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By AHMAD A TALIB

PRIME Minister Dnluk
Seri D Mahathiy Moha-
madyfanxious over thede-
licit in Malaysia's scr-
vicc account, has
criticised promineni in-
dustry leaders for Lheir
“worthless appreciation.”

N c said although hc

had raised the matter
with them a year ago.
they had not shown any
urgency in tackling the
problem.

He acknowledged that
Ihc private sector had ap-
preciated his concern byl
added: “Appreciatioh
wilhout action is worth-
less.”

Dr Mahathir was
speaking to a prominent
gathering of business-
men a the annual dinner
of the National Chamber
of Commerce and In-
dustry (NCCI) in Kuala
Lumpur last nlght

Hc saidn “I haye out-
lined the urgency of im--
proving. or rather rcduc- -
Ing thedeficit in our-
service account when |
addressed you in De-
cember last year.

“l went to the extent of
quoting the report by the
Council of Malaysian
Invisibles Trade and |

in curbm

wonder if there is anyone
among you who have
done any rescarch to
mcasure the response by
members of NCCI to this
appcal from thegov-
crnment.

“The impression | get
is that you havcunot
shown much urgency on
your part to tackle this
problem. Maybe | should
not claborate on this
score.

“It is high time for you
to set programmcs and
measurements relating
lo this problem. "You
should find out, for exam-
ple, how much of our ex-
ports arc dealt on cif and
imports on fob since |
spoke, and prior to that,
the amount of our ex-
ports using, our shops and
insurance,:the flow of
tourism. and a host of
others."s ..,

Dr Mahathir added
that it might _he: worth

studying how much the

country's neighbours®

have -pushed-—-Malaysian™

exports to" other coun-
tries. He added that hc
had’ rcpcatcdly heard
stories of Malaysian pro-
duce being bought from
third countrics.
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C k lhcsc
countries arc doing us a

“l don tinink

free favour. | am told
that other countries can
scll our products cheaper
than wc can. If this is true
then wc must learn how
they do it ‘and then do it
ourselves. Thegov-
crnment is ever ready to
cooperate, but don't just
say subsidisc or give us
the taxes that you col-
ject,” he said;

Malaysians must re-
solve to be prudent in
their spending abroad. on.
the import of both goods
and scrvices, and launch
initiatives to increase
foreign receipts from the
cexport of goeds as well as
scrviccs.

Dr Mahathir ear-
marked tourism as one
area having the best po-
tenlial for significant and
carly results In cfforts to
try to improve the
coumry S service accoum
problem. ~ AgainHesex=""
presscd his dismay at the

general apathy in the:in-:

dustry to aggressi vely

Comparc&

£]
Asean countries, Malax“.,.
sia has yet to exploit fo”

the full its potential for,

(%4

“ image than“to have.

tourism. The promotion
of tourism as a matter of
national priority is set in
the context of a balanced
promotion for, domestic
travellers as well as the
attraction of regional and
worldwide tourists.

“We cannot as yet ‘af-
ford the kind of anti-lux-
ury that some people are
advocating. Yes, we must
preserve our natural
beauty, but we cannot
tive inattap huts so thata™
few wandering hippies
can_commune wnh DA
ture’

Dr Mahathir took to !
task the local hotel in-
dustry for making loud
protest against the go-
vernment’s plea for them
to slightly lower their
room rates. Kuala Lum-
pur’s high room rates has '
,earncd the city the “'du-
blOUS distinction pf being
"the :second maos pen-
sive city in Asia." Y
a-He pemarkedg)imt it
would be better to have.a
consistently ‘high oecen-
.pancy rate due to- Malay-’
sia’s good “no.. squecze”
the.
yo-yo prosperity alter-
nating: with: slump’ that’
high profits™ and high
charges crcatc.
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