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IPOHv D E C  3Cl <BERNAMAl  - - D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  MOHAMAD T O D A Y ..-- ._ - --
C A L L E D  O N  M A L A Y S I A N S  T O  M A K E  I T  T H E I R  N E W  Y E A R  R E S O L U T I O N  T O  C O U N T
T H E I R  B L E S S I N G S  A N 3  R E F R A I N  F R O M  R E G A R D I N G  I S S U E S  F A C I N G  T H E
G O V E R N M E N T  A S  +SENSATZONAL  C R I S E S + .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  C E R T A I N  P E O P L E  D I D  N O T  E V E N
A P P R E C I A T E  T H E  G O O D  L I F E  T H A T  T H E Y  H A D  I N  T H I S  C O U N T R Y  B U T  I N S T E A D
CHOSE TO RUN-DOWN THEIR OWN COUNTRY.

S P E A K I N G  T O  R E P O R T E R S  O N  B O A R D  T H E  E K S P R E S  SINARANI H E  R E G R E T T E D
THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS NOT VERY MUCH APPRECIATED BY THE PEOPLE FOR
V A R I O U S  R E A S O N ! ?  D E S P I T E  IT I M P L E M E N T I N G  PROGRAMMES  A N D  P R O V I D I N G  A I D
W H I C H  B E N E F I T E D  T H E M .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  ? l A H A T H I R  P O I N T E D  O U T  M A L A Y S I A  W A S  L O O K E D  U P O N  B Y
O T H E R  C O U N T R I E S  A S  A  M O D E L  N A T I O N  T H A T  W A S  E N J O Y I N G  R A C I A L  HARMONYI
P O L I T I C A L  STABILITYI D E M O C R A C Y  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T .  - -  M O R E
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+I H A V E  T R A V E L L E D  A L L ‘?VER T H E  W O R L D  A N D  I  THINti M A L A Y S I A N S  - A R E
L U C K Y  T H A T  T H E  GCIVERNMENT  GIVES T H E M  S O  M U C H  A S  C O M P A R E D  TQ O T H E R
C O U N T R I E S  W H I C H  P R O V I D E  T H E I R  C I T I Z E N S  W I T H  V E R Y  L I T T L E
D E V E L O P M E N T  1.4. HE ADDEC.

D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  A N D  D A T U K  S E R I  D A T I N  P A D U K A  D R  SITI
H A S M A H  W E R E  RECEIVED  ON ARRIVAL HERE FROM BUTTERWORTH B Y  P E R A K
M E N T E R I  BESAR  D A T U K  S E R I  R A M L I  N G A H  TALIBv  S T A T E  E X E C U T I V E
COUNCILLQR+  GOVERNME:JT  OFFICIALSv  MALAYAN  R A I L W A Y  S T A F F  A N D  M E M B E R S
OF T H E  P U B L I C  O N  A R R I V A L  H E R E  F R O M  B U T T E R W O R T H .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  SHOOK  H A N D S  W I T H  T H E M  A N D  W I S H E D  T H E M  +HAPPY
N E W  Y E A R * .

D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  A N D  D A T U K  S E R I  DATIN P A D U K A  S E R I  DR SITI
H A S M A H  L A T E R  L E F T  F O R  E U A L A  L U M P U R  B Y  P L A N E .  - -  B E R N A M A .
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THE PRIME MINISTER IMPARTED THIS MESSAGE':+1 WISH THAT IN !Yit'lS
THERE WOULD BE A RESOLUTION NOT TO EMPHASISE A CRISIS BUT POSIT~IV~
T H I N G S  A N D  T H A T  T H I S  A L S O  A P P L I E S  T O  N E W S P A P E R S . +

DR MAHATHTR SAID’HE  WAS SAD THAT WHEN EVERYBODY ELSE WAS
A D M I R I N G  MALAYSIA3  MALAYSIAhS  T H E M S E L V E S  R A N  D O W N  T H E I R  C O U N T R Y  A N D
T H E I R  A I R L I N E !  A N D  T H A T  T H I S  R E S U L T E D  IN F O R E I G N E R S  S H Y I N G  A W A Y  F R O M
T H E  C O U N T R Y .

+-THEY  R U N  D O W N  T H E I R  O W N  A I R L I N E  SO T H A T  O T H E R  P E O P L E  A N D  T H E Y
T H E M S E L V E S  D O N ’ T  F L Y  M A S  D E S P I T E  P E O P L E  TELLING*ME  O F  T H E  E X C E L L E N T
S E R V I C E .

+SUREy  T H E R E  A R E  WEAKNES3ES  I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y  B U T  T H E Y  A R E  NOT A S
BIG AS THEY ARE MADE OUT TO BE. WE SHOULD APPRECIATE,OUR  OWN
COUNTRY. IF WE RUN DOWN OURSELVESI  HOW DO WE EXPECT PEOPLE TO LOOK UP
T9 U S . +

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  TOOK’TO  T A S K  A N  E N G L I S H .  L A N G U A G E  T A B L O I D  F O R
.,PLAYING  UP ON ITS FRONT’PAGE ALMOST DAILY THE MCA CRISISI  THE PAPAN

R A D I O A C T I V E  W A S T E  D U M P  ISSUEr THE BUKIT C H I N A  I S S U E  AND T H E  P E N A N G
’ COLLEGE GENERAL ISSUE. -- MORE

+I KNOW YOU HAVE PAPERS TO RUN BUT b;E HAVE A COUNTRY TO RUN AND
IF W E  D E S T R O Y  O U R  C O U N T R Y ,  WE WILL HAVE TO PAY FOR IT,+ HE SAID.

HE SAID THAT AS A RESULT OF PLAYING U P  S U C H  I S S U E S ,  P E O P L E  A T
T H E  GRASSROOT$  W E R E  A T T R A C T E D  T O  I S S U E S  A N D  B E C A M E  C R I S I S - O R I E N T E D
A N D  B E G A N  t0 A P P R E C I A T E  R E M O T E  I S S U E S  I N S T E A D  O F  T H O S E  T O U C H I N G  .
THEM. .

D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  C O N S T R U C T I V E  CRITXCISMS  W E R E
WELCOMED.

HE SAID THAT INSTANCES OF FOREIGNERS SHYING AWAY FROM MALAYSIA'
DID OCCUR AS A RESULT OF FOREIGN NEWSPAPERS PICKING UP THE NEWS
SENSATIONALISED  B Y  T H E  L O C A L  P R E S S .

* F O R E I G N E R S  H E S T I T A T E  T O  C O M E  T O  M A L A Y S I A  T H I N K I N G  T H A T  W E  A R E
N E A R  V I E T N A M  A N D  A F R A I D  T H A T  T H E Y  WILL B E  K I L L E D  B y  VIETNAMESE,*  H E
S A I D . - -  M O R E

ELABORATING ON A SPEECH HE HAD MADE RECENTLY!  DATUK SERI DR
M A H A T H I R  S A I D  HE H A D  G A T H E R E D  F R O M  HIIS  O B S E R V A T I O N S  T H A T  M A L A Y S I A N S
HAD D I F F I C U L T Y  W O R K I N G  W I T H  O N E  A N O T H E R . ‘, &7;,

H E  SA I D  M A LA YS I A N S  S EE M ED  T O  L A CK  CO~PERATI%N  AND UNDERSTANDING
UNLIKE THE JAPANESE WHO HE SAID WOULD COMBINE AND COMPETE WSTH  EACH
O T H E R  T O  W I N  C O N T R A C T S  E V E N  IF THEY WERE RIVALS.  - -  B;ERNAMA
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