f
others.“*: ,>,. I

M a l a y s i a n s  m u s t  rc-
solve  to  be  prudent  in
tlhoir spending abroad. on.
the import of both goods
and scrtiices, and launch
i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  i n c r e a s e
foreign receipts from the
export of goeds as well as
scrviccs.

D r  Mahdth’ii  a d d e d
that it might..b$  w o r t h
studying how much the

COUllll’y~S  SCI’WlCt?  aCCO~Il~+&-&  pa@‘a;rked’
pr,oblem.~Again,c’~e”ek-. ..- ~... would b;r better_ t&$&.~~.  ”

co’untry”s  neighbours*  ”
have -pushed-‘Malaysian-
e x p o r t s  to. other coun-
lrics. Hc a d d e d  t h a t  h c  .
h a d ’  r c p c a t c d l y  heard
stories of Malaysian pro-

Compar’cd-dcuiifbM-q$:~  yo-yo  p r o s p e r i t y  alt’er-

duct  being bought  f rom
Ascan countries. Malay+,.; natigg: with’ slumps t.haf
sia has yet to exploit to

third countries. the full its potential for,
h i g h  profits~  a n d  h i g h
charges  crcatc.

D r  M a h a t h i r  e a r -
marked  tour i sm as  one
area  hav ing  the best PO-
tcnlial for significant and
early  results in efforts to
t r y  t o  i m p r o v e  t h eI .

tourism. The promotion
of tourism as a matter of
national priority is set in
the context of a balanced
promotion for, domestic
travcllcrs as well as the
attraction of regional and
worldwide tourists.

“We cannot as yet ‘af-
ford the kind of anti-lux-
ury that some pcop!c are
advocating. Yes, we must
prcscrve o u r  n a t u r a l
beauty.  b u t  w e  c a n n o t
live  in aftan huts s6 thatia..
few wand’ering hippi@
c a n  commune  with;_a+  ,
turc?

Dr  Maha th i r  took  to  : -
t a sk  the local hotel in-
dustry for making loud
protes t  aga ins t  the  go-
vcrnmcnt’s plea for them
to  s l igh t ly  lower  .thcir
room rates. Kuala Lum-
pur’s high room rates has

prcssca  nrs cusmay  ar me consis tent ly  h igh  occu-  ,
gcncral apathy in thein--Z$pancy  r+tc due to.Malay+?’
duslry  Jo a g g r e s s i v e l y
.p~o@ota;thc$+o+

sia’s good “no.. squeeze”
.. *! image 1han”‘to  h a v e .  t h e . ’
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